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	TITLE:
	Resolution calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.7638.B/A.8091.B, providing that certain purchase contracts to purchase food can be awarded to a qualified bidder who complies with certain standards when such bid is not more than 10% higher than the lowest responsible bidder.




Introduction
On April 29, 2026, the Committee on Contracts, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, will hold a vote on Proposed Resolution Number 183-A (Prop. Res. No. 183-A), sponsored by Council Member Amanda Farías, calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.7638.B/A.8091.B, providing that certain purchase contracts to purchase food can be awarded to a qualified bidder who complies with certain standards when such bid is not more than 10% higher than the lowest responsible bidder.
The Committee previously heard Resolution Number 183 (“Res. No. 183”) on February 25, 2026.[footnoteRef:1] The resolution was subsequently amended, and the Committee will now consider Prop. Res. No. 183-A. [1:  See Meeting of the N.Y.C. Council Comm. on Contracts, Feb. 25, 2026, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7879096&GUID=89762C66-9682-4555-BF57-DDEB0C997693] 

BACKGROUND
New York City provides over 230 million meals to New Yorkers.[footnoteRef:2] This includes schools, homeless shelters, food pantries, jails, hospitals, and more.[footnoteRef:3] The Mayor’s Office of Food Policy (“MOFP”) helps to coordinate these efforts across City agencies by working with various commissioners and deputy mayors to examine food policy and guidance.[footnoteRef:4] MOFP is dedicated to “advanc[ing] the City’s efforts to increase food security, promot[ing] access to and consumption of healthy foods, and support[ing] economic opportunity and environmental sustainability in the food system.”[footnoteRef:5] Additionally, MOFP provides information on eligibility and applying for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, and Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children, or WIC, benefits.[footnoteRef:6] [2:  What is the Good Food Purchasing initiative?, MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/assets/foodpolicy/downloads/pdf/GFP_InitiativeOverview_HubFlyer.pdf.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  About, MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/site/foodpolicy/about/about.page (last visited Apr. 24, 2026).]  [5:  Id.]  [6:  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/site/foodpolicy/programs/snap-benefits.page.] 

MOFP produces multiple reports related to food procured by agencies and consumed by New Yorkers. In particular, MOFP tracks compliance with the City food standards, which apply to every agency.[footnoteRef:7] The latest compliance report indicates that of the 221 million meals and snacks served by the City between July 2024 and June 2025, citywide compliance with the standards reached 95 percent.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Food Standards, MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/site/foodpolicy/programs/food-standards.page (last visited Apr. 27, 2026).]  [8:  MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, NEW YORK CITY FOOD STANDARDS: 2025 COMPLIANCE REPORT 2 (2025), https://www.nyc.gov/assets/foodpolicy/downloads/pdf/NYC-Food-Standards-Compliance-2025.pdf.] 

In particular, to achieve MOFP’s food goals, it oversees the City’s Good Food Purchasing initiative.[footnoteRef:9] Good Food Purchasing is a values-based rather than solely economically driven method of food procurement.[footnoteRef:10] Similar values-based food procurement programs are used in cities across the world, such as Baltimore, Maryland; Belo Horizonte, Brazil; Mouans-Sartoux, France; and Pemba, Mozambique.[footnoteRef:11] The goal of MOFP’s initiative is to help City agencies procure food based on the core values of good nutrition, supporting local economies, enhancing environmental sustainability, promoting animal welfare, valuing the workforce, and maintaining transparency.[footnoteRef:12] In order to track the City’s usage of the Good Food Purchasing initiative, MOFP has created a dashboard that provides data regarding the stated values of the initiative.[footnoteRef:13] [9:  What is the Good Food Purchasing initiative?, MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/assets/foodpolicy/downloads/pdf/GFP_InitiativeOverview_HubFlyer.pdf.]  [10:  See Home, CTR. FOR GOOD FOOD PURCHASING, https://goodfoodpurchasing.org/ (last visited Apr. 27, 2026).]  [11:  What’s New, CITY FOOD POL’Y, https://www.cityfoodpolicy.com/whats-new/ (last visited Apr. 27, 2026).]  [12:  Good Food Purchasing, MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/site/foodpolicy/good-food-purchasing/good-food-purchasing.page (last visited Apr. 24, 2026).]  [13:  Purchasing Data, MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, https://www.nyc.gov/site/foodpolicy/good-food-purchasing/citywidedata.page (last visited Apr. 27, 2026).] 

[bookmark: _Ref200526434][bookmark: _Ref228178672][bookmark: _Ref200526867]Despite positive trends in food purchasing and compliance with food standards, there have been reported issues with food quality in City shelters for asylum seekers. The Committee has previously held oversight hearings regarding food quality in such shelters. In the most recent of those hearings, held on February 25, 2025, it appeared that little, if anything, had changed since the previous hearing.[footnoteRef:14] Multiple news articles have covered this alleged poor food quality within the shelter system.[footnoteRef:15] These quality issues include moldy food,[footnoteRef:16] food being prepared incorrectly to satisfy dietary restrictions despite statements claiming otherwise,[footnoteRef:17] and food still being frozen,[footnoteRef:18] among other things. Given these facts, and beliefs by New York State legislators that the Good Food New York law, currently being considered as S7638 (Hinchey) / A8091 (Peoples-Stokes), could alleviate pressures with “the lowest bidder [not] always brining the most healthy food” while ensuring that “anyone using any of the services that our government provides . . . are eating healthy food,” expanding on the City’s ability to pursue the Good Food Purchasing initiative could ameliorate these shelter food issues.[footnoteRef:19] [14:  Hrg. Tr. at 5:18–20, Joint Hearing on the Quality of Food in New York City Shelters Before the Council Comm. on Contracts and the Council Comm. on Econ. Dev., 2025 N.Y.C. Council Session, 5 (Feb. 25, 2025) (statement of Council Member Julie Won, Chair, Council Comm. on Contracts) (claiming “shelter residents and advocates continue to report the food quality as it remains poor”), available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/‌Legislation‌Detail.aspx?ID=7102155&GUID=1F9E7FBD-8A67-4A79-A979-8FBD281‌0CC4A&‌Options‌=&Search= [hereinafter Joint Hearing].]  [15:  See, e.g., Arya Sundaram, Moldy food and sometimes not enough of it. Cuisine at NYC shelters under the spotlight., GOTHAMIST, Feb. 25, 2025, https://gothamist.com/news/moldy-food-and-sometimes-not-enough-of-it-cuisine-at-nyc-shelters-under-the-spotlight; Tim McNicholas, Food waste at NYC shelters scrutinized. “There’s no quality control,” councilmember says., CBS N.Y., Nov. 22, 2024, https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/food-waste-at-city-shelters/; Gabriela Henriquez Stoikow, Shelter Food Is Hurting Migrants; The Department of Homeless Services Serves It Anyway, DOCUMENTED, May 1, 2024, https://documentedny.com/‌2024/‌05/‌01/‌shelter-food-migrants-sick-nyc/.]  [16:  McNicholas, supra note 14.]  [17:  Joint Hearing, supra note 13 at 37:14–22 (statement of Majority Leader Amanda Farías, Chair, Council Comm. on Econ. Dev.).]  [18:  Stoikow, supra note 14.]  [19:  See Ryan Whalen, After veto, New York lawmakers ready to try again with ‘Good Food’ bill, SPECTRUM NEWS 1 (Jan. 30, 2025), https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/politics/2025/01/30/after-veto--lawmakers-ready-to-try-again-with--good-food--bill.] 

MOFP has worked with advocates and other City agencies, such as the Mayor’s Office of Contract Services and the Law Department, to advocate for the passage of the Good Food New York law.[footnoteRef:20] MOFP and advocates believe that the legislation would provide the City with “greater flexibility to buy better food.”[footnoteRef:21] Advocates have also stated that the legislation would allow municipalities to support New York State’s climate goals as set under the Climate Leadership & Community Protection Act.[footnoteRef:22] [20:  MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POL’Y, FOOD FORWARD NYC: 2-YEAR PROGRESS REPORT, FY 2024-25 8 (July 2025), https://www.nyc.gov/assets/foodpolicy/downloads/pdf/NYC_FoodReport_2025.pdf.]  [21:  Id.]  [22:  Press Release, Community Food Advocates, NYS-Good Food Purchasing Program Coalition Statement on Governor Hochul’s Veto of the Good Food NY Bill (Dec. 23, 2024), https://www.foodadvocates.org/press-links/coalition-statement-goodfoodny-veto.] 
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Proposed Res. No. 183-A

By Council Member Farías, Won, Brewer, Louis, Cabán, Schulman, Epstein and Banks

..Title
Resolution calling on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.7638.B/A.8091.B, providing that certain purchase contracts to purchase food can be awarded to a qualified bidder who complies with certain standards when such bid is not more than 10% higher than the lowest responsible bidder
..Body

	Whereas, New York City agencies purchase nearly $500 million food annually, serving nearly 200 million meals; and
	Whereas, The Mayor’s Office of Food Policy seeks to improve the quality and sustainability of food procured by city agencies under the Good Food Purchasing Program, which prioritizes local economies, environmental sustainability, worker well being, animal welfare, equity, nutrition, and supply chain transparency, accountability and enforcement; and
	Whereas, Despite the efforts of the Mayor’s Office of Food Policy to improve the quality, nutrition, sourcing and sustainability of meals purchased by city agencies, residents of city shelters and other recipients of city-purchased meals regularly complain about the quality of food they are served; and
	Whereas, Procurement Policy Board rules often require agencies to select vendors based on the price of their bids, outweighing other concerns like food quality or environmental impact; and
	Whereas, significant portions of the City's food contracts go to suppliers that provide unhealthy foods and repeatedly violate labor, environmental and animal rights standards; and
	Whereas, S.7638.B/A.8091B would allow agencies procuring food to make purchasing decisions based on factors in addition to price; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.7638.B/A.8091.B, providing that certain purchase contracts to purchase food can be awarded to a qualified bidder who complies with certain standards when such bid is not more than 10% higher than the lowest possible bidder.
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