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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I am going to

          3  lay over L.U. No. 128 until, I mean, after we go

          4  over some of the particular items that we have on

          5  the agenda.  L.U. No. 128 pertaining to Council

          6  Member Perkins' District.

          7                 I am going to open up item L.U. No.

          8  130, Council Member Tracy Boyland's District.

          9  Anyone to speak on the particular item?  No one to

         10  speak, closing the item.

         11                 Opening up item L.U. No. 131, Council

         12  Member Davis' District.  Anyone to speak on the

         13  item?  No one to speak, closing the item.

         14                 Opening up item L.U. No. 223, as

         15  modified, Council Member Lanza's District.  No one

         16  to speak on the item, closing the particular item.

         17                 Opening up item L.U. 124, Council

         18  Members Dilan and Barron's District.  No one to

         19  speak on the item, closing the particular item.

         20                 Opening up item L.U. No. 125, Council

         21  Members Dilan and Barron's District.  No one to

         22  speak on the item, closing the particular item.

         23                 Opening up item L.U. No. 143, Council

         24  Members Dilan and Barron's District.  No one to

         25  speak on the item, closing the particular item.
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          2                 Opening up item L.U. No. 144, Council

          3  Members Vann, Davis, Boyland and Reyna Districts.

          4  No one to speak on the item, closing the particular

          5  item.

          6                 Opening up item L.U. No. 155, Council

          7  Member Jackson and Council Member Perkins' District.

          8    No one to speak on the item, closing the

          9  particular item.

         10                 Opening up item L.U. No. 159, Council

         11  Member Barron's District.  No one to speak on the

         12  item, closing the particular item.

         13                 Opening up item L.U. No. 160, Council

         14  Member Barron's district.  No one to speak on the

         15  item, closing the particular item.

         16                 Okay, I am going to call for a vote

         17  on those particular items that I just mentioned now.

         18    Roll call.

         19                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: Council

         20  Member Martinez.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Aye on those

         22  particular items.

         23                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         24  Member Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Aye on
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          2  those particular items.

          3                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

          4  Member Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  The vote

          7  stands at 3 in the affirmative, none in the

          8  negative, with no abstentions.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  I am going to

         10  open up item L.U. No. 128.  Council Member Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

         12  very much, Mr. Chairman.  I have a very great

         13  concern about the development that has taken place

         14  in my neighborhood, and I have expressed this

         15  concern to one and all, that are appropriate.

         16  Particularly, HPD, I have even brought it up before

         17  this Land Use Committee, and I have talked to the

         18  developers in the neighborhood, and it is a very

         19  simple matter.  There is a human cry of enormous

         20  proportion outrage about the prices of the units

         21  that are being sold in the neighborhood, and/or

         22  about the rents from the new developments in the

         23  neighborhood.

         24                 Just recently over 1,000 citizens

         25  from my neighborhood met at the Schomberg Center,
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          2  under the auspices of Senator David Paterson, in

          3  outrage about the manner in which the development is

          4  taking place in the neighborhood.  It is

          5  unaffordable, and instead of the community

          6  rejoicing, they are in anguish about the

          7  possibilities of being displaced and about the fact

          8  that this Councilman and this Council, this City

          9  seems to be indifferent to their needs, to their

         10  housing needs time and time again.  And so this

         11  particular project falls, like so many others, in

         12  that vein, as well as some of the Housing Works and

         13  Cornerstones projects that are just skyrocketing out

         14  of the reach of the average citizen that lives in my

         15  neighborhood.

         16                 This is not a anti- white or anti-

         17  rich or anti- middle class or anti- outsider point

         18  of view, it is just that the folks that are in the

         19  neighborhood living through the daily struggles are

         20  seeing opportunities for housing come up around them

         21  and it is out of reach for them.  And so I have

         22  begged HPD, and others to look at this reality and

         23  try to fix it.  Enough is enough, at some point what

         24  you are seeing in my neighborhood, is going to take

         25  place in your neighborhood, it is going to take
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          2  place in your neighborhood, it is going to take

          3  place in all of our neighborhoods, and it is just

          4  not fair that a community, which the latest

          5  statistics of the census indicate is a low- moderate

          6  income community, is marching along developing

          7  housing that is above and beyond the means of the

          8  average person in that neighborhood.

          9                 This creates cynicism, this creates

         10  anger, and we, I have to do something to make a

         11  difference, to change that circumstance.  This is

         12  not to say, this is the first and only time that I

         13  have confronted one of these projects so head on.  I

         14  have been cooperating with the understanding in the

         15  past that something would be done, and nothing is

         16  being done.  Something has to be done.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you, Mr.

         19  Perkins. Anyone else on that item?

         20                 Okay, I am going to call the item for

         21  a vote, L.U. No. 128.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I spoke to

         23  the Speaker's Office, and the Speaker's Office

         24  understands my concern.  As a matter of fact, the

         25  Chief of Staff lives in my district and shares,
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          2  hears what I hear in terms of what is the fear and

          3  the concerns of the folks in the neighborhood.  And

          4  I indicated to him what it was that my interest, the

          5  problem I was going to present today, and he was

          6  supportive of what my intentions are today.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Council

          8  member, we are going to take it to vote.  Can we

          9  call the roll?

         10                 We are going to open it up to allow

         11  Council Member Rivera to register his vote on the

         12  items that were brought up.

         13                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 (Changing the vote on the previous

         17  items to 4 in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         18  with no abstentions.)

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Okay, we are

         20  back.  We are going to be voting on a motion to

         21  disapprove item L.U. No. 128. Please call the roll.

         22                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Martinez.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Nay.  I mean,

         24  yes, to disapprove.

         25                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes, to

          3  disapprove.

          4                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:

          5  Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  I wish

          7  explain my vote. How sometimes gentrification

          8  impacts on communities, especially low- and

          9  moderate- income communities, and communities of

         10  color. And I am proud to support my colleague in his

         11  venture to stop this type of development.  So I vote

         12  aye on the disapproval.

         13                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Thank you.  I

         15  just want to say that I spoke to my colleague,

         16  Council Member Perkins on this, and I believe that

         17  no one knows these land use issues better than the

         18  people within whose district they lie.  And it is

         19  clear to me that Council Member Perkins has done all

         20  that he could to work out a compromise here to do

         21  what he thought was in the best interest in the

         22  community.  And clearly, he believes that his

         23  community has a need for affordable housing.  I told

         24  him that I am a free market kind of person, and I

         25  think the market ought to dictate, but we are
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          2  dealing in an instance where we are here to make a

          3  determination with respect to the use of a public

          4  resource, that being City- owned land.  And I think

          5  it is appropriate that Councilman Perkins and that

          6  this City Council, this Committee, wisely uses those

          7  resources and puts them whenever possible toward the

          8  public good, towards the needs in the community.

          9                 And, you know, I look at this

         10  applications on its face, I could tell you I have

         11  not talked to anybody in the Administration and no

         12  one has talked to me about it, and so I don't know

         13  where, you know, obviously, how strong the position

         14  there is, they have not seen fit to talk to me about

         15  it.  But I could tell you that I look at the

         16  application and on its own it looks like a good

         17  application as well.  It calls for controlled rents

         18  at 30 percent of incomes, and it seems to be an

         19  improvement, and I hate to hit one project against

         20  another.  It seemed to me that this is the sort of

         21  project that would improve the community as well.

         22  But if we are talking about limited resources where

         23  you need to make tough decisions, and if the greater

         24  need there is for affordable housing, I defer to my

         25  colleague, and accordingly, I vote yes, to
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          2  disapprove.

          3                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  The vote

          4  stands at 4 in the affirmative, none in the

          5  negative, and no abstentions on the motion to

          6  disapprove L.U. No. 128.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Mr. Chair.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Yes, Council

          9  Member Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

         11  very much, Mr. Chairman.  I want to express my

         12  appreciation to you and to my colleagues for your

         13  support.  And to the staff, as always, for what they

         14  do.  And I wanted to be clear this is not an anti-

         15  development, this is not an anti- developer, this is

         16  not personal, this is not a racial, this is a fact

         17  of the down side of gentrification in certain

         18  communities, the down side of development when it

         19  marches on uncheck unrestrained in such a way that

         20  it tramples on to the desires and the dreams of the

         21  people in the neighborhood that made those

         22  opportunities possible.  Very rarely has my

         23  Community Board so unanimously rejected a project.

         24  And it was not necessarily for this project, per se,

         25  but I believe because it was concerned, it had heard
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          2  the voice of so many people in the neighborhood that

          3  saw wonderful things happening, but not for them.

          4  And they want to see HPD and the rest of the powers

          5  that be, including us, begin to fashion

          6  opportunities that are accessible to the people in

          7  the communities where those opportunities are going

          8  to exist, where we get elected.  People elect us to

          9  fulfill their dreams, and if there is more to

         10  fulfill those of others as well, but first to

         11  fulfill theirs.

         12                 Thank you very much for your support.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you, Mr.

         14  Perkins.  No more items on the agenda for today.  So

         15  we adjourned the meeting.

         16                 Council members, we have to reopen

         17  the meeting. Can we call for a roll?

         18                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         19  Member Martinez.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Yes, on

         21  Reconsider.

         22                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         23  Member Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes, on

         25  Reconsider.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

          3  Member Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Yes, on

          5  the Reconsider.

          6                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

          7  Member Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Yes, as well.

          9                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  By a vote

         10  of 4 in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

         11  no abstentions, the aforementioned motion is

         12  approved.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  No, it's held

         14  off.  The particular item L.U. 155 is laid over.

         15  Okay, meeting adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded 1:38 p.m.)

         17
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, PAT WTULICH, a Notary Public in

         10  and for the State of New York, do hereby certify

         11  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         12  of the within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 6th day of August 2002.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          PAT WTULICH
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