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INT. NO. 566




By: Council Member Povman
TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Joe Austin Way, Borough of Queens.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Joe Austin Way”, on 84th Avenue  between 164th Avenue and 168th Street.

COMMENT:

     
The following biographical material was provided by “The New Voice of New

York [June 17-232, 1999]” and Community Board #8 in Queens.

      
Joseph Austin was born on March 19, 1904 in the family residence in South Jamaica.  After attending P.S. 82Q and Jamaica High School, Austin, one of ten children, went to work at the Boyce Motor-Meter Company.  While at this job and later at the White Motor Company, Joe Austin played for company baseball teams.



Joe coached youths during the Depression, concentrating on basketball, baseball, and football.

Finally, focusing on baseball,  Mr. Austin used the fields at 165th Street and South Road, Jamaica, from 1932 to 1947.  He later switched to the Jamaica High School athletic field at 168th Street and 84th Avenue.  A playground was named after him on the north side of 84th Avenue in 1983.



A life-long bachelor, Joe Austin had skills on the diamond, playing semi-pro baseball for the local Portchester and Winchester teams, traveling to Long Island, upstate New York, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.  He worked at the Piels Brewery, in a supervisory capacity, for 33 years, until his retirement in 1968.



The graduates of Austin’s school included the late George Kalafates, an attorney who represented major league players; Walter Cavanaugh, a retired fire department battalion chief; Joseph Mason, Jeffrey Malone, Louis Meittinis, a prominent horse trainer; and former New York State Governor Mario Cuomo.  Austin started coaching the Governor when Cuomo was 14 years old, when the elder Cuomo owned a grocery store at 150th Street and 97th Avenue, Jamaica.  These are just a few of the many hundreds of boys that he coached and mentored in a lifetime devoted to the youth of his community.



Joe Austin died on September 8, 1998.  He was considered by all to be one of the kindest human beings one could ever meet.  He devoted his life to sharing his love for baseball with the children of Queens.  Residents referred to him as a “Community Treasure”, which he certainly was.  When he died, at the age of 94, people from all over the United States remembered and eulogized him.  In recognition of a lifetime devoted to youth  and community it is fitting that 84th Avenue, between 164th Avenue and 168th Street, the site of “Joe Austin Playgrounds,” be named “Joe Austin Way” in his honor.



This local law shall take effect immediately.
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