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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Good morning.

          3  Good morning. I'm Council Member Helen Diane Foster,

          4  and the Sergeant doesn't believe I know how to use

          5  the mike.

          6                 Anyway, thank you for your patience.

          7  As I said, we were having some copying issues, but

          8  we have it all together.

          9                 Today this Committee is going to vote

         10  on street name changes, and we have a couple of

         11  witnesses that are here to testify. I am going to

         12  ask the witnesses if when they get up they can say

         13  their name and affiliation for the record, and you

         14  have three minutes.

         15                 Let me introduce members of the

         16  Committee. The members of the Committee that are

         17  here are Council Member Addabbo, from Queens,

         18  visiting members are Council Member Rosie Mendez

         19  from Manhattan, and Council Member Diana Reyna from

         20  Brooklyn.

         21                 Our first panel, we have Jan Hernstat

         22  of the International Al Jolson Society, and also

         23  Bruce Wexler of the International Al Jolson Society.

         24  Please come to the table.

         25                 Thank you. You can get started. Oh,
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          2  press the mike and if the light is off, the

          3  microphone should be on.

          4                 Very good. Now just pull the mike up,

          5  pull it closer and we're ready to go.

          6                 MR. HERNSTAT: I've done enough radio

          7  shows, you'd figure I'd know that already.

          8                 My name is Jan Hernstat. I'm the

          9  President of the International Al Jolson Society,

         10  and I want to thank the Council, allowing us a few

         11  minutes of your time today.

         12                 Basically the International Al Jolson

         13  Society was formed in 1950, and basically it's

         14  purpose, sole purpose, was to preserve the

         15  entertainment and talent of a man known as the

         16  world's greatest entertainer.

         17                 As you know, we have over 1,000

         18  members today, and for a fellow who has been gone

         19  for 56 years, I think that's a tribute.

         20                 And for that reason, we would like

         21  there to be a street name, Al Jolson Way, on

         22  Broadway.

         23                 Jolson, from 1911 til 1940 was a top

         24  start on Broadway, many different shows. So much so

         25  that they even made a newly-opened theatre at the
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          2  time, called Jolson's 59th Street Theatre, so it was

          3  sort of unheard of to have a guy have his name put

          4  on top of a Marquis.

          5                 So, therefore, he was a great showman

          6  and kind of led the way for entertainment. You're

          7  probably all very well aware that in 1927 he

          8  appeared in the movie called The Jazz Singer, which

          9  was the first talking movie, and that is sort of

         10  his, part of his legacy.

         11                 But more than just a great

         12  entertainer, he was a great humanitarian. Al Jolson

         13  performed for the troops in three or four wars. As a

         14  matter of fact, in the Korea War he actually went to

         15  General MacArthur and said can I entertain the boys

         16  and they said, well, we don't have the money, and he

         17  said, well, if I pay my own way, will it be okay if

         18  I come and entertain the boys? He had that strong

         19  feeling for country.

         20                 He also left about three and a half

         21  million dollars to the Jewish and Catholic Charities

         22  and three and a half million dollars in 1950 would

         23  probably be worth about 20- or 30 million dollars

         24  today.

         25                 The wonderful thing is that the
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          2  monies that he gave are still helping people in

          3  charities today.

          4                 I have with me past president Bruce

          5  Wexler. I have with me today past president Bruce

          6  Wexler and Bruce would just like to take the time to

          7  mention some of the charities that today are helping

          8  the people in the City of New York.

          9                 MR. WEXLER: Thank you, Jan. And thank

         10  you, Committee members, Council members, for this

         11  opportunity.

         12                 I think I gave out, I asked to be

         13  given out, this piece of paper which is a letter

         14  from the attorneys in New York City that still

         15  control Al Jolson's estate, and I would just like to

         16  read to you, because many people know of Jolson's

         17  live as an entertainer, many people know that he

         18  paid his own way to entertain troops, but not too

         19  many folks know about the philanthropic efforts of

         20  Mr. Jolson.

         21                 So, these are the charities that

         22  still are benefitted by Mr. Jolson's estate.

         23                 The trustees of Columbia University

         24  of the City of New York; the Actors Fund of America;

         25  the American National Red Cross; Hadassah, the
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          2  Women's Zionist Organization of America; UJA

          3  Federation of New York; Office of the General

          4  Counsel and Vice Chancellor of the Board of Higher

          5  Education of the City of New York; Catholic

          6  Charities of the Archdiocese of the City of New

          7  York; the Jewish Home and Hospital for the Aged;

          8  American Israeli Lighthouse, Incorporated; Louise

          9  Wise Services; St. Vincent De Paul Foundation; Leake

         10  and Watts Services; HIAS, Incorporated; Federation

         11  of Protestant Welfare Agencies; Memorial Sloan

         12  Kettering Cancer Center; Jewish Child Care

         13  Association of New York; Lighthouse International

         14  and New York University.

         15                 We would be very pleased and humbled

         16  if you would assign one block of Broadway to the

         17  late great Mr. Al Jolson. I thank you very much.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         19  much for taking the time to come down and testify.

         20                 I'm sorry, we've been joined by

         21  Councilman Dennis Gallagher from Queens.

         22                 Do we have any questions from the

         23  Committee?

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 MR. HERNSTAT: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Our next panel

          3  will be Michael Rosen and Susan Howard..

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Madam Chair?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Could I ask,

          7  and I'm sure these panelists will indulge me on this

          8  matter, there are several people here today, I don't

          9  know if we can bring them all together, his widow is

         10  here and I'd like to give her the first opportunity

         11  to speak?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: If she can sign

         13  in and we can get a sheet, absolutely.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: She signed in

         15  later.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: What's the name?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Marianne

         18  Perez.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Absolutely. I'm

         20  sorry.

         21                 Marianne Perez, Michael -- Council

         22  member, are all three of these speaking?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: There's about

         24  six people here today, and I'm sure --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: And how many will
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          2  be speaking?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I think they

          4  all signed up to speak. I don't know.

          5                 Raise your hand if you plan to speak.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay. Iresh, I

          7  know you. Marianne Perez, let's hear from you first.

          8  Michael Rosen, Susan Harvard. Let's everybody come

          9  up.

         10                 Let me tell you what we're going to

         11  do. We're going to let the panel get situated.

         12  While we have a quorum, we're going to do the vote,

         13  and then we will go back to testimony.

         14                 So everyone that I just called,

         15  please come up. And if there is anyone else I just

         16  called. What's his name? Miguel.

         17                 You didn't sign in, did you, Miguel?

         18                 MR. MALDONADO: No.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay, I need you

         20  to fill out a sheet and then sign -- come up and you

         21  --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: David McWater,

         23  Community Board 3.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Yes, we got you.

         25  So we'll need two more chairs if it's six of you.
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          2                 And Michael Rosen, are you speaking

          3  on the -- thank you.

          4                 Okay, Billy.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Foster.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By the vote of

         12  three affirmative, zero, no negatives --

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, proposed Introduction 289-A is adopted.

         16                 Council Members, please sign the

         17  Committee report.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Can we leave the

         20  vote open? I know there are some members down in a

         21  caucus meeting. Thank you.

         22                 So, we will start with Ms. Perez and

         23  then in whatever order you'd like to after that.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 MS. PEREZ: Good morning. I'm the
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          2  widow of Armando Perez, and I am here today to

          3  request that Ninth Street and Avenue B be named

          4  Armando Perez Way.

          5                 Armando Perez was a community

          6  activist for over 30 years, and he served on

          7  Community Board 3 for nine distinguished years.

          8                 In 1995 he was elected Lower East

          9  Side Democratic District Leader, winning re-election

         10  in 1997.

         11                 Back in the 1960s, Armando Perez

         12  founded an organization called RGS, that pioneered

         13  the movement to reclaim abandoned urban housing

         14  through sweat equity. It was so successful, it was

         15  featured in Life Magazine in 1967.

         16                 After RGS, Armando, along with Chino

         17  Garcia, devoted themselves to devoting a cultural

         18  community center called Charas/El Bohio on Ninth

         19  Street and Avenue B.

         20                 They provided classes in all facets

         21  of the arts, and cheap performance space so that

         22  they could nurture the vast number of struggling

         23  artists the Lower East Side has in abundance. Miguel

         24  Pinero, John Legwazamo, Spike Lee, are just a few

         25  they nurtured.
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          2                 In short, Armando Perez became a hero

          3  to the Lower East Side community he never left.

          4  Armando Perez was a powerful and positive force in

          5  the Lower East Side who dedicated his life's work to

          6  the people of New York City.

          7                 We seek to honor him by naming Ninth

          8  Street and Avenue B for him. Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         10                 Why don't we just go that way. Or do

         11  you have a specific order? No, please stay seated.

         12                 MS. JAVADI: Hi. Thank you, Helen. My

         13  name is Iresh Javadi, and I have been a Lower East

         14  Side, and now residing in the South Bronx, community

         15  garden activist, as well as a gardener, and I wanted

         16  to basically mention all of the positive things that

         17  Armando had done.

         18                 I just arrived into the Lower East

         19  Side, sadly, when Armando was killed, and what I

         20  basically got to benefit from was the community

         21  center, where many of our meetings, the Mall Gardens

         22  Coalition meetings actually met there, and continued

         23  our work of continuing preserving the community

         24  gardens.

         25                 One of the other benefits that I
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          2  received from them, was many of the community

          3  gardens had been started, the LaPlaza Cultural

          4  Center, which is now a beautiful community center,

          5  was started by Armando and his friends, as well as

          6  many other community gardens where I was told were

          7  supported so that they can start.

          8                 So, again, I just want to highly

          9  commend him for all his work, and say that it is a

         10  very well-deserved naming of the streets.

         11                 MS. HOWARD: Hi. My name is Susan

         12  Howard, and I am here from the Armando Perez

         13  Community Center, Inc., a group of people who have

         14  come together to try to create a community center in

         15  the name of Armando Perez, and to continue the work

         16  that he did on the Lower East Side.

         17                 We're very short noticed and we want

         18  everyone to know, at least a lot of people that I

         19  have spoken to, that more of us would be here to

         20  spend time telling the stories about Armando, if we

         21  had more time to reach out and let people know about

         22  these hearings.

         23                 So, I came unprepared, so I'm reading

         24  his, what we put together when he was murdered at

         25  April 3rd, 1999, almost seven years ago. Seven years
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          2  ago now.

          3                 For over 30 years Armando Perez was

          4  an outspoken advocate championing the rights of the

          5  Lower East Side's poor and working class. Armando

          6  was the co-founder and artistic director of

          7  Charas/El Bohio Cultural And Community Center;

          8  Democratic District Leader, along with Rosie Mendez,

          9  for his neighborhood; and a tireless Community

         10  Activist.

         11                 Armando was known for his honesty and

         12  sense of humor. He inspired a feeling of trust and a

         13  passion for justice in everyone whom he encountered.

         14  He was a loving husband, father, and friend. Armando

         15  Perez was truly a champion.

         16                 Armando knew that with persistence

         17  and single-mindedness any battle could be won, any

         18  goal could be achieved. He was a charismatic leader

         19  who was will to sacrifice all, even his life, in the

         20  fight for justice and social transformation.

         21                 Armando's spirit will always remain

         22  in the heart of Loisaida. Through the sacrifices

         23  this great man made on behalf of our community, he

         24  made it impossible for us to ever forget him.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Light is off, the
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          2  mike is on.

          3                 MR. McWATER: Hello. I'm David

          4  McWater. I am the Chairperson of Manhattan Community

          5  Board 3, the community board that Armando served on

          6  for 13 years. I'm here speaking on their behalf. I

          7  intend to read the resolution they passed three

          8  years ago in support of this, although I would like

          9  to mention that I was one of the hundreds, if not

         10  thousands of people on the Lower East Side who

         11  thought of Armando as a good friend, and that one

         12  thing I want to point out with this is there's a

         13  difference between heroes and icons. Icons are

         14  famous people that we may admire. Heroes are people

         15  that are out there every day doing what it takes to

         16  make other people better off. Doing great things.

         17  And Armando Perez was truly a hero.

         18                 At our March 2003 monthly meeting,

         19  Community Board 3 passed the following resolution.

         20                 Whereas: Armando Perez was a lifelong

         21  resident of Lower East Side who was raised in

         22  Bernard Baruch Houses; and

         23                 Whereas: Armando Perez was appointed

         24  a member of Community Board 3 in 1986 and served on

         25  the Board for 13 years, until his death; and
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          2                 Armando Perez was elected Democratic

          3  District Leader in 1995, and reelected in 1997; and

          4                 Whereas: Armando Perez was involved

          5  in a variety of community issues, including the

          6  rehabilitation and transformation of an abandoned

          7  drug-invested school building into a vibrant

          8  community center located on East Ninth Street known

          9  as Charas/El Bohio; and

         10                 Whereas: Armando spent most of his

         11  waking moments in Charas and fought dearly against

         12  the Mayoral Administration's sale of the Charas

         13  building to the highest bidder; therefore,

         14                 Be It Resolved, that in honor and in

         15  recognition of his tireless efforts to the great and

         16  diverse community of the Lower East Side, East Ninth

         17  Street, between Avenues B and C, the former location

         18  of Charas/El Bohio, be co-named Armando Perez Place.

         19                 And I have attached to my testimony a

         20  short bio of Armando as well.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         23                 If we scoot down a little, we can get

         24  everyone a little closer to the table.

         25                 There we go. Thank you.
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          2                 MR. ROSEN: My name is Michael Rosen,

          3  and I'm one of the founders of an organization

          4  called the East Village Community Coalition. What is

          5  more elegant and more worthy of honor and memory

          6  than serving others, and dedicating your life to the

          7  good of community? It is these ones, the Martin

          8  Luther Kings, Paul Farmers, and Pedro Abioscomposes

          9  (phonetic) who are the deepest heroes our history

         10  should write.

         11                 Baseball players and business magnets

         12  have their place. Presidents, emperors and kings

         13  catch imagination and live as legends. But human

         14  dignity is elevated to its highest by those who feed

         15  the hungry, clothe the poor, help others in need and

         16  let hearts soar through encouraging song, dance,

         17  music and poetry.

         18                 It is also these people whose lives

         19  should be remembered as examples of how we can spend

         20  our hours here.

         21                 In parts large and small, naming East

         22  Ninth Street from Avenues B to C after Armando

         23  Perez, for Armando was a leader, reclaiming old PS

         24  64 from dealers and junkies, where artists then

         25  flourish and help was given to a community in need,
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          2  and where Armando helped make flowers grow, is a

          3  fitting and noble tribute.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 MS. RUF-MALDONADO: Hi. My name is

          6  Elizabeth Ruf-Maldonado, and I am a long-time

          7  resident of the Lower East Side.  For 26 years I've

          8  lived in the neighborhood, and I work with a number

          9  of community groups, including East Village

         10  Community Coalition, and I first met Armando in

         11  1981, and he was an inspiration to me as an artist,

         12  but also as an activist, and the community center

         13  that he helped to create was an invaluable part of

         14  our community got organized. I know Rosie Mendez

         15  recognizes the importance of naming of a

         16  geographical spot after somebody like Armando, as

         17  our community is changing, the people who are

         18  controlling much of what happens in our community

         19  are not representative of people like my family and

         20  my daughter, who is nine, and she is being raised in

         21  a community, and I feel like Armando's legacy is

         22  part of her heritage. And I want that to be

         23  preserved, and I really encourage you to name East

         24  Ninth Street Armando Perez Way, in honor of this

         25  fantastic representative of what makes our community
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          2  great and desirable today.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 MR. MALDONADO: My name is Miguel

          5  Maldonado, and I work with the Morris Church in the

          6  Bowery, and I would like to mention that to me, when

          7  I see the legacy of Armando Perez and the kind of

          8  opportunity that I have to work with him, and the

          9  categories are human rights for immigrants. He

         10  worked in trying to inspire and organize the youth

         11  and his energy there that he put to our quality, to

         12  improve the quality of life of our community.

         13                 And in terms of the human rights for

         14  immigrants, between 1994 and 1997 I had the

         15  opportunity to work with Armando Perez in the

         16  struggle getting the respect for human rights for

         17  immigrants.

         18                 We went a number of time to

         19  Washington, D.C., on different demonstrations to

         20  support immigrants.

         21                 In 1997, we put together an immigrant

         22  march in front of the United Nation where 8,000

         23  immigrants show up in front of the United Nation

         24  demanding respect for human rights.

         25                 Armando was one of the persons who
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          2  really helped me in putting together that

          3  demonstration, and offered Charas/El Bohio for the

          4  people that came from other states, from Chicago,

          5  California, and so on.

          6                 So, to me it was really important

          7  that somebody who doesn't have the problem with the

          8  immigrants, because he was coming from Puerto Rico,

          9  or the people the immigration established totally

         10  different when they come to the United States, but

         11  he was defending all immigrants and make the

         12  sacrifices that he needed at that time for the

         13  immigrant amnesty and to have the rights to right

         14  jobs.

         15                 And when it come to the youth, and

         16  that is really important, you know, only was he

         17  inspiring the youth in our community, but I remember

         18  when he brought the Latin King to have meeting in

         19  Charas, and see the life from different point of

         20  view, not from violence, but from political point of

         21  view, and to me that's one of the legacy for Armando

         22  Perez to do this kind of work. And some of the

         23  people witnessed, how many meetings the Latin King

         24  were having in Charas, in trying to talk to them,

         25  and show them other way to work and organize in
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          2  their own community, and some of them came from the

          3  Bronx and Brooklyn and so on.

          4                 And finally, when it come to quality

          5  of life, Armando Perez was really trying to get

          6  people who were selling drugs in our community to

          7  get out of this kind of life, not to go to jail by

          8  selling dope to our own youth and doing damage to

          9  our own youth.

         10                 So, to me I see those qualities as

         11  one of the legacy that Armando Perez was able to put

         12  in our mind, and today that's one of the reasons

         13  that I'm here talking in favor naming one of our

         14  streets Armando Perez Way.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         16                 Please don't leave yet. Council

         17  Member, before we call you, we're going to have

         18  Billy call the vote so that Council Member James can

         19  vote.

         20                 We've been joined, I'm sorry, by

         21  Council Member Letitia James from Brooklyn.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         23  289-A, Council Member James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at
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          2  four in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          3  abstentions.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Mendez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

          7  Chairwoman and members of this Committee, and my

          8  community.

          9                 I'm here today, and I have a big job.

         10  I speak not just for myself, but for my good friend

         11  and predecessor Margarita Lopez who cannot be here.

         12  She and I started this renaming when I worked for

         13  her as her Chief of Staff, and she wanted this to be

         14  her last act before she left office, but because of

         15  procedural changes in the City Council, she was not

         16  able to do this one last act. So, this will be one

         17  of my first acts. And this is very difficult for me,

         18  and I want to try to make a joke here. Margarita and

         19  I had something in common, we shared a man, and that

         20  was Armando Perez, and thank you, Marianne, for

         21  sharing him with us and with our community. Armando

         22  came from Vieques, Puerto Rico at the age of two or

         23  three to the Lower East Side and never left.

         24                 He stayed there, was a member of a

         25  gang, then started doing gang reform, which he did

                                                            23

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  even in his later years, as you heard from the

          3  testimony. He was a tolerant man. Very patient, and

          4  kind, and gave everyone the time of day, and would

          5  take people into Tompkins Square Park or into Charas

          6  just to listen to what they had to say.

          7                 But he was also an intolerant man,

          8  but intolerant of the things that we should be

          9  intolerant of. Intolerant of social, economic and

         10  racial justice, and he dedicated his life to

         11  eradicating that. And to making the Lower East Side

         12  the community that it's become. Saving not just

         13  Charas/El Bohio from drug dealers, but getting them

         14  off of other street corners, getting the empty

         15  blocks, lots that were buildings that were burned

         16  down, removing the rubbish and creating gardens and

         17  submitted into the testimony from Don Yordi who is

         18  the Chairman of LaPlaza Cultural, that was renamed

         19  in 1999 to LaPlaza Cultural Armando Perez. I just

         20  want to read a little thing that he says:

         21                 "I knew Armando and can vouch for his

         22  efforts to make East Ninth Street and the City of

         23  New York a real community, not divided by Partisan

         24  factions and drug dealers. In fact, he died in this

         25  endeavor.
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          2                 Speaking for myself and all members

          3  of LaPlaza Cultural Armando Perez, we are especially

          4  grateful for his efforts in saving our community

          5  park and garden. It would likely not exist without

          6  him."

          7                 Beth Sopko (phonetic), a neighbor of

          8  ours who lives on Eighth Street, I'll just read a

          9  little of what she says:

         10                 "Armando lived and died for this

         11  neighborhood, and this is an important way to

         12  remember a true hero of our community. Although I

         13  cannot bring him back, it can serve as a reminder of

         14  him and what he stood for.

         15                 The renaming could potentially

         16  inspire people for generations to come to learn who

         17  he was and what he stood for. It is one step toward

         18  preserving the neighborhood that he loved so

         19  dearly," I'm adding that in, "and reminding

         20  new-comers of its legacy."

         21                 It is our legacy to continue to

         22  remind people of what Armando did. It is our legacy

         23  to continue his fight that he could not be here for

         24  in his own timely death, the fight to bring

         25  Charas/El Bohio, the old PS 64, back to the
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          2  community, and to landmark that precious building.

          3                 Armando, we miss you, we love you,

          4  and I will end it with your words. Armando was a

          5  proud Puerto Rican man, but he was also very proud

          6  of his community, and he would say, "Wake up

          7  Loisaida, defend what's yours! Wake up Boricua,

          8  defend what's yours!" We love you, Armando.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         10  much.

         11                 First, to Ms. Perez, it takes a

         12  selfless person to share your husband like you did.

         13  And there are many people that think street

         14  renamings aren't a good idea, but every time I hear

         15  a family and a community come forward, I know that

         16  it's a great idea, and every time I drive by a

         17  street that I might not know why it was named after

         18  someone, I know to the family and the community and

         19  the friends, it's a reason. And I sit here very

         20  warm, and actually I'm almost moved to tears because

         21  the love that's been expressed is clear, and for the

         22  Lower East Side and Ninth Street, and as we know,

         23  we're facing it in the South Bronx, I'll say it, the

         24  gentrification, it's important that for the people

         25  that fought when everyone else left, and you know we
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          2  have that fight in the Bronx, they talk about the

          3  Bronx burning. Well, those same people stayed there

          4  when it was burning, and the Lower East Side, when

          5  it was abandoned buildings, you had Armando. And I

          6  think you for, with Margarita, bringing this to the

          7  Committee, because it is a special thing. And while

          8  it may be short noticed for the street naming, when

          9  you actually do the unveiling, you can make sure

         10  everyone is there.

         11                 But I know for me that I feel like I

         12  know him now.

         13                 And, so, thank you for taking the

         14  time, be it short notice, to come out and tell us

         15  the importance of why it should be named after

         16  Armando.

         17                 Council Member James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I just want to

         19  share with the sentiments of my colleagues regarding

         20  Mr. Armando Perez, and wanted to say that this is

         21  just a fitting honor, a legacy of all he did in the

         22  community, and for generations to come.

         23                 But let me also talk about a great

         24  woman who I am honoring today, Ms. Ernesta Samuel.

         25  Ms. Samuel was a well-known and well-loved community

                                                            27

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2  activist and philanthropist. Originally from Panama

          3  she started a very successful line of women's beauty

          4  product and became one of Panama's leading

          5  businesswomen. When she moved to New York, she

          6  graduated from an American High School and went on

          7  to receive a BA and Master's in Early Childhood

          8  Education.

          9                 Throughout her years she was deeply

         10  involved in her church, Emanuel Baptist Church,

         11  which is also my church. She received awards from

         12  the NAACP, the Black Political Action Union and the

         13  City Council of New York.

         14                 This is a fitting memory and honor of

         15  Ms. Samuel for all that she did in the Clinton Hill

         16  community, co-naming Lafayette Avenue in her honor.

         17  And to all my members of Emanuel Baptist Church, who

         18  lobbied me for the last four Sundays, we are finally

         19  doing this in honor of this great woman. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you, again,

         21  for taking the time to come out here.

         22                 And I look forward, possibly, Rosie,

         23  when you guys do the unveiling, if possible, I'd

         24  definitely like to be there.

         25                 Thank you very much.

                                                            28

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 MR. McWATER: Where should we hand in

          3  our testimony?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: If you give it to

          5  one of the sergeants, they'll make copies and make

          6  sure we have it.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 I'm going to do two things. Alan,

          9  we're going to take your vote. I'm going to call if

         10  Gerald Alperstein, am I saying that correctly? If

         11  you can make it up to the podium. Now, is there

         12  anyone else that's testifying? Did you sign in? I

         13  need everyone to sign in.

         14                 Mr. Alperstein, if you see the

         15  Sergeant, he'll take your testimony. I don't want to

         16  discourage you. Just fill out the form so we have

         17  it.

         18                 Billy, thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote on proposed

         23  Introduction 289-A, now stands at five in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

          3                 Why don't we start with you and we'll

          4  wait for him to sign in and then we can get going. I

          5  mean, then he can testify, okay?

          6                 MR. ALPERSTEIN: Madam Chairman, my

          7  testimony is probably about four minutes. Is it okay

          8  if I extend?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Of course.

         10                 MR. ALPERSTEIN; okay, thank you.

         11                 Good morning. I'm Gerry Alperstein,

         12  the Executive Director of the Jewish War Veterans in

         13  New York County.

         14                 The Jewish War Veterans of U.S.A. New

         15  York County Council requests that Asser Levy Place

         16  be co-named Jewish War Veterans Place for two

         17  significant reasons as follows:

         18                 1. Asser Levy, the person for whom

         19  the street already is named, was the first

         20  Jewish-American veteran, giving the proposed

         21  co-naming a natural connection.

         22                 In 1655, the New Amsterdam Colony's

         23  anti-Semitic governor Peter Stuyvesant refused to

         24  allow Jewish men to serve in the militia and instead

         25  charged them an additional tax. Asser Levy was the
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          2  leader of the four Jewish men who successfully who

          3  successfully sued for the right of Jewish men to

          4  serve in he colony's militia.

          5                 The Jewish War Veterans of the

          6  U.S.A., this country's oldest active veterans

          7  service organization, was organized in 1896 by

          8  Jewish Civil War Veterans when some prominent

          9  Americans including Mark Twain claimed Jews did not

         10  serve in the Civil War.

         11                 Since its inception, the Jewish War

         12  Veterans, like Asser Levy, has been in the forefront

         13  of opposing anti-Semetism. Our history includes

         14  leading the efforts in the 1930s for an economic

         15  boycott of Nazi Germany and opposing the

         16  German-American Bund. Last year the efforts of the

         17  Jewish War Veterans overcame 40 years of

         18  anti-Semetism against Korean War veteran Tibor Rubin

         19  who this year received a well-deserved Medal of

         20  Honor.

         21                 2. The Jewish War Veterans has had a

         22  significant role in the Manhattan V.A. Medical

         23  Center which takes up the entire two-block long

         24  western boundary of Asser Levy Place. Some examples

         25  follow:
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          2                 Former United States Senator Max

          3  Cleland, a triple amputee, rehabbed at the Manhattan

          4  V.A. Medical Center in the 1960s. While Cleland

          5  credits the hospital staff for his physical

          6  rehabilitation, he credits the volunteers of the

          7  Jewish War Veterans for his psychological

          8  rehabilitation.

          9                 The late V.A. Jewish Chaplain Rabbi

         10  Samuel Kaufman who served at the hospital for more

         11  than 40 years was proud of the fact that the

         12  hospital's Interfaith Chapel was opened in the 1950s

         13  with a Jewish War Veterans service.

         14                 A few years ago when a Jewish veteran

         15  with no family dies at the hospital, the Jewish War

         16  Veterans responded to a call from the hospital's

         17  administration to provide a "congregation" at his

         18  funeral.

         19                 Currently the Jewish War Veterans run

         20  a monthly Bingo game for the patients in a

         21  residential substance abuse rehabilitation program.

         22  We provide ice cream to all the patients on the

         23  service, award prizes to the winners and in December

         24  give presents to all the patients.

         25                 Also the Jewish War Veterans are
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          2  involved in many activities at the hospital

          3  including shabbos, yom tov and yizkor services;

          4  Chanukah and Purim celebrations, the Holocaust

          5  observance, which by the way was yesterday

          6  afternoon, patient holiday gifts and Hospitalized

          7  Veterans Recognition Week, and numerous activities

          8  of the hospital's Voluntary Service Office.

          9                 Many echelons of the Jewish War

         10  Veterans hold meetings and other functions at the

         11  Manhattan V.A. Medical Center. And over the last two

         12  years when two leaders of the New York County Jewish

         13  War Veterans died, the V.A. chapel was where their

         14  memorial services were held.

         15                 In conclusion, our request to co-name

         16  Asser Levy Place as "Jewish War Veterans Place" has

         17  been endorsed by Community Board 6 based on the

         18  Jewish War Veterans (a) having a significant

         19  affiliation and a direct relationship with Asser

         20  Levy Place; (b) having made significant

         21  contributions to the United States of America; and

         22  (c) having made significant and continuing

         23  contributions to the Manhattan V.A. Medical Center

         24  community.

         25                 And we thank you for your
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          2  consideration. And I would like to introduce the

          3  person to my left who is a New York County Jewish

          4  War Veterans Commander, Larry Epstein.

          5                 COMMANDER EPSTEIN: Chairman Foster,

          6  and I see we have a member of the Jewish War of

          7  Veterans on your Council, Alan Gerson, and Dan

          8  Garodnick was our sponsor in the district. And

          9  you've heard from our Director Alperstein that what

         10  we do at the hospital, and we also do not restrict

         11  any of our services to Jewish veterans alone, of

         12  course we help all veterans, and as of recently have

         13  helped some veterans who recently returned from the

         14  present service in Afghanistan and Iraq.

         15                 The thing that is especially

         16  important is that the Jewish War Veteran is an

         17  integral part of the heart of this City, having

         18  established here in 1896, and it's also Manhattan is

         19  the home of Post 1 of the entire Jewish War Veterans

         20  and the home of the New York County Council. So, we

         21  thank you for your consideration in this manner, and

         22  would hope you all attend, if it's passed, the

         23  naming, co-naming of the Jewish War Veteran Place.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 Is there anyone else here to testify?

          4  Okay, I just want to make sure.

          5                 Council Member Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair. And I want to thank all those who have

          8  shown up today, and I want to thank you, Madam

          9  Chair, and also your staff, for putting these names

         10  together, compiling this list, and it's an extensive

         11  list of name changes, it's not easy, and I do want

         12  to commend you and this Committee and its staff for

         13  doing so, and for allowing me the opportunity to

         14  introduce two today, Lutheran Place, basically

         15  Lutheran Church in my community is celebrating its

         16  hundredth anniversary this year, and Monsignor Burke

         17  Way, a person who has dedicated over 60 years of his

         18  Priesthood in the Rockaways, some of which, the band

         19  that he created, the music band that he created,

         20  still plays today in his honor. So, I appreciate the

         21  opportunity of being able to introduce those two

         22  items today. But, again, to you, Madam Chair, and

         23  your staff of the Committee, great job. Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Chair.

          5                 I did arrive on time to hear most of

          6  your comments, Madam Chair, on the significance of

          7  these street renamings, and I just want to say with

          8  respect to the content and the eloquence of your

          9  remarks, as well.

         10                 And I also want to draw your

         11  attention to two of the street renamings before us,

         12  and they're all, 58, of course are significant, but

         13  I wanted to -- Larry revealed a part of my past, to

         14  which not everyone may be aware, but as someone who

         15  has served in the Veterans, I do want to affirm for

         16  the record that I am a proud member of Post 1 of the

         17  JWV. I'm just afraid that the two witnesses, Madam

         18  Chair, did not give full breath to the scope of the

         19  activities of JWB. This has truly been a progressive

         20  organization. Historically, integrally involved in

         21  the Civil Rights Movement, one of the first, if not

         22  the first veterans organizations to oppose the

         23  Vietnam War, they continue to be a source, both of

         24  support to individual veterans and social progress.

         25                 So, certainly this street naming is
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          2  certainly in keeping with the values and principles

          3  of this Council and our City and the two witnesses

          4  reflect not only the very best of this organization

          5  but the very best of our City and I'm honored to be

          6  associated with them.

          7                 I also want to draw your attention to

          8  the fact that just a couple of blocks from where we

          9  sit we'll be renaming several blocks of Court

         10  Officer Memorial Way in the Borough of Manhattan.

         11  The Court Officers were among those who responded to

         12  9/11, that tragically lost members of their service.

         13  And too often we don't realize the significance of

         14  the role they play in our justice system, and indeed

         15  in our safety network, and it's very fitting that we

         16  honor those who perish and all of their comrads in

         17  this way.

         18                 So, with those remarks, I conclude by

         19  thanking you and the Committee staff for all your

         20  hard work.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         23                 Before we end, let me again thank the

         24  Committee. Or I don't think I say again, because I

         25  don't think I did it to begin with, thank you for
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          2  all the hard work. We have quite a few significant

          3  -- well, all name changes are significant, and one

          4  of the perks of the job is being able to hear

          5  testimony, such as the testimony we heard today,

          6  lending credence to the significance of renaming or

          7  co-naming and what it means to the people.

          8                 So, that having been said, and no

          9  more testimony, this meeting is adjourned. Thank

         10  you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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