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I. INTRODUCTION:
On November 27, 2018 the Committee on Criminal Justice, chaired by Council Member Keith Powers, will vote on Proposed Int. No. 514-A.  The Committee held a hearing on prior version of this bill on October 3, 2018, and received testimony from representatives of the Department of Correction (DOC) or (the Department), as well as advocates and other interested members of the public. 

II. BACKGROUND
The DOC has custody and control of individuals accused of crimes who have been convicted and sentenced to one year or less of jail time and those awaiting court trial. Many of those individuals are eligible to vote in elections under state law.
 Generally, incarcerated individuals who have been accused of crimes or have been convicted on a misdemeanor are still eligible to vote, while those serving time on felonies are eligible to vote upon release, while on probation, and post-parole.
 Furthermore, under New York State’s Gubernatorial Executive Order 181, individuals on parole can benefit from special consideration for a conditional pardon restoring their right to vote. In order to inform incarcerated individuals about voter eligibility, the DOC has noted that it will begin an annual voter registration initiative on July 25th, in partnership with the Legal Aid Society and Vote NY in order to educate and register eligible incarcerated individuals to vote. Besides its voter registration initiative, the Department offers information to people in its custody about voter registration through its Inmate Handbook. However, the handbook has not been updated subesquent to the governor’s executive order and more frequent voter registration efforts are necessary to enfranchise this population. 
III. PROPOSED INT. NO. 514-A
This bill would require the Department to distribute written notice to those being released from a Department facility, from Department custody within a courthouse, and from a Department-operated area within a hospital or healthcare provider, with infomration regarding the voting rights of formerly incarcerated persons in the state of New York upon release, along with voter registration forms. The Department must also make verbal reference to the notice it is distributing. Additionally, the bill would require the campaign finance board, with assistance from the voter assistance advisory committee, to include incarcerated and formerly incarcerated persons in activities aimed at encouraging and facilitating voter registration. Under this bill, written notice must include information regarding the date of voter eligibility.  If passed, Proposed Int. No. 514-A would help inform justice-involved populations who have been disenfranchised due to widespread miseducation regarding voter eligibility.  

IV. AMENDMENTS TO INT. NO. 514-A

Since introduction, the bill has been amended to require verbal reference to information regarding voting rights and voter registration forms. Additionally, it has been amended to specify certain areas where distribution is required, including from department facilities, from department custody within courthouses, and from department-operated areas within a hospital or healthcare provider. The bill also requires the Voter Assistance Advisory commission to conduct yearly training for all relevant staff of the Department.
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to informing persons released from city jails of their voting rights

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 1057-a of the New York city charter is amended to add a new subdivision 10, to read as follows:

10. The department of correction shall, in addition to the other requirements of this section for participating agencies, distribute to every person upon release from custody of the department a written notice on the voting rights of formerly incarcerated persons in the state of New York, including information on when such persons are or may become eligible to vote, and offer to every such person a voter registration form. The department shall make verbal reference to the distributed written notice and voter registration form to such individuals upon distribution. Such notice shall only be required for those who are released from a department facility, from department custody within a courthouse, and from a department-operated area within a hospital or healthcare provider. Notice is not required for those who are released to the custody of another government agency or to the custody of a hospital or healthcare provider. Such written notice shall be developed in consultation with the voter assistance advisory committee.

§ 2. Paragraph 5 of subdivision b of section 1054 of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 60 for the year 2010, is amended to read as follows:

5. undertake, by itself or in cooperation with other public or private entities, activities intended to encourage and facilitate voter registration and voting by all residents of New York City who are eligible or may become eligible to vote, including eligible voters who are limited in English proficiency and incarcerated or formerly incarcerated persons who are or may become eligible to vote;

§ 3 Subdivision b of section 1054 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new paragraph 8 to read as follows: 
8. conduct yearly trainings for all relevant staff of the department of correction. Such training shall include, at minimum, information on voting laws for currently and formerly incarcerated individuals in the state of New York, voter registration procedures, absentee voting, and determining eligibility to vote. 

§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after becoming law.
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