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          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I am Christine

          3  Quinn. I am Chair of the City Council's Health

          4  Committee and we are here today to vote on

          5  Preconsidered Intro. 328-A and Preconsidered Intro.

          6  329-A. I've been joined by my colleagues on the

          7  Committee, Helen Sears of Queens, Dr. Kendall

          8  Stewart of Brooklyn, the Minority Leader of Staten

          9  Island Jimmy Oddo, and the Chair of our

         10  Environmental Protection Committee and the lead

         11  sponsor of these two bills, Council Member Jim

         12  Gennaro.

         13                 I want to say there is also another

         14  resolution that was introduced by Council Member

         15  McMahon, which relates to these issues which we will

         16  be voting on in early May at our next hearing that

         17  relates -- May 3rd, and that's urging the State to

         18  create an Urban Pesticide Board. So we will be

         19  voting on that on May 3rd. And I now want to turn

         20  the mic over to Council member, the Chair of our

         21  Environmental Protection Committee, Jim Gennaro, to

         22  give an opening statement on these two bills.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         24  Chairperson Quinn. Thank you for your leadership on

         25  this and so many other environmental issues. We

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  wouldn't be sitting here today without the good

          3  efforts of you and all of the good members of the

          4  Health Committee, who see the issue of pesticide use

          5  as the important issue that it is.

          6                 So, I thank you, Chairperson Quinn,

          7  and all the members of this Committee for your

          8  support.

          9                 And, so, yes, I'd like to make a few

         10  remarks about this landmark legislation, and that

         11  these bills, that is 328 and 329 will mean that

         12  families will live around much fewer pesticides in

         13  their homes, in their buildings, their schools,

         14  their neighborhoods. It will mean that workers have

         15  fewer pesticides in their workplaces, a worker will

         16  have to endure less harmful exposure to these toxic

         17  chemicals, as a part of their jobs, and these bills

         18  mean that we'll be putting fewer pesticides into New

         19  York's environment, into its air, its water, and its

         20  land and it will certainly establish New York City

         21  as a national leader in reducing its reliance on

         22  toxic pesticides and thus protecting its citizens

         23  and its environment.

         24                 And once again, I wish to acknowledge

         25  Chairperson Quinn for her co-sponsorship of these
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          2  bills, and the leadership that she's provided on

          3  this and so many other great issues before this

          4  Committee.

          5                 Of course, I wish to thank Speaker

          6  Miller for his commitment to the environment and to

          7  public health that he has shown in all of his work

          8  on these bills and every other great piece of

          9  environmental and health-related bill that he's been

         10  involved in.

         11                 We got a lot of help in working out

         12  the details on these bills from the Bloomberg

         13  Administration, particularly Chris Manning and the

         14  Mayor's Office, they're very cooperative, and it was

         15  a great collaboration and we expect the Mayor be

         16  able to sign these bills and we certainly hope that

         17  that's the case.  Jeremy Hoffman of Council Member

         18  Quinn's staff, who was very, very helpful, and to

         19  Gelvina Stevenson, who put countless hours into

         20  crafting and getting us to where we are today, and,

         21  of course, all of the members of the Health

         22  Committee for all of their good work.

         23                 So, thank you, Chairperson Quinn.

         24  Thank you for the opportunity to speak on these

         25  bills.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: You're welcome.

          3  Thank you very much for your leadership and

          4  introducing them and for your leadership on the

          5  environment and the Council.

          6                 I also want to say we're voting, in

          7  addition on the two bills, on the preconsidered

          8  resolution that finds that Intro. 329-A did not have

          9  a significant adverse impact on the environment.

         10                 So, those are the three things we're

         11  voting on today, and, I again, want to thank the

         12  Chair of the Environmental Protection Committee for

         13  moving these two bills forward which will go a long

         14  way to reducing the City's use of pesticides, and in

         15  particular the City's use of the worst and the most

         16  dangerous pesticides and also moving the City

         17  forward to make sure we, too, are part of the New

         18  York State Neighbor Notification Law, which is very

         19  important so people know when their neighbors are or

         20  are not using pesticides so that they can take the

         21  appropriate steps that they think they should be

         22  taking to protect themselves and the health of their

         23  family.

         24                 I also want to --

         25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We thought it
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          2  was a hearing here. And some of us came a long way

          3  to testify. And we feel that we need to have some

          4  testimony to --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I just want to

          6  make sure everyone remembers we had a lengthy

          7  hearing on this bill in November. We've been

          8  negotiating the bill for a number of months. I want

          9  to Chris Manning and the Mayor's Office of

         10  Legislative Affairs for their work on this. I want

         11  to also thank, as Chairperson Gennaro mentioned,

         12  Gelvina Stevenson of the Health Committee for all

         13  her work on this, also the folks on the

         14  Environmental Protection Committee who have helped

         15  us out on this because this is not our typical work

         16  on the Committee, and also Jeremy Hoffman of my

         17  staff, David Pristin and Josh Aaronson of the Health

         18  Committee staff.

         19                 And with that, unless there are any

         20  comments my colleagues would like to make, we will

         21  move to a vote.

         22                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Why aren't

         23  citizen activists --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Great. Clerk, if

         25  you could please call the roll.
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          2                 Sir, you're going to need to sit

          3  down, or you're going to be asked to leave.

          4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Why aren't

          5  citizen activists --

          6                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Sir, if you don't

          7  sit down, you'll be asked to leave.

          8                 Okay, if the clerk could call the

          9  roll.

         10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It's really

         11  wrong.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         18  explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes, of course.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         21                 I am voting yes, but I think that in

         22  lieu of just what we recently heard, that I think I

         23  should emphasize of how fair the Chair has been and

         24  the extensive and lengthy hearings that we have had

         25  on this bill, and the enormous work that went into
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          2  negotiating it, compromises, and the changes that

          3  went in it for the betterment of the City of New

          4  York, that although I can understand the

          5  disappointment of someone finding out that there is

          6  not testimony, the fact of the matter is that he did

          7  have every opportunity to do so, and certainly we

          8  have a lengthy testimony, as everyone has here, that

          9  is to go into the record. So, I just feel that that

         10  has to be noted. I vote aye.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         12  much, Council Member Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Just for the

         17  record, to make it complete, when the City Council

         18  passed the smoking bill, Chairwoman Quinn held 42

         19  hearings last lasted 642 days. The New York State

         20  Legislature passed similar legislation without

         21  having a hearing. No one on any issue involved in

         22  health in the City of New York can accuse this chair

         23  of shutting down the public process.

         24                 Not today, not yesterday, not ever.

         25                 I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          3  the affirmative, no negative and no abstention, the

          4  item is adopted. Please sign the report.

          5                 Thank you all very much, and thank

          6  you for the support of my colleagues. And if we

          7  could leave the record open a little bit, because I

          8  think that Council Member Reed is at a hearing in

          9  250, and with thanks and congratulations, this

         10  hearing is adjourned.

         11                 (The following written testimony was

         12  read into the record.)

         13

         14

         15  Written Testimony Of:

         16  Stephen L. Tvedten

         17

         18                 My name is Stephen L. Tvedten. I have

         19  spent virtually a professional lifetime looking for

         20  and finding safe and far more effective alternatives

         21  to dangerous pesticide POISONS. A copy of some of

         22  that professional lifetime experience is attached

         23  for your convenience.

         24                 I am submitting written testimony to

         25  the committee titled Common Sense is not too common
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          2  for its review for consideration to augment a

          3  prepared and educational show-and tell of some of

          4  the products containing pesticide POISONS. The

          5  purpose of this show-and-tell is to demonstrate that

          6  there truly are many safe, simple and effective

          7  alternatives to using dangerous pesticide POISONS.

          8  Attached for your convenience are images of some of

          9  the products that are considered dangerous pesticide

         10  POISONS.

         11                 Also attached for your convenience

         12  are the following articles for your review and

         13  consideration:

         14                 A. West Nile Virus Parts 1 and 2

         15  written by Rachael Massey, who is a consultant to

         16  the Environmental Research Foundation.

         17                 B. Chapter 23 titled "the Best

         18  Control for Mosquitoes" from my book The Best

         19  Control.

         20                 C. Impact of naked (Dibrom 14) on the

         21  mosquito vectors of eastern equine encephalitis

         22  virus that was published in the Journal of the

         23  American Mosquito Control Association that was

         24  written by Howard Oliver of the New York State

         25  Department of Health, CUNY College ESF, Syracuse.
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          2                 D. A Fourteen City/County Comparative

          3  Analysis.

          4                 Common Sense is not too common.

          5                 In 1945, the National Geographic ran

          6  an article entitled: "Your New World of Tomorrow."

          7  The photo showed two boys running after and into the

          8  almost opaque cloud of DDT being sprayed over a New

          9  York City playground to try to "control" mosquitoes.

         10  The sign on the side of the spray truck states:

         11  "Powerful Insecticide, Harmless To Humans."

         12  Obviously, some things never change.

         13                 First of all, there no longer is any

         14  doubt that your "powerful" pesticide POISONS are

         15  truly not harmless to humans and/or the environment.

         16  If you wish I can provide expert testimony that

         17  POISONS are not "safe" or you can simply contact

         18  your own local expert - New York State Office of

         19  Attorney Eliot Spitzer.

         20                 Secondly, there really should not be

         21  any doubt as to how "powerful" these dangerous

         22  insecticide POISONS truly are NOT!

         23                 In New York, you have continued to

         24  needlessly spend literally a "river of gold" as you

         25  have routinely sprayed virtually every POISON known
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          2  to man for the last sixty years and you have even

          3  more mosquito problems now, than when you first

          4  began to use these useless and dangerous POISONS to

          5  "control" Mosquito infestations! How long will it

          6  take before you in the New York City Health

          7  Department realize your continual use/misuse of

          8  "Powerful Insecticides" has been an "exercise in

          9  futility" and an extreme danger to the people and

         10  pets of New York City? What will that take?

         11                 I recall a 1/6/05 article entitled:

         12  EPA sues a pesticide spraying company violating

         13  pesticide rules that states as follows:

         14                 "NEW YORK, NY. -- The U.S.

         15  Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has filed a

         16  complaint against Clarke Environmental Mosquito

         17  Management, Inc. for violating the Federal

         18  Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act between

         19  May and November of 2000.

         20                 During that period, the company

         21  applied pesticides throughout the five boroughs

         22  under a contract with the New York City Department

         23  of Health to control disease-carrying mosquitoes and

         24  reduce the risk of West Nile Virus. Clarke

         25  Environmental is headquartered in Roselle, Illinois.
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          2  EPA is seeking penalties of $742,500 against the

          3  company for having pesticide applicators use the

          4  registered pesticides Anvil and Vectolex in a manner

          5  not permitted by the labeling" I would like to note

          6  that even when these "powerful" pesticide POISONS

          7  were misused, you STILL did not get "control".

          8                 Dr. Richard Baker, an entomologist at

          9  the UF Research Lab, has noted that it takes about 2

         10  or 3 direct "droplet hits" from an airplane or spray

         11  truck pesticide mist to kill a mosquito. If the

         12  mosquito gets hit with only one droplet, which

         13  happens to millions of mosquitoes when the

         14  pesticides are sprayed - will survive and would very

         15  likely be developing significant resistance to the

         16  pesticide POISON due to this high level of

         17  sub-lethal pesticide exposure.

         18                 For over 40 years as a caring pest

         19  control professional, I have constantly observed all

         20  over this Nation that when people stop using

         21  dangerous pesticide POISONS to try to "control"

         22  Mosquitoes that they get better Mosquito control.

         23  And I am obviously not alone in my observations.

         24  Over a period of eleven years, Cicero Swamp right

         25  here in central New York State was sprayed fifteen
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          2  times with one insecticide and once with another.

          3  Instead of declining, the mosquito population grew

          4  fifteen-fold during this period, which should begin

          5  to suggest to you that your continual use/misuse and

          6  reliance on these "powerful" pesticides dramatically

          7  altered the ecological balance of the swamp -

          8  killing dragonfiles, fish and other natural

          9  predators that safely and far more effectively

         10  control mosquitoes - for FREE! I personally believe

         11  that your repeated spraying of these "powerful"

         12  insecticide POISONS actually has produced

         13  pesticide-resistant "super" mosquitoes.

         14                 Your own New York research provides

         15  strong evidence of how mosquito control pesticides

         16  (once applied to a "pristine" wildlife habitat) can

         17  then result in a dramatic increase in the incidence

         18  rate of encephalitis carrying mosquitoes in the

         19  area. Several of the theories regarding this issue

         20  include:

         21                 1) Weakening of Wildlife Immune

         22  Systems - Due to the recent increase in journal

         23  articles finding that low level chemical exposures

         24  can decrease the quality of mammalian immune system

         25  function, it is quite reasonable to expect wildlife
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          2  in this immune weakened state to contract

          3  encephalitis more frequently. Therefore, one would

          4  also expect to see an actual increase in the numbers

          5  of mosquitoes developing encephalitis (since their

          6  chance of biting encephalitis infected wildlife has

          7  also increased.)

          8                 2) Damage to the mosquito genetic

          9  structures - Studies have shown that mosquitoes with

         10  a "leaky" stomach barrier allow transfer of the

         11  encephalitis virus from their stomach to their

         12  salivary glands (after ingesting a contaminated

         13  blood-meal). Mosquitoes which do not exhibit this

         14  "leaky" stomach condition do not appear to be able

         15  to contract encephalitis either at all - or as

         16  readily. Therefore, since chemical pesticides are

         17  well-known to induce genetic damage in tests in

         18  living cells  and in animal test models, the

         19  possibility must be considered that genetic

         20  mutations could very well be occurring to the genes

         21  within the mosquito which control proper stomach

         22  integrity and that this resulting loss of integrity

         23  could be increasing the encephalitis development

         24  rate among mosquitoes.

         25                 I believe that simply doing nothing
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          2  but allowing the wind to blow them away and allowing

          3  the various natural control mechanisms some time to

          4  "catch up" generally is the best Mosquito control

          5  strategy. Natural predators, e.g., dragonflies and

          6  fish control mosquito infestations better and safer

          7  than continuing to use ineffective and dangerous

          8  pesticide POISONS for another 60 years. I believe

          9  that once the area birds develop an immunity in 2- 3

         10  years to West Nile Virus, this will naturally help

         11  control this disease.

         12                 There are many safe and far more

         13  effective alternatives and Mosquito controls that

         14  will cost you less money and cause you far less

         15  contamination and/or health problems.

         16                 It helps if you know your enemy and

         17  if you use common sense. Did you know that

         18  Mosquitoes function best at 80 degrees Fahrenheit;

         19  into a 3 mph wind? Please download and read my free

         20  Mosquito Control Chapter available at:

         21  Http://www.thebestcontrol.com.

         22                 We have a brain about 125,000 times

         23  that of the Mosquito - use it and we can never lose;

         24  continue to use/misuse dangerous pesticide POISONS

         25  and you can not win. If you STILL insist on using
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          2  these useless and dangerous POISONS to try to

          3  "control" Mosquitoes in New York City, make sure

          4  that whoever you pay to apply these terrible toxins

          5  will Guarantee you in writing that he/she will be

          6  financially responsible/liable for any subsequent

          7  sickness caused by the POISONS and/or any diseases

          8  carried by the Mosquitoes that he/she was obviously

          9  still unable to "control".

         10                 In addition to safe and far more

         11  effective mosquito control alternatives, there are

         12  literally thousands of safe and far more effective

         13  controls for every pest problem faxing the people of

         14  New York City. Int No. 329 S17-902(c) that states

         15  all city agencies and contractors in fulfillment of

         16  contracts with city agencies shall use a

         17  not-pesticide alternative, whenever such alternative

         18  is available for control of pests on property owned

         19  or leased by the city but if they do not bother to

         20  look, no such alternative exists.

         21                 Respectfully, Stephen L. Tvedten.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)

         23

         24
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