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	Title:
	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police department to submit to the council reports of crime involving illegally obtained firearms.


	Administrative Code:
	Amends title 14 of the Administrative Code of the city of New York by adding a new paragraph 8 to subdivision a of section 14-150.




I.
INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Public Safety, chaired by Council Member Peter F. Vallone Jr., will hold a hearing on November 19, 2008 on Proposed Int. No. 492-A, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York by requiring the police department to submit to the council reports of crime involving illegally obtained firearms.  The Committee held a hearing on a previous version of this bill on May 5, 2008, at which time members of the New York City Police Department provided testimony.

II.
BACKGROUND
Existing Law
New York City Administrative Code § 14-150 requires the NYPD to report various data to the New York City Council, including certain crime statistics.
  More particularly, this section mandates reporting of, among other things, the number of crime complaints, arrests, summons activity, domestic violence radio runs, average response time for critical and serious crimes in progress, overtime statistics, and the number of felony crime complaints for the twenty largest parks.
  The crime complaints, arrests, summons activity, and overtime statistics are to be reported for each patrol precinct and each housing service area and transit district within each precinct.
  Proposed Int. No. 492-A would amend §14-150 in order to require reporting regarding the possession of illegal firearms.   

Proposed Int. No. 492-A
As in many large cities, illegal handguns are a persistent problem in New York City.  The federal Tiahrt Amendment, which has been attached as a rider to spending bills since 2003, however, prevents the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (A.T.F.) from releasing information concerning the sales history of guns that are recovered in crimes to anyone other than the law enforcement individuals involved in the investigation of the specific crime.
  Yet, the Amendment does not prevent general statistics from being compiled and shared with the public.  Thus, the A.T.F. was recently able to release a report on firearm recovery and the New York Times reported that 5,913 guns were recovered by law enforcement officers in New York City in 2007, compared to 7,059 in 2006.
  The Mayor’s Management Report for 2008 shows that for fiscal year 2008, 3,656 guns were seized by arrest by the New York Police Department compared to 3,723 in fiscal year 2007.
  Although these reports provide information regarding the confiscation of illegal firearms in the City, they do not demonstrate what areas of the City the firearms are being retrieved from, nor do they report how many individual arrests were made in connection with the illegal firearm retrievals.  Obtaining these statistics regarding firearm confiscation on a precinct by precinct basis would enable the Council to understand patterns of illegal firearms possession and provide individual Council members with much needed information about their communities.
III.
ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
Proposed Int. No. 492-A
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 492-A would add a new paragraph 8 to subdivision a of § 14-150 of the Administrative Code.  Paragraph 8 would require that, on a quarterly basis, the NYPD report to the Council the number of firearms possessed in violation of law that have been seized, disaggregated by precinct and type of firearm.  Paragraph 8 would also require that the report include, disaggregated by precinct: the number of arrests made and type of crimes charged involving firearms possessed in violation of law, including arrests for the distribution and sale of such firearms and the total number and type of firearms recovered in the course of arrests.
Section two of Proposed Int. No. 492-A would make the local law effective sixty days after its enactment. 
Amendments to Proposed Int. No. 492-A 
Section one of the bill was amended by deleting the word “confiscated” in the first sentence of the proposed new paragraph 8 and replacing it with the word “seized” and by specifying that the report of seized firearms be disaggregated by precinct and by type of firearm.  Subdivision (i) was amended by including the type of crime charged along with the arrests made involving firearms possessed in violation of law.  Subdivision (ii) of section one was then deleted and subdivision (iii) was amended to become subdivision (ii).
� NYC Administrative Code §14-150 (a)(4) (2007).  
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