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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I know you have some

          3  special guests here this afternoon, and we'd love it

          4  if you would introduce them.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Good

          6  afternoon, everyone. Thank you, Speaker Miller.

          7                 I'm honored today to have come before

          8  the City Council Chambers a young woman who has been

          9  working for over 30 years, providing a venue and an

         10  opportunity for young people to express themselves.

         11  Clearly, with our school system where we've

         12  eliminated a lot of after school programs and

         13  enrichment programs, it's important that we have

         14  community people that have stepped up, and Miss

         15  Lucille Hill and the Lucille Hill Dance Theatre has

         16  been working for over 30 years in the southeast

         17  Queens Community.

         18                 Ms. Hill, can you come forward? I'm

         19  sorry. And her guests. They can come a little

         20  closer. Come on up.

         21                 Lucille Hill has had a dance theater

         22  in our community. She has trained countless,

         23  hundreds of young people, giving them self-esteem,

         24  poise and dignity while they've been learning to

         25  become positive young adults.
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          2                 She has been able, in her 30-year

          3  history, to influence a lot of other people who have

          4  gone on to put together their own dance theatre

          5  groups and have been able to contribute in other

          6  ways.

          7                 But I will read the proclamation, or,

          8  no, I don't have to read the proclamation. We're at

          9  the Chambers, yes. I'm sorry, I'm used to doing it

         10  in the community.

         11                 Now I give it to the Speaker, but,

         12  again, I just want to thank Mrs. Hill, and for

         13  everything that she is doing in the community to

         14  continually uplift our young people by giving them

         15  some positive outlook, by training them to be more

         16  than they thought they could be.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Now if the Clerk

         19  would read the proclamation.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         21  of New York, Proclamation.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is pleased and proud to join the family and

         24  friends of the Reverend Lucille Chambers Hill in

         25  recognizing her good works and to praise her for her
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          2  devotion and dedication to the enhancement of music

          3  and dance education in the City of New York; and

          4                 Whereas: On Wednesday, July 23, 2003,

          5  Reverend Hill is being honored by the New York City

          6  Council in recognition of her outstanding career as

          7  a Minister, Educator and choreographer of liturgical

          8  dance - a career that has also seen her excel as

          9  founder and president of the Theatre of Dance

         10  Movement, Cultural Arts School in St. Albans; and

         11                 Whereas: Reverend Hill has been

         12  trained in the art of dance since the age of three;

         13  she further studied at the Philadelphia School of

         14  Arts, Melissa Hayden School of Ballet and the Dance

         15  Theatre of Harlem, and she earned her Bachelor and

         16  Masters Degrees in Education and Administration from

         17  St. John's University and a Masters of Divinity

         18  degree from the Interdenominational Theological

         19  Center, Atlanta; and.

         20                 Whereas: Reverend Hill serves as

         21  Minister and Education Director at the John Wesley

         22  United Methodist Church in Brooklyn, the Flat

         23  Schools United Methodist Church, Atlanta and the

         24  Bronx Christian Fellowship. In addition, she

         25  pioneered liturgical dance at Allen A.M.E. Church of
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          2  Jamaica, Queens and other Churches in the African

          3  Methodist First Episcopal District; and

          4                 Whereas: Throughout her career as an

          5  outstanding educator and administrator, the Reverend

          6  Lucille Chambers Hill has been supported and

          7  encouraged by her loving and devoted family, her

          8  husband, Reverend Ellis R. Hill, Jr. and her three

          9  children; in her community she is an ardent and

         10  loyal member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the

         11  National Sacred Dance Guild, the N.A.A.C.P., and the

         12  Negro Council of Women; and

         13                 Whereas: Lucille Chambers Hill has

         14  been a wonderful teacher and a dominant force in

         15  enhancing the lives of so many persons; she has

         16  fulfilled the ministry to which God called her by

         17  bringing happiness and cultural attainment to the

         18  communities and congregations she served; and

         19                 Whereas: The Reverend Lucille

         20  Chambers Hill has earned the respect, admiration and

         21  love of the people of New York by sharing her gifts

         22  and talents with others and by following Acts 17:28

         23  - "In Him we move and have our being"; now,

         24  therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York most gratefully honors the REVEREND

          3  LUCILLE CHAMBERS HILL for her outstanding dedication

          4  and commitment to the residents of the City of New

          5  York.

          6                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip,

          9  Council Member, 27th District, Queens.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much for

         11  all you've done for our great City. We are honored

         12  that you are here with us, and we'd love it if you

         13  would grace us with a few words.

         14                 REVEREND HILL: Praise the Lord.

         15                 I'd like to first thank all of my

         16  staff who have come with me, and all of them who

         17  have been with me for just about 30 years, and I'd

         18  like to thank Mr. Comrie, who has recognized the

         19  works of Theatre Dance Movements, and with the help

         20  of the good Lord, we will continue to move our

         21  children to an even higher level where they can

         22  dream beyond their environment.

         23                 I thank you for this.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:
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          2  Congratulations, again, Mrs. Hill. Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          4  Addabbo.

          5                 He has a special guest as well. If

          6  you'd like to come forward and introduce him, that

          7  would be great.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you

          9  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         10                 At this time I'd like to call up Mr.

         11  Joe Scorcia. I've known Joe for many years, a

         12  resident of my district, but more importantly, I

         13  think he's going to be setting an example to many of

         14  us in a very short moment.

         15                 Joe is the New York State

         16  representative in the national Senior Olympics

         17  representing New York State just recently, and he is

         18  a Gold Medal winner. Let's see it, Joe. He is the

         19  Gold Medal winner from the High Jump Competition.

         20  And, again, Joe, I want to congratulate you for

         21  setting an example for all of us in keeping in good

         22  shape, and at this point, give it over to Speaker

         23  Gifford Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: We'd ask the clerk to

         25  read the proclamation.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          3  New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased to honor Joseph M. Scorcia on

          6  his many remarkable achievements and his numerous

          7  and invaluable contributions to the City of New

          8  York; and

          9                 Whereas: We are a city made strong by

         10  the efforts of individuals and organizations who

         11  give exemplary service to the community, whether

         12  through participating in volunteer programs, through

         13  unique personal achievements in their professional

         14  or other endeavors, or through a lifetime of good

         15  citizenry; and

         16                 Whereas: Joseph Scorcia is one such

         17  individual that exemplifies all that is most

         18  noteworthy and admirable in our citizenry. Joseph

         19  Scorcia was born in Brooklyn to immigrant Italian

         20  parents. He was schooled in Brooklyn and graduated

         21  from Brooklyn Technical High School. While in high

         22  school Joseph excelled in track and field; and

         23                 Whereas: After working his way up to

         24  foreman at a local company, Mr. Scorcia left this

         25  position to volunteer for the United States Army.
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          2  Upon his return from service, Joseph opened his own

          3  retail oil business. He got married and continued to

          4  grow roots in the Brooklyn community before

          5  purchasing a home and moving to Howard Beach,

          6  Queens; and

          7                 Whereas: For the next fifty-two

          8  years, Mr. Scorcia watched the community grow.

          9  During many of those years, Mr. Scorcia served as

         10  Vice President on the board of directors for the

         11  Brooklyn Philharmonic Orchestra. He was awarded The

         12  National Conference of Christians and Jews' award

         13  for Outstanding Service to the Community; and

         14                 Whereas: Mr. Scorcia's colorful

         15  contributions only diversified as he grew older. As

         16  a hobby, he began managing professional boxers - a

         17  passion that took him around the world. One of his

         18  boxers even became a world champion. He also became

         19  involved in the senior games. Reliving his high

         20  school days as a Brooklyn track and field star,

         21  Joseph won a gold medal at The National Summer

         22  Senior Olympics. He accomplished this eat on his

         23  eighty-first birthday; and

         24                 Whereas: Today, we applaud Mr. Joseph

         25  Scorcia for taking advantage of a life full of
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          2  endless opportunities. He has truly embraced life

          3  and all its wonders; now, therefore

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors JOSEPH M. SCORCIA for

          6  outstanding public service to the City, and the

          7  community.

          8                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

          9  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         10  for the Entire Council; Joseph P. Addabbo, Council

         11  Member, 32nd District, Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very proud of

         13  you as a City. We're glad that you're here with us

         14  and we would love it if you would grace us with a

         15  few words.

         16                 MR. SCORCIA: I'm 81 years old. I'm a

         17  senior citizen, an old senior citizen, but you'll

         18  have to understand that nobody is old as a senior

         19  citizen. They take advantage of us saying that we're

         20  too old to do anything. We're not. We could do

         21  anything you put your mind to do. I believe that

         22  you've got to do a lot of things, exercise, join

         23  different gyms, because if you do all that you'll

         24  never get old. You'll only get old if you don't do

         25  any exercising. Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you. And

          3  we're so glad your family is here with us, as well.

          4  Thank you for coming today.

          5                 MR. SCORCIA: Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          7  Perkins I know has some very special guests.

          8                 Council Member Perkins, if you'd like

          9  to introduce them.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         11  very much, Mr. Speaker. I want to make a few remarks

         12  before I present them.

         13                 Let me just say, on behalf of my

         14  colleagues and I here at the Council and the City of

         15  New York, it is my distinct pleasure to welcome all

         16  of the members in support of this very important

         17  organization, Women In Islam, to City Hall.

         18                 Thank you all for accepting my

         19  invitation. Women In Islam is an organization of

         20  professional and social activists Muslim women who

         21  represent human rights and social justice interests.

         22                 The organization was founded in 1992

         23  in direct response to the tragedies of the war in

         24  Bosnia and particularly the attacks on women in the

         25  Bosnian rape camps.
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          2                 The organization's mission is

          3  dedicated to the empowerment of women through

          4  education and participation in society. Their

          5  programs and initiatives are designed to (1)

          6  increase knowledge of their way of life; (2)

          7  eliminate ingrained and indigenous practices that

          8  devalue Muslim women globally; (3) build bridges of

          9  understanding across cultural boundaries in the

         10  interest of social justice; (4) cultivate Islamic

         11  scholarship and leadership among Muslim women and

         12  youth. These are just some of their organizational

         13  goals.

         14                 This year Women In Islam held their

         15  second annual Dr. Betty Shabazz memorial lecture and

         16  award ceremony at the Shomburg Center for Research

         17  and Black Culture located on Malcolm X Boulevard in

         18  my district.

         19                 My office has pledged our support for

         20  these memorial lecture series honoring the memory of

         21  Dr. Betty Shabazz, the wife of Haj Malik Shabazz,

         22  also known as Malcolm X. And the many women who are

         23  helping others in our communities every day and who

         24  often go unrecognized.

         25                 Let me just take a moment to
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          2  acknowledge some representatives and supporters here

          3  today.

          4                 First, let me acknowledge and thank

          5  Ms. Iasha L. Odawia (phonetic), the Executive

          6  Director of Women In Islam, who will say a few words

          7  in a moment. And the New York City Human Rights

          8  Commissioner Omar Mohammed, as well as other members

          9  and supporters of the organization.

         10                 At this time I ask Ms. Iasha L.

         11  Odawia to step forward and receive the proclamation

         12  on behalf of Women In Islam.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we're going to

         14  ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         15                 Clerk, if you could read the

         16  proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is proud and pleased to honor Women In

         21  Islam Inc., for its commitment to human rights and

         22  social justice issues; and

         23                 Whereas: Women In Islam is an

         24  organization of professional and social activist

         25  Muslim women representing a broad spectrum of human
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          2  rights and social justice interests. The

          3  organization was founded in 1992, in direct response

          4  to atrocities perpetuated against Muslim women

          5  around the world; and

          6                 Whereas: The organization is

          7  dedicated to the empowerment of women through

          8  knowledge and practice of Islam. Centuries ago,

          9  Islam elevated the position of women in society and

         10  treated them on equal and equitable standing with

         11  men. The organizations mandate is to work tirelessly

         12  to reclaim that legacy; and

         13                 Whereas: Women in Islam seeks to

         14  provide a forum for action to improve the quality of

         15  life for Muslim women at home, as well as abroad.

         16  Their objective is to address issues pertinent to

         17  Muslim communities worldwide and cooperate with

         18  those individuals and organizations engaged in work

         19  to promote global peace and social justice; and

         20                 Whereas: The group's mission is to

         21  support and promote the spiritual, intellectual, and

         22  socio-political development of women, and to foster

         23  more dynamic participation in civil society. Their

         24  programs and initiatives are designed to build

         25  bridges of understanding across cultural boundaries
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          2  in the interest of global social justice; and

          3                 Whereas: The organization serves as a

          4  resource and inspiration for all people working

          5  towards freedom of Muslim women. This year marks the

          6  second anniversary of the Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial

          7  Lecture and Award Ceremony, which "honors women who

          8  dedicate their lives to helping others," and

          9                 Whereas: Today, we pay our respects

         10  to Women in Islam, Inc., for striving to "arise out

         11  of you a band of people inviting to all that is

         12  good. Enjoining what is right, and forbidding what

         13  is wrong;" now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors WOMEN IN ISLAM INC. for

         16  outstanding public service to the City, and the

         17  community.

         18                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Three, Speaker Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         21  Majority Leader, Council Member 9th District,

         22  Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for being

         24  with us. We would be appreciative if you would say a

         25  few words.
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          2                 MS. ODAWIA: I would love to. I was

          3  told not to read my notes so I will speak

          4  extemporaneously.

          5                 I'd like to begin by saying (Islamic)

          6  may your constant companion be at peace, and to

          7  thank Councilman Bill Perkins for his continuous

          8  efforts in seeking out these kinds of opportunities

          9  to recognize community efforts and to empower the

         10  community by spotlighting such grassroots

         11  organizations as ours.

         12                 Dr. Betty Shabazz is part of the

         13  reason why we're here today, and I'll speak briefly

         14  about the memorial lecture and award ceremony.

         15                 It's our second annual attempt to not

         16  only recognize the contributions of Dr. Betty

         17  Shabazz, who was the wife of Malcolm X, but also to

         18  provide opportunities to acknowledge women who make

         19  contributions, who sacrifice themselves, who

         20  dedicate their lives to helping others and who

         21  rarely are recognized for the contributions that

         22  they make.

         23                 So that is an opportunity, it's our

         24  opportunity to bring those women forward in our

         25  community, and acknowledge them as our unsung
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          2  heroes.

          3                 I'd also like to acknowledge and

          4  thank some of the other supporters and members of

          5  our organization here, and I hope that this will be

          6  an opportunity for us to forge greater coalitions

          7  with people of good faith across cultural, ethnic,

          8  religious gender lines.

          9                 And in this great City of ours, New

         10  York City, and we do claim it, again, I thank

         11  Councilman Perkins for acknowledging the work that

         12  we do, for valuing the work that we do as Islamic

         13  women in this part of the world.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those seem to me to

         16  be prepared because they were wonderful remarks.

         17  Thank you very much.

         18                 Council Member Jackson. Council

         19  Member Jackson, are you here?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, come forward,

         22  my friend.

         23                 I know you have a number of very,

         24  very special guests.

         25                 If the clerk could read the sample
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          2  proclamation.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          4  of New York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor the members

          7  of Community School Boards 5 and 6 for their

          8  untiring service to their community;

          9                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         10  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         11  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

         12  legal rights for local determination on educational

         13  issues. They also help prepare future generations be

         14  effective participants in a democratic American

         15  society and in the global community; and

         16                 Whereas: These individuals have

         17  enriched us with their presence and are worthy of

         18  our highest esteem and admiration; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York most gratefully honors Community

         21  School Boards 5 and 6 for their outstanding service

         22  to the community and the education of our children.

         23                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         24  Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council Member, 7th

         25  District, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very grateful

          3  to have all of you here today, and I know we'd

          4  appreciate it if just a couple of you would say a

          5  few words on behalf of everybody. But, clearly, your

          6  service to the City means a lot to us, and maybe,

          7  Council Member Jackson, you want to say a few words,

          8  as well.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Speaker.

         11                 This is a great day in which we honor

         12  individuals, all of the individuals lined up to my

         13  right, as far as School Board 5 and 6, members that

         14  are unpaid, that have dedicated their lives to the

         15  betterment of the children of our community.

         16                 And I know most of them personally

         17  myself and worked with them over years and years,

         18  and I'm telling you that their untiring effort on

         19  behalf of the children cannot go unrecognized, and,

         20  thus, my colleagues in the City Council, myself,

         21  you, Mr. Speaker, Deputy Majority Leader, Bill

         22  Perkins; and my colleague Miguel Martinez, we honor

         23  all the individuals that have given service to our

         24  community this day because they deserve it.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 And I'd like to introduce our Deputy

          3  Majority Leader Bill Perkins to say something

          4  quickly, and Council Member Miguel Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Well, you

          6  know, I've always found in these situations that the

          7  person that speaks best for me is the representative

          8  of the Board, and so I'm going to ask Peggy Godette

          9  to speak on behalf of her colleagues, as well as on

         10  my behalf. Thank you.

         11                 MS. GODETTE: I thank you, and I am

         12  deeply honored and privileged, of course, to accept

         13  the acknowledgment of the City Council.

         14                 As Councilman Jackson has said, we do

         15  this on a voluntary basis, but it is because we love

         16  the children in our districts, and we speak on

         17  behalf of the 1.1 million children in the City. We

         18  are committed to making their lives through their

         19  education a positive and productive experience.

         20                 We do that because we want them to be

         21  productive members of the City, of the State and of

         22  this country. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And I'd just

         24  like to introduce my colleague in the City Council

         25  representing District 6, Miguel Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          3  Bob. And I commend you on recognizing the leadership

          4  of the member of the School Board, particularly

          5  School Board 6 in my district. They have worked

          6  tirelessly and they advocate on behalf of the

          7  children the improvement of education, additional

          8  classroom space, and Early Headstart Program which

          9  they have championed and they have done well.

         10                 I also want to call on the leader in

         11  this School Board in my district, Mr. Lizardo, to

         12  say a few words.

         13                 MR. LIZARDO: Thank you, Mr. Martinez.

         14                 Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Community

         15  School Board 6, I want to thank you all for the

         16  opportunity, and for the recognition. And at the

         17  same time I want to leave you with a thought. Never

         18  forget why school boards were established. Thank

         19  you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Speaker,

         21  with that, I would like to ask my staff to give out

         22  the proclamations, if you don't mind.

         23                 (The following Proclamations were

         24  read into the record.)

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the city of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor Arturo Ortiz

          3  for untiring service to Community School Board 6;

          4  and

          5                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

          6  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

          7  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

          8  legal right to local determination on educational

          9  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

         10  be effective participants in a democratic American

         11  society and in the global community; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         13  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         14  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         15  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         16  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         17  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         18  City public school pupils; and

         19                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         20  School Board 6, Arturo Ortiz exemplifies all that is

         21  best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

         22  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         23  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         24  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

         25  of education in our City; and
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          2                 Whereas: Arturo Ortiz has been an

          3  activist in community affairs since his very first

          4  days as a New Yorker and has occupied leadership

          5  positions in several community based and sports

          6  organizations; and

          7                 Whereas: Mr. Ortiz began his New York

          8  educational endeavors as a science teacher at PS

          9  143. In the years that followed Ortiz fought

         10  tirelessly for a better education for our city's

         11  children; and

         12                 Whereas: In the election for a

         13  Community Board 6 seat, Mr. Ortiz obtained the most

         14  votes of any winning candidate. Mr. Ortiz worked his

         15  way up and has now held the position of treasurer

         16  for three consecutive years; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York most gratefully honors ARTURO ORTIZ

         19  for his outstanding service to the education of our

         20  children.

         21                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         24  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Miguel Martinez,

         25  Council Member, 10th District, Manhattan.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to honor Aubrey A.

          4  Hurse for untiring service to Community School Board

          5  5; and

          6                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

          7  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

          8  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

          9  legal right to local determination on educational

         10  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

         11  be effective participants in a democratic American

         12  society and in the global community; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         14  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         15  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         16  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         17  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         18  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         19  City public school pupils; and

         20                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         21  School Board 5, Aubrey Hurse exemplifies all that is

         22  best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

         23  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         24  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         25  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality
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          2  of education in our City; and

          3                 Whereas: Mr. Hurse has been a strong

          4  presence in the lives of countless students and has

          5  been central to the Community School Board's

          6  response to the educational needs of the youth of

          7  all ages; and

          8                 Whereas: Devoted to the cause of

          9  enhancing the community, Aubrey Hurse has used his

         10  dynamic leadership and creative energies to educate,

         11  reform, and improve the lives of others, truly

         12  enriching us with his presence and becoming worthy

         13  of our highest esteem and admiration; now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York most gratefully honors AUBREY A.

         16  HURSE for his outstanding service to the education

         17  of our children.

         18                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         20  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         21  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

         22  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         23  District, Manhattan.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to honor Esther
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          2  Gonzalez for untiring service to Community Board 6;

          3  and

          4                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

          5  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

          6  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

          7  legal right to local determination on educational

          8  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

          9  be effective participants in a democratic American

         10  society and in the global community; and

         11                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         12  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         13  members of Community School boards in our City,

         14  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         15  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         16  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         17  City public school pupils; and

         18                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         19  School board 6, Esther Gonzalez exemplifies all that

         20  is best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

         21  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         22  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         23  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

         24  of education in our City; and

         25                 Whereas: Ms. Gonzalez truly

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  understands the need for a strong educational

          3  foundation for our children and through her efforts

          4  has been a strong presence in the lives of countless

          5  students. Her faith, optimism, and pride in the

          6  public educational system is displayed in her

          7  leadership roles as president of the Parents

          8  Association of P.S. 48, chairperson of the P.S. 48

          9  School Leadership Team, a School Board Member in

         10  District 6, and as a member of the District 6

         11  Leadership Team; and

         12                 Whereas: A dedicated mother of three

         13  children, Esther has been affiliated with a number

         14  of organizations central to the needs of the

         15  community, having worked as a parent advocate with

         16  the United Parents Association of New York and the

         17  ASPIRA of New York, while also helping to ensure the

         18  safety of the community as a member of the Citizen's

         19  Police Academy; and

         20                 Whereas: Devoted to the cause of

         21  enhancing the community, Esther Gonzalez has used

         22  her creative talents and energies to educate,

         23  inform, and improve the lives of others, truly

         24  enriching us with her presence and making herself

         25  worthy of our highest esteem and admiration; now,
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          2  therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York most gratefully honors ESTHER

          5  GONZALEZ for her outstanding service to the

          6  education of our children.

          7                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

          8  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          9  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         10  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Miguel Martinez,

         11  Council Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor Frances

         14  Hamilton for untiring service to Community School

         15  Board 5; and

         16                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         17  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         18  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

         19  legal right to local determination on educational

         20  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

         21  be effective participants in a democratic American

         22  society and in the global community; and

         23                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         24  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         25  members of Community School Boards in our City,
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          2  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

          3  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

          4  time and energies, advocating on behalf of new York

          5  City public school pupils; and

          6                 Whereas: As a member of Community

          7  School Board 5, Frances Hamilton exemplifies all

          8  that is best in people: abundant generosity;

          9  selfless dedication and concern for others,

         10  especially our children; and a commitment to the

         11  values, issues and ideals that most forcefully

         12  strengthen the quality of education in our City; and

         13                 Whereas: Frances Hamilton has stood

         14  as a model of civil and religious commitment;

         15  Frances is very extraordinarily active in the

         16  Greater refuge Temple Church where she acts as Youth

         17  Council President and President of the Church Choir;

         18  Frances is an instructor at the Love Fellowship

         19  Bible Institute, the Ebenezer Bible Institute, and

         20  the Bronx Pentecostal Church Bible Institute; over

         21  the course of her years of service, Frances has held

         22  numerous honorable positions in her Church

         23  Community; and

         24                 Whereas: Devoted to the cause of

         25  enhancing the community as well as to ensuring the
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          2  transmission of Christian values, ethics and

          3  knowledge, Frances Hamilton has enriched us with her

          4  presence and is worthy of our highest esteem and

          5  admiration; now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York most gratefully honors FRANCES L.

          8  HAMILTON for her outstanding service to the

          9  education of our children.

         10                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         11  year Two Thousand and Three; Gifford Miller, Speaker

         12  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         13  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

         14  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         15  District, Manhattan.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor Frank Alvarez

         18  for untiring service to Community School Board 6;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         21  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         22  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

         23  legal right to local determination on educational

         24  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

         25  be effective participants in a democratic American
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          2  society and in the global community; and

          3                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

          4  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

          5  members of Community School Boards in our City,

          6  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

          7  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

          8  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

          9  City public school pupils; and

         10                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         11  School Board 6, Frank Alvarez exemplifies all that

         12  is best in people: Abundant generosity; selfless

         13  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         14  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         15  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

         16  of education in our City; and

         17                 Whereas: Mr. Alvarez was born in the

         18  Dominican Republic. He attended the Institute of

         19  technology in Santa Domingo and graduated with a

         20  degree in Civil Engineering and technology Drafting.

         21  He also served in the Military Academy of the Armed

         22  Forces of Santa Domingo; and

         23                 Whereas: He currently works as a

         24  plant manager for a private New York Company where

         25  he has worked for the past seventeen years. For the
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          2  past six years he has served as the Vice President

          3  of the Executive Board of the 34th Precinct

          4  Community Council and has been an active member of

          5  the Copper Street Block Association in Inwood; and

          6                 Whereas: Mr. Ortiz (sic) was elected

          7  to Community School Board 6 in 2001. He also

          8  continues to grow as a person by volunteering his

          9  time to city soup kitchens where he distributes food

         10  to the homeless; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York most gratefully honors FRANK

         13  ALVAREZ for his outstanding service to the education

         14  of our children.

         15                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         17  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         18  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Miguel Martinez,

         19  Council Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor Jackie

         22  Rowe-Adams for untiring service to Community School

         23  Board 5; and

         24                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         25  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a
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          2  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

          3  legal right to local determination on educational

          4  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

          5  be effective participants in a democratic American

          6  society and in the global community; and

          7                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

          8  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

          9  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         10  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         11  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         12  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         13  City public school pupils; and

         14                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         15  School Board 5, Jackie Rowe-Adams exemplifies all

         16  that is best in people: abundant generosity;

         17  selfless dedication and concern for others,

         18  especially our children; and a commitment to the

         19  values, issues and ideals that most forcefully

         20  strengthen the quality of education in our City; and

         21                 Whereas: For more than a decade, Ms.

         22  Adams has been a strong presence in the Manhattan

         23  community, serving as a member of Community School

         24  Board 5 (as second V.P. as well as Chairperson of

         25  the Legislative Committee), as a member of Community

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Board Ten, and on the renaissance Healthcare Board.

          3  Additionally, her commitment to public service is

          4  displayed in her appointment from President Clinton

          5  to serve on Parent Council on Youth Drug Abuse, and

          6  by her positions as President/CEO of the non-profit

          7  organization Talented Seniors and Youth on the Move

          8  and Fundraiser Chairperson for Addicts

          9  Rehabilitation Center; and

         10                 Whereas: A dynamic and effective

         11  leader in both various and far reaching aspects,

         12  Jackie has used her creative talents and energies to

         13  educate, inform and improve the lives of others.

         14  Devoted to the cause of enhancing the community, as

         15  well as to ensuring the transmissions of strong

         16  values, ethics and knowledge, Jackie Rowe-Adams has

         17  enriched us with her presence and is worthy of our

         18  highest esteem and admiration; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York most gratefully honors JACKIE

         21  ROWE-ADAMS for her outstanding service to the

         22  education of our children.

         23                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         24  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         25  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council
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          2  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

          3  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

          4  District, Manhattan.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor James E.

          7  Perkins for untiring service to Community School

          8  Board 5; and

          9                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         10  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         11  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

         12  legal right to local determination on educational

         13  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

         14  be effective participants in a democratic American

         15  society and in the global community; and

         16                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         17  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         18  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         19  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         20  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         21  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         22  City public school pupils; and

         23                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         24  School Board 5, James E. Perkins exemplifies all

         25  that is best in people: abundant generosity;
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          2  selfless dedication and concern for others,

          3  especially our children; and a commitment to the

          4  values, issues and ideals that most forcefully

          5  strengthen the quality of education in our City; and

          6                 Whereas: Aside from his tireless

          7  dedication to our community and our public school

          8  system, Mr. Perkins carries with him a savvy

          9  business background. He has worked in upper

         10  management for companies such as Citigroup,

         11  Corporate and Investment Bank, and PepsiCo. Inc.;

         12  and

         13                 Whereas: Mr. Perkins also functioned

         14  as the Director of Human Resources Consulting for

         15  St. Vincent Hospital and Health Services where he

         16  was able to establish partnerships with senior

         17  leaders and associates that facilitated the

         18  development and implementation of workforce

         19  strategies and systems designed to improve overall

         20  effectiveness of customer operations; and

         21                 Whereas: Devoted to civic service in

         22  a number of ways, Mr. Perkins served in the United

         23  States Air Force as a Chief Logistical Plans

         24  Captain. Mr. Perkins truly exemplifies the value of

         25  a diverse array of experiences and how invaluable
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          2  those experiences can be to our city; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York most gratefully honors JAMES E.

          5  PERKINS for his outstanding service to the education

          6  of our children.

          7                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

          8  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          9  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         10  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

         11  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         12  District, Manhattan.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor Lillian

         15  Contreras for untiring service to Community School

         16  Board 6; and

         17                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         18  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         19  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

         20  legal right to local determination on educational

         21  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

         22  be effective participants in a democratic American

         23  society and in the global community; and

         24                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         25  individuals who have distinguished themselves as
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          2  members of Community School Boards in our City,

          3  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

          4  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

          5  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

          6  City public school pupils; and

          7                 Whereas: As a member of Community

          8  School Board 6, Lillian Contreas exemplifies all

          9  that is best in people: abundant generosity;

         10  selfless dedication and concern for others,

         11  especially our children; and a commitment to the

         12  values, issues and ideals that most forcefully

         13  strengthen the quality of education in our City; and

         14                 Whereas: Ms. Contreras was born and

         15  raised in New York City and has resided in

         16  Washington Heights for over twenty-five years. In

         17  1994 she received a bachelors Degree from Fordham

         18  University and later a Masters of Arts Degree in

         19  Criminal Justice from John Jay College of Criminal

         20  Justice. She has since been working in the Criminal

         21  Justice System advocating for alternatives to

         22  incarceration for youths; and

         23                 Whereas: Beginning at the age of

         24  eighteen, Ms. Contreras has been an active

         25  participant in the 34th Precinct Community Council
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          2  and various community organizations and is the

          3  treasurer and advisor for the Precinct's Explorers

          4  Youth Program. She is also a founding member of the

          5  Northern Manhattan Democrats for Change where she

          6  continues to be an active member; and

          7                 Whereas: In the May of 1999, Ms.

          8  Contreras was elected to Community School Board 6

          9  and has served for three consecutive years as the

         10  Board's secretary, where she works as a dedicated

         11  advocate for the children and parents of district

         12  six; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York most gratefully honors LILLIAN

         15  CONTRERAS for her outstanding service to the

         16  education of our children.

         17                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         18  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         19  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         20  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Miguel Martinez,

         21  Council Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is pleased and proud to honor Mack Gaston

         24  for untiring service to Community School Board 5;

         25  and
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          2                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

          3  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

          4  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

          5  legal right to local determination on educational

          6  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

          7  be effective participants in a democratic American

          8  society and in the global community; and

          9                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         10  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         11  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         12  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         13  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         14  time and energies, advocating on behalf of new York

         15  City public school pupils; and

         16                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         17  School Board 5, Mack Gaston exemplifies all that is

         18  best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

         19  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         20  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         21  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

         22  of education in our City; and

         23                 Whereas: Mack Gaston has been

         24  involved in the community for over 20 years; he has

         25  served as Vice-President of Community School Board
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          2  5: Mack has previously served as a member of

          3  Community Planning Board #10, the Esplanade Gardens

          4  Board of Directors, and the Harlem Primary Care

          5  Network Governing Board; Mack has served the

          6  community innumerable ways; and

          7                 Whereas: Mack Gaston has enriched us

          8  with his presence and is worthy of our highest

          9  esteem and admiration; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York most gratefully honors MACK GASTON

         12  for his outstanding service to the community and the

         13  education of our children.

         14                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         17  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

         18  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         19  District, Manhattan.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor Peggy Godette

         22  for untiring service to Community School Board 5;

         23  and

         24                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         25  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a
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          2  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

          3  legal right to local determination on educational

          4  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

          5  be effective participants in a democratic American

          6  society and in the global community; and

          7                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

          8  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

          9  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         10  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         11  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         12  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         13  City public school pupils; and

         14                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         15  School Board 5, Peggy Godette exemplifies all that

         16  is best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

         17  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         18  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         19  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

         20  of education in our City; and

         21                 Whereas: Ms. Godette has been a

         22  strong presence in the lives of countless

         23  individuals and has been central to the community's

         24  needs, shown especially in her leadership role as

         25  President of Community School District 5 and in her
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          2  participation as a member of Community Planning

          3  Board 10; and

          4                 Whereas: Peggy displays both a unique

          5  and thorough understanding of the reality that the

          6  children of today are the leaders of tomorrow. Her

          7  dedication to children is displayed in her

          8  instruction of young adults in motivational skills

          9  and team building, in her coordination with

         10  community leaders to develop workshops for

         11  entrepreneurs and future community leaders, and also

         12  in her involvement in the Central Harlem

         13  Partnership, a mentoring program for teenagers; and

         14                 Whereas: Devoted to the cause of

         15  enhancing the community, Peggy Godette has used her

         16  creative talents and energies to educate, inform,

         17  and improve the lives of others, enriching us with

         18  her presence, and becoming truly worthy of our

         19  highest esteem and admiration; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors PEGGY

         22  GODETTE for her outstanding service to the education

         23  of our children.

         24                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

          3  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

          4  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

          5  District, Manhattan.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to honor Sandra A.

          8  Rivers for untiring service to Community School

          9  Board 5; and

         10                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         11  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         12  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our

         13  legal right to local determination on educational

         14  issues, preparing future generations to be effective

         15  participants in a democratic American society and in

         16  the global community; and

         17                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

         18  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

         19  members of Community School Boards in our City,

         20  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         21  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         22  time and energies, advocating on behalf of new York

         23  City public school pupils; and

         24                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         25  School Board 5, Sandra Rivers exemplifies all that
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          2  is best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

          3  dedication and concern for others, especially our

          4  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

          5  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

          6  of education in our City; and

          7                 Whereas: Sandra displays both a

          8  unique and thorough understanding of the reality

          9  that the children of today are the leaders of

         10  tomorrow. She has been a strong presence in the

         11  lives of countless students; her dedication is

         12  displayed in her leadership roles as President and

         13  then Vice President of Community School Board 5, in

         14  her important actions as a founding member of

         15  Community Advocates for Educational Excellence, as

         16  well as in her participation as a member of the

         17  coordinating group of the People's Coalition to Take

         18  Back Our Schools; and

         19                 Whereas: Ms. Rivers is a tireless and

         20  committed advocate for political and social justice

         21  issues and is affiliated with a number of

         22  associations central to the needs of the community

         23  including currently participating as a member in the

         24  Black Radical Congress, Coalitions for World Peace,

         25  and the Independent Progressive politics network
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          2  (Unity Party); and

          3                 Whereas: Devoted to the cause of

          4  enhancing the community, Sandra Rivers, has used her

          5  creative talents and energies to educate, inform,

          6  and improve the lives of others, enriching us with

          7  her presence, and becoming truly worthy of our

          8  highest esteem and admiration; now, therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York most gratefully honors SANDRA A.

         11  RIVERS for her outstanding service to the education

         12  of our children.

         13                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         14  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         15  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         16  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

         17  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         18  District, Manhattan.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor Rosemarie

         21  Seabrook for untiring service to Community School

         22  Board 5; and

         23                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         24  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         25  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our
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          2  legal right to local determination on educational

          3  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

          4  be effective participants in a democratic American

          5  society and in the global community; and

          6                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

          7  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

          8  members of Community School Boards in our City,

          9  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         10  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         11  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         12  City public school pupils; and

         13                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         14  School Board 5, Rosemarie Seabrook exemplifies all

         15  that is best in people: abundant generosity;

         16  selfless dedication and concern for all others,

         17  especially our children' and a commitment to the

         18  values, issues and ideals that most forcefully

         19  strengthen the quality of education in our City; and

         20                 Whereas: Rosemarie Seabrook has led a

         21  life of dedicated service, both professionally and

         22  personally, to the education of New Yorkers; she is

         23  renowned city-wide as a determined advocate for

         24  public education; Rosemary is also a devoted

         25  supporter of numerous other public service
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          2  organizations throughout the City of New York; and

          3                 Whereas: Devoted to the cause of

          4  enhancing the community, as well as to ensuring

          5  educational opportunities for all, Rosemarie

          6  Seabrook has enriched us with her presence and is

          7  worthy of our highest esteem and admiration; now,

          8  therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York most gratefully honors ROSEMARIE

         11  SEABROOK for her outstanding service to the

         12  community and specifically to education.

         13                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         14  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         15  for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council

         16  Member, 7th District, Manhattan; Bill Perkins,

         17  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         18  District, Manhattan.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor Roberto

         21  Lizardo for untiring service to Community School

         22  Board 6; and

         23                 Whereas: Community School Boards are

         24  vital to our city, state and nation: they are a

         25  bedrock of our democratic process, exercising our
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          2  legal right to local determination on educational

          3  issues; they also help prepare future generations to

          4  be effective participants in a democratic American

          5  society and in the global community; and

          6                 Whereas: Today, we honor those

          7  individuals who have distinguished themselves as

          8  members of Community School Boards in our City,

          9  dedicated men and women that, though faced with

         10  daunting political pressure, have volunteered their

         11  time and energies, advocating on behalf of New York

         12  City public school pupils; and

         13                 Whereas: As a member of Community

         14  School Board 6, Roberto Lizardo exemplifies all that

         15  is best in people: abundant generosity; selfless

         16  dedication and concern for others, especially our

         17  children; and a commitment to the values, issues and

         18  ideals that most forcefully strengthen the quality

         19  of education in our City; and

         20                 Whereas: Roberto Lizardo has worked

         21  tirelessly toward the improvement of New York City

         22  public education; among the many vital contributions

         23  that Roberto has made to education, his dedication

         24  to the advancement of Minorities in education is

         25  truly exceptional; he is the co-founder of the Latin
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          2  Caucus at New York University; he organized an

          3  extremely successful recruitment campaign aimed at

          4  attracting more minority college students; his

          5  support has been instrumental in the creation of

          6  Beacon schools and youth centers; and

          7                 Whereas: Roberto has devoted himself

          8  to many community service organizations; he has

          9  headed projects and campaigns within numerous areas

         10  of public service in New York City; and

         11                 Whereas: A husband and father of

         12  four, Roberto is truly an inspiration to all who

         13  know him; devoted to the cause of enhancing the

         14  community, as well as to ensuring educational

         15  opportunities for all, Roberto Lizardo has enriched

         16  us with his presence and is worthy of our highest

         17  esteem and admiration; now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York most gratefully honors ROBERTO

         20  LIZARDO for his outstanding service to the community

         21  and specifically to education.

         22                 Signed this 23rd day July in the year

         23  Two Thousand and Three; Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         24  the Entire Council; Robert Jackson, Council Member,

         25  7th District, Manhattan; Miguel Martinez, Council
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          2  Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, thank you

          4  all.

          5                 If the Bronx Delegation would join

          6  me, I see the great Majority Leader, the chair of

          7  the Bronx Delegation, many other fine members who

          8  are joining us here. We would like to honor the

          9  Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee members, if

         10  they could also come up. And I'm going to turn the

         11  microphone over to our great Majority Leader Rivera

         12  to say a few words.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         14  much, Speaker Miller. Thank you very much, Council

         15  members. Can we have silence, please, for a moment?

         16                 I'm proud to have a good friend of

         17  mine, who I've known for many years, Luz Matuka, who

         18  has worked for the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade for

         19  many years during its founding, with her late

         20  husband Angel Rosario, who I remember went to my

         21  father's office about 15 years ago and said we need

         22  to have a Puerto Rican Day Parade in the Borough of

         23  the Bronx on the Grand Concourse, and it was the

         24  leadership of Angel Rosario and Francisco Gonzalez

         25  that they were able to formulate and found the Bronx
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          2  Puerto Rican Parade would celebrate our heritage,

          3  our culture, our diversity, our beautiful young

          4  ladies that you see over here today, and everything

          5  that the Puerto Rican community contribute to the

          6  Borough of the Bronx, the Borough of (in Spanish.)

          7                 We're honored because, you know, all

          8  your hard work is recognized by us in the City

          9  Council and by those within the Borough of the

         10  Bronx, over 200,000 people come out and take witness

         11  to everything that the Bronx has to offer and

         12  everything that our rich culture has to offer, and I

         13  want to thank you, Luz Matuka, for everything that

         14  you have done to enrich our community and make our

         15  Bronx a better place. Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, at this point

         17  we would ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to join members of the

         22  Puerto Rican and Hispanic communities in celebrating

         23  the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade; and

         24                 Whereas: The Bronx Puerto Rican Day

         25  Parade, or "El Desfile Puertoiqueno DelBronx," is an
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          2  example of cultural pride at its finest. It was

          3  founded in 1989 by Angel L. Rosario, and honors,

          4  among other things, the contributions that Puerto

          5  Ricans and all members of the Latino community have

          6  made to enrich our great City; and

          7                 Whereas: The Parade was founded to

          8  promote Puerto Rican culture and its history in the

          9  Borough of the Bronx and in new York City, to

         10  establish an organization that eventually will

         11  provide community services to all in the borough of

         12  the Bronx, to bring Puerto Ricans from the Tri-State

         13  area together as one, and to commence a Scholarship

         14  Program for High School graduates; and

         15                 Whereas: The Parade brings over

         16  200,000 people to the borough of the Bronx. This

         17  includes small businesses, corporation and community

         18  organizations; one of the most colorful

         19  presentations in the Parade is made by the floats

         20  representing the different towns from Puerto Rico;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: Talented Puerto Ricans have

         23  made major contributions to art and culture, and

         24  have made great advances in the fields of health

         25  care, education, social services, law, business and
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          2  all the professions in our City and our nation; and

          3                 Whereas: The Bronx Puerto Rican Day

          4  Parade Committee has worked long and hard to make

          5  this day a special moment of celebration in which

          6  all New Yorkers can share in the rich culture of the

          7  Puerto Rican community; now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York proudly welcomes the BRONX PUERTO

         10  RICAN DAY PARADE to our City, and celebrates the

         11  great gifts that the Puerto Rican and Latino

         12  communities have brought to all aspects of our

         13  national life.

         14                 Signed this 23rd day of July in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council; G. Oliver Koppell, 11th

         17  District; Madeline Provenzano, 13th District; Joel

         18  Rivera Rivera, 15th District; Jose Serrano, 17th

         19  District; Larry Seabrook, 12th District; Maria Baez,

         20  14th District; Helen D. Foster, 16th District; Pedro

         21  Espada, Jr., 18th District.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's no small

         23  achievement. We are so grateful that you're here

         24  with us, and thankful for everything you do on

         25  behalf of our city and we'd love it if you would say
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          2  a few words.

          3                 MS. MATUKA: First of all, I would

          4  like to thank everyone for this beautiful invitation

          5  to the Council today and to receive this beautiful

          6  proclamation. On behalf of the Board of Directors of

          7  the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade, I thank each one

          8  of you, and I invite everyone to come out to our

          9  parade, which will be August 3rd. This is not an

         10  organization only about a parade, it's about human

         11  beings, it's about doing things for our students,

         12  for our children in the borough, and I hope that

         13  with your help in the future we can accomplish what

         14  we want for our community in the Bronx. I invite

         15  everyone to come. Thank you so very much. Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         17                 Thank you all very much. Thank you

         18  for being here.
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 23rd day of July 2003.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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