CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:

Int. No. 67
PRIME SPONSORS:

By Council Members Brannan, Yeger, Adams, Dinowitz, Holden, D. Diaz, Gennaro and Rose

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to placing liability on the city for overtaxed sewer lines and requiring the city to develop a plan to mitigate and prevent sewer backups.
BILL SUMMARY:

This proposed local law would make the city liable to homeowner for claims filed against the city for water damage or loss due to capacity-related sewer backups, i.e., overtaxation of the system. The proposed bill would also require the city to develop a sewer backup mitigation plan. 
Approximately 60 percent of the city’s sewer system is combined, meaning it carries sanitary waste as well as storm water. According to the Department of Environmental Protection, sewer backups can result from a number of factors, including grease, debris and heavy rain. Sewer backups can lead to raw sewage backing up into the basements of homes throughout parts of Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island.

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

· Adds Administrative Code § 7-213 
· Adds Administrative Code § 24-531 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 120 days after it becomes law.
NOTE: In the full bill text online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language in proposed consolidated laws that is enclosed by [brackets] would be deleted, and language that is underlined would be new. Language in proposed unconsolidated laws, in contrast, will not have brackets or underlining because it would be entirely new. Consolidation means that the law is placed in the New York City Charter or Administrative Code.
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT:

Please select any of the following that apply to this legislation.
☒ Agency Rulemaking Required: Is City agency rulemaking required?
☒ Report Required: Is a report due to Council required?
☐ Oversight: Are there seemingly clear points for City agency oversight and/or evaluation?
☐ Sunset Date Included: Does the legislation have a sunset date?
☐ Grace Period Applies: In the case of fines or other penalties, is a grace period established?
☐ Council Appointment Required: Is an appointment by the Council required?
☐ Other Appointment Required: Are other appointments not by the Council required?
☐ Council Operations: Might this law affect the Council’s own operations?
