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Prop Res.1651-A.
By Council Member Recchia
SUBJECT:
Resolution concerning amendments to the District Plan of the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District that add services and modify existing services in the district, add a capital improvement program in the district, change the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based, and increase the maximum total amount to be expended for improvements in the district, and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing of the local law authorizing such changes as set forth in the amended District Plan of the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District
 

             Today, the Committee on Finance will consider Proposed Resolution No. 1651-A, a resolution setting the date, time and place for the public hearing on an amendment to the District Plan of the HUB Third Avenue Business Improvement for March 13, 2013, in the City Council Committee Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall at 10:00 a.m.

ANALYSIS:

This Proposed Resolution is required by the existing law, Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the New York City Administrative Code, (the “BID Law”), which authorizes the City Council to establish Business Improvement Districts.



The main purpose of this Resolution is to set the public hearing date, time and place for the review of the local law which would amend the District Plan of the HUB Third Avenue Business Improvement District (the “HUB Third Avenue BID”).


The Hub Third Avenue business improvement district was established in 1988 to provide supplemental services within the district.  Over time, the district’s needs related to certain services have changed. This bill would authorize additional services, the modification of existing services, and the addition of a capital improvement program in the district. The changes in services would result in the modification of the public safety, sanitation, and promotion and marketing programs and the addition of a community service program. The addition of a capital improvement program will provide for street and sidewalk amenities within the district. These additional improvements would require a total maximum amount of $7 million to be expended. Finally, in order to finance the capital improvements, the Hub Third Avenue District Management Association shall change the method of assessment for Class B property (vacant property) to an amount equal to 68% of the Class A Front Footage Rate. Class C residential use shall be charged a flat fee of $1.00 per year. Class D “tax exempt” properties shall not be assessed.  

The hearing on the local law and the HUB Third Avenue BID plan, as amended, will be held on March 13, 2013, in the City Council Committee Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall at 10:00 a.m. before the Committee on Finance.



This Resolution also directs that all notices required under the BID Law be properly given by the Department of Business Services and the HUB Third Avenue District Management Association. The notice of the hearing will state the proposed change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge in the HUB Third Avenue Business Improvement District is based.


BID’s, which are specifically established areas, use the City's property tax collection mechanism to approve a special tax assessment with which to fund additional services that would enhance such areas and improve local business.  The additional services are normally in the areas of security, sanitation, physical/capital improvements (lighting, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.), seasonal activities (Christmas lighting) and related business services (marketing and advertising).  The BID demarcates the areas in which services will be enhanced and also establishes the mechanism for the assessment needed to generate the required budget.

 


Proposed Res. 1651-A
Resolution concerning amendments to the District Plan of the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District that add services and modify existing services in the district, add a capital improvement program in the district, change the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based, and increase the maximum total amount to be expended for improvements in the district, and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing of the local law authorizing such changes as set forth in the amended District Plan of the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District
By Council Member Recchia

Whereas, Pursuant to the authority formerly granted to the Board of Estimate by Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York or the predecessor of such Chapter (the “BID Law”), the Board of Estimate, by  Resolution dated October 28, 1982 (Calendar No. 260), provided for the preparation of a district plan (the “District Plan”) for the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District (the “District”) in the City of New York; and

Whereas, The Board of Estimate, by Resolution dated January 14, 1988 (Calendar No. 279) authorized the establishment of the District in accordance with the District Plan; and

Whereas, Pursuant to Local Law No. 82 for the year 1990, the City Council assumed responsibility for adopting legislation relating to Business Improvement Districts; and

Whereas, Pursuant to Local Law No. 5 for the year 2011, the City Council authorized an amendment to the District Plan to increase the amount to be expended annually in the District; and

Whereas, Pursuant to Section 25-410(b) of the BID Law, an amendment to the District Plan that provides for additional improvements or services or any change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based, may be adopted by local law, provided that the City Council determines, after a public hearing, that it is in the public interest to authorize such changes and that the tax and debt limits prescribed in Section 25-412 of the BID Law will not be exceeded by such changes; and


Whereas, Pursuant to Section 25-410(c) of the BID Law, an amendment to the District Plan that provides for an increase in the maximum total amount to be expended for improvements in the District may be adopted by local law, provided that the City Council determines, after a public hearing, that it is in the public interest to authorize such increase and that the tax and debt limits prescribed in Section 25-412 of the BID Law will not be exceeded by such increase; and


Whereas, The Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District wishes to amend the District Plan, in order to add services and modify existing services in the District, add new capital improvements within the District, change the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based and increase the maximum total amount to be expended for improvements in the District; and 


Whereas, Pursuant to Section 25-410(b) of the BID Law, the City Council is required to give notice of the public hearing by publication of a notice in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the District specifying the time when and the place where the hearing will be held; and 


Whereas, Pursuant to Section 25-410(c) of the BID Law, the City Council is required to give notice of the hearing in the manner provided in Section 25-406 of the BID Law, which requires the City Council to: cause a copy of the relevant resolution or a summary thereof to be published at least once in the City Record or a newspaper in general circulation in the City, the first publication to be not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date set for the hearing; not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date set for the hearing, cause a copy of the resolution or a summary thereof to be mailed to each owner of real property within the District, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills concerning real property within the District and to the tenants of each building within the District; now, therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, pursuant to Section 25-410(b) and Section 25-410(c) of the BID Law, hereby directs that:

(i) March 13, 2013 is the date and the City Council Committee Room, 2nd floor, City Hall, is the place and 10AM is the time for a public hearing (the “Public Hearing”) to hear all persons interested in the legislation that would authorize additional services and the modification of existing services in the District, the addition of a capital improvement program in the District, a change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based, and an increase in the maximum total amount to be expended for improvements in the District; and
(ii) on behalf of the City Council and pursuant to Section 25-410(b) and Section 25-410 (c) of the BID Law, the District Management Association of the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District is hereby authorized to, not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the Public Hearing, mail a copy of the resolution or a summary thereof to each owner of real property within the District at the address shown on the latest City assessment roll, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills concerning real property within the District, and to the tenants of each building within the District; and

(iii) the Department of Small Business Services shall arrange for the publication of a copy of the resolution or a summary thereof and a notice of the public hearing at least once in the City Record or a newspaper in general circulation in the City and a newspaper in general circulation in the District, the first publication to be not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the Public Hearing; and
(iv) in the event that the District Management Association of the Hub Third Avenue Business Improvement District mails, or the Department of Small Business Services arranges for the publication of, a summary of the resolution, such summary shall include the information required by section 25‑406(c) of the BID Law.  
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