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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Michael KEOGH, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Intro. No: 604


Committee:
Health



	Title: A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the powers and duties of the office of chief medical examiner.

	Sponsors:
Council Members Rivera, James and Martinez (by request of the Mayor)



	Summary of Legislation:  This legislation amends section 557 of the charter of the city of New York and Sections 11-201 and 11-205 of the Administrative Code to give the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) the authority to perform the functions of the City mortuary and to provide forensic and related testing and analysis. Specifically, the chief medical examiner shall perform the functions of the city mortuary and related functions, including the removal, transportation and disposal of unclaimed or unidentified human remains and the remains of those individuals who have died outside of a medical institution.  The chief medical examiner may, to the extent permitted by law, provide forensic and related testing and analysis, and ancillary services, in furtherance of investigations concerning persons both alive and deceased, including but not limited to: performing autopsies; performing deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) testing and other forms of genetic testing and analysis; obtaining samples and exemplars; performing pathology, histology and toxicology testing and analysis; and determining the cause or manner of injuries and/or death.  



	Effective Date: This legislation would take effect immediately.



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: NA



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY08

FY Succeeding

Effective FY08

Full Fiscal

Impact FY09

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  None.



	Impact on Expenditures:  There would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation, which codifies in the New York city charter and the administrative code changes in the management of the City's mortuaries and additional functions undertaken by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) due to advancements in technology, such as DNA testing.

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  NA



	Source of Information:   City Council Finance Division 

                                                New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:     Veronica McNeil, Assistant Director

                                                Rocco D’Angelo, Legislative Financial Analyst



	History:
Referred to the Committee on Health on July 25, 2007.  Hearing held by Committee on October 11, 2007.  To be re-considered by the Committee on October 17, 2007.

	Date Submitted to Council:  July 25, 2007 
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