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REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Robert Newman, Legislative Director
December 4, 2008
PROPOSED INT. NO. 821-A:
By Council Members Vacca, Arroyo, Addabbo Jr., Avella, Barron, Brewer, Felder, Fidler, Gentile, Jackson, James, Koppell, Lappin, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Mealy, Monserrate, Nelson, Palma, Reyna, Sanders Jr., Vallone Jr., Weprin, White Jr., Gerson, Garodnick, de Blasio, Yassky, Gonzalez, Eugene, Como and Oddo.

TITLE:

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing public notice for senior center closings.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds section 21-204 to Title 21.

INTRODUCTION


On Thursday, December 4, 2008 the Committee on Aging, chaired by Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 821-A.  Proposed Int. No. 821-A would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in order to mandate that advance public notice be given in the event that the Department for the Aging (DFTA) decides to close a senior center.  DFTA and representatives from the senior citizen advocacy community have been invited to testify.

BACKGROUND

Senior centers in New York City were first established in the 1940s, with the goal of providing meals and other vital services to the elderly.  Today, senior centers function as providers of a wide range of services, including health care, food service and leisure activities, such as bingo, field trips, gardening, movies and informational and computer training classes.  The provision of meals, primarily lunch, is still the major focal point of center services.  According to DFTA, 23 percent of the City’s senior population attends a senior center.
 DFTA manages the City’s 310 senior centers, 138 of which are located in NYCHA housing developments. NYCHA operates 42 of the senior centers located in their housing developments.  The remaining centers located in NYCHA housing developments are run by community-based organizations, such as churches and civic organizations.
  Currently, DFTA’s annual budget for senior centers is $94 million.
 In FY ’07, over 8.1 million meals were served at senior centers; despite this number 44 % of the City senior centers are chronically underutilized.
  


Currently, the City is in the midst of a budget gap in which numerous City Agencies including DFTA have been forced to make cuts to a number services that aid older adults.
 The cuts in services coupled with the issuance of a new Senior Center Request for Proposal (RFP) threaten the possibility that numerous senior centers may be forced to shut down in the near future.
 Proposed Int. No 821-A is designed to provide notice to various government officials and the general public in the event that a center is forced to close.
DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Section one of Proposed Int. No 821-A would amend Title 21 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 21-204.  Subdivision a of this section would mandate that whenever any DFTA funded senior center is scheduled to be closed, relocated or consolidated with another senior center, DFTA would provide written notice with supporting documentation at least sixty days prior to the scheduled closing, relocation or consolidation date to the local council members, community boards and borough presidents, as well as the chairpersons of the Council's Committee on Aging and Subcommittee on Senior Centers of the closure, relocation or consolidation.

Subdivision b of this new section would allow for an exemption to the 60 day notice requirement in the event of an exigent circumstance.  This subdivision would dispense with the 60 day notice requirement when DFTA would determine that it must close a senior center due to conditions at a senior center that pose an immediate threat to the health and safety of its participants and members.  Subdivision b of section 21-204 further provides that after DFTA has closed a senior center due to exigent circumstances, it would have to provide written notice and supporting documentation within three days of the closure to the council members, community boards and borough presidents whose districts are served by the closed center, as well as to the chairpersons of the Council's Committee on Aging and Subcommittee on Senior Centers
Section 2 of the bill would provide that this law take effect immediately upon enactment.

� April 10, 2006 Subcommittee on Senior Centers Oversight Hearing: State of the Senior Center, testimony of Caryn Resnick, Deputy Commissioner, DFTA.


� See Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, Fiscal 2006, p. 37; see also NYCHA website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/ccschtml/seniorcenters.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/ccschtml/seniorcenters.shtml� accessed January 25, 2007.


� DFTA: “Fact Sheet: Department for the Aging’s Modernization Plan” January 2008, on file with Committee on Aging.


� Report: “Critical Factors in the Successful Utilization of Senior Center Meals,” New York City Department for the Aging, by Robert Stephens and Helen Kwah, January 24, 2007


� See Testimony of Commissioner Edwin Mendez-Santiago, before the Committee on Aging, November 21, 2008.


�See The City of New York Department For The Aging, Request For Proposals For Congregate Programs For Older Adults, November 3, 2008, p 4. The RFP states that between 225 and 310 Neighborhood Senior Centers will be funded through the RFP.  Therefore, since the current number of senior centers stands at 310, the possibility that only 225 may be funded threatens the possibility of closing up to 85 centers.
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