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INTRODUCTION 
	On October 23, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, held a hearing to vote on Int. No. 468-A, sponsored by Council Member Nantasha Williams, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic-control device and speed reducer requests on its website. A previous version of this bill was heard on June 25, 2024 at an oversight hearing titled “Intersections, Sidewalks and Pedestrian Safety,” at which a number of other bills were also heard. Those that testified at this hearing included representatives from the New York City (NYC or City) Department of Transportation (DOT), representatives from transit advocates, street safety advocates, and others.
	On October 23, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure passed Int. No. 468-A by a vote of eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions. 
BACKGROUND
Department of Transportation
DOT’s goal is to provide for safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible movement of people and goods in NYC.[footnoteRef:2] DOT works to improve traffic mobility throughout NYC; maintain the City’s infrastructure; encourage the use of mass transit and other modes of transportation other than private vehicles; and provide traffic safety educational programs.[footnoteRef:3] With an annual operating budget of $1.4 billion and a ten-year $33 billion capital program, DOT manages 6,300 miles of streets and highways, over 12,000 miles of sidewalk, and approximately 800 bridges and tunnels.[footnoteRef:4] DOT’s staff also installs and maintains nearly one million street signs, 13,250 signalized intersections, over 315,000 street lights, over 350 million linear feet of markings, and 2,600 automated enforcement cameras.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  NYC Department of Transportation (DOT), About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ] 

Street Safety and Vision Zero 
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that seeks to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:6] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and legislation to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:7] Vision Zero rests on the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable crashes that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:8] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018, with traffic deaths in NYC having fallen by a third when comparing 2018 with the year before Vision Zero began.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [7:  Id.  ]  [8:  Id. ]  [9:  NYC DOT & NYPD, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, at 4, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ] 

	Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received a number of criticisms mainly due to the rapid increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. Notably, for a nearly two month period during the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in 2020 there were zero pedestrian fatalities in NYC, largely attributed to the lack of congestion and lack of commuters in the City at that time.[footnoteRef:10] However, in January 2021, the New York Times indicated that the total number of traffic fatalities in 2020 made it the deadliest year on record since former Mayor de Blasio introduced Vision Zero, and the second straight year of increased road fatalities.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Jake Offenhartz, Vision Zero Sputter as NYC Traffic Deaths Reach Highest Level of De Blasio Era, Gothamist, October 23, 2020, available at https://gothamist.com/news/vision-zero-sputters-nyc-traffic-deaths-reach-highest-level-de-blasio-era]  [11:  Christina Goldbaum, Why Emptier Streets Meant an Especially Deadly Year for Traffic Deaths, New York Times January 1, 2021, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/nyregion/nyc-traffic-deaths.html] 

In 2021, these trends continued, with 275 people killed due to traffic violence in the City, representing about a 33% increase from 2018.[footnoteRef:12] There were a reported 93 hit-and-runs with critical injuries in 2021, twice as many as there had been in 2018.[footnoteRef:13] Furthermore, the share of pedestrian fatalities caused by drivers of SUVs during Mayor de Blasio’s second term, which concluded in 2021, was up 42% compared to his first term.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [13:  Transportation Alternatives, Last year was the deadliest under Vision Zero. Here’s how Mayor Adams can save lives in 2022, January 26, 2022, available at https://www.transalt.org/writing/last-year-was-the-deadliest-under-vision-zero-heres-how-mayor-adams-can-save-lives-in-2022]  [14:  Id. ] 

In 2022, the number of traffic fatalities in the City was 263.[footnoteRef:15] DOT Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez announced that in 2022 the City experienced an overall decline of about 6% in traffic fatalities from 2021, and the first decline in annual fatalities since 2019.[footnoteRef:16] 2022 was one of the years with the fewest annual pedestrian deaths recorded in New York City,[footnoteRef:17] however, 2022 also marked the deadliest year since 2014 for child fatalities, with 16 children killed in traffic collisions.[footnoteRef:18]  [15:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at: https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [16:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 For First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Lows, January 6, 2023, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml]  [17:  Id.   ]  [18:  Ben Brachfield, 2022 was deadliest year for children on city streets in Vision Zero era: report, AMNY, January 23, 2023, available at https://www.amny.com/transit/record-children-killed-traffic-collisions-2022-nyc-streets/  ] 

Last year, in 2023, there were 265 traffic fatalities, an increase of two people when compared to the year prior.[footnoteRef:19] Additionally, 2023 saw a record number of cyclist fatalities in the Vision Zero era.[footnoteRef:20]  [19:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [20:  Transportation Alternatives,  New York City Experiences Deadliest First Quarter in Vision Zero History, New Data from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, April 25, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-quarter-in-vision-zero-history-new-data-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows#:~:text=This%20data%20comes%20after%202023,the%20onset%20of%20Vision%20Zero ] 

During the first half of 2024, traffic crashes killed 127 people, which is the highest number of people killed in the first six months of any year since Vision Zero was implemented in 2014, putting it on pace to be the deadliest year for traffic violence since Vision Zero was implemented if the trend continues.[footnoteRef:21] Some advocates note that lack of safety infrastructure could be one major reason for this increase.[footnoteRef:22] When pedestrians were killed at an intersection, 92% of those intersections had no daylighting measures at all, and 100% of those intersections lacked physical daylighting to stop drivers from parking all the way to the crosswalk.[footnoteRef:23] 83% of cyclists were killed on streets without protected bicycle infrastructure and 66% were killed on streets without any bicycle infrastructure at all.[footnoteRef:24] In addition, there were 51 motorist fatalities in the first six months of 2024, which is 21% more than the average year.[footnoteRef:25]  [21:  Transportation Alternatives, New York City Experiences Deadliest First Six Months in Vision Zero History, New Analysis from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, July 23, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-six-months-in-vision-zero-history-new-analysis-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows  ]  [22:  Id.]  [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  Id.] 




Street Infrastructure  
	DOT is responsible for thousands of miles of streets and roadways, and conducts regular inspections to assess pavement conditions.[footnoteRef:26] Furthermore, DOT is responsible for the implementation of street improvement projects, which add to the safety and accessibility of streets, including: [26:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml ] 

· Street Construction, which includes pothole repair, milling and repaving, and full reconstruction of streets;[footnoteRef:27]  [27:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/infrastructure.shtml ] 

· Capital Street Projects, which often include full reconstruction of the sewer pipes, the roadbed and sidewalks; [footnoteRef:28] [28:  Id. ] 

· Resiliency projects, which includes addressing threats from storm surge and extreme heat;[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Id.] 

· Sidewalk repair and maintenance, which is used to ensure sidewalks are safe for pedestrians and helps prevent injuries caused by defective sidewalks;[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Id.] 

· Traffic Signals and Street Signs, which are used to ensure less congestion and more safety for all road users;[footnoteRef:31] and  [31:  Id.] 

· Street Lights, which provide lighting for road users.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Id. ] 

In order to increase safety on City streets, DOT implements various measures to reduce opportunities for illegal speeding and aggressive driving.[footnoteRef:33] DOT largely does this through employing:  [33:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/pedestrians.shtml ] 

· Enhanced Crossings, which are marked high-visibility crosswalks on calm streets with low vehicle volumes and frequent pedestrian crossings, which improve mobility and accessibility for pedestrians;[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Id.] 

· Neighborhood Slow Zones, which is a community-based program that reduces the speed limit from 25 mph to 20 mph and adds safety measures within a select area to change driver behavior;[footnoteRef:35]  [35:  Id.] 

· Pedestrian Ramps, which provide access on and off streets and sidewalks for pedestrians;[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  Id. ] 

· Medians, which generally are installed as raised or a barrier made of concrete or with vegetation, and look to either: separate different lines, traffic directions or roadways within a street or extend through an intersection to prevent turns and through-movements to and from the intersecting street, depending on type;[footnoteRef:37]  [37:  NYC DOT, NYC Street Design, Sidewalks and Raised Medians, available at https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/geometry/sidewalks-raised-medians ] 

· The Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, which is a borough-based plan to establish Priority Corridors, Intersections, and Areas, and outlines a comprehensive pedestrian safety plan for each borough guided by Vision Zero;[footnoteRef:38]  [38:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/pedestrians.shtml] 

· Safe Routes to Transit, which is a part of PlanNYC, in which DOT is working to improve pedestrian access and calm motor vehicle movement around subway entrances and bus stops;[footnoteRef:39]  [39:  Id. ] 

· Safe Streets for Seniors, which is an initiative for older New Yorkers where DOT engineers evaluate pedestrian conditions and make safety improvements in targeted neighborhoods from a senior’s perspective;[footnoteRef:40]  [40:  Id. ] 

· School Safety, which is an initiative where DOT’s School Safety Unit implements Vision Zero by developing street safety improvement projects near city schools;[footnoteRef:41] and  [41:  Id. ] 

· The Turn Calming Program, which is a citywide effort to reduce left and right turn speeds and enforce safe turning behavior.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Id. ] 

The City Council also works to meet these goals and improve street safety. In 2022 and 2023, the Council passed legislation which required DOT: to designate certain senior pedestrians zones in the City;[footnoteRef:43] to accelerate the schedule in which it conducts the study of traffic crashes involving a pedestrian fatality or serious injury, and implement more sharing of studies and plans;[footnoteRef:44] and to implement new daylighting measures throughout the City.[footnoteRef:45] [43:  Local Law 63 of 2023 ]  [44:  Local Law 65 of 2022]  [45:  Local Law 66 of 2023] 

CONCLUSION
Today, the Committee voted on Int. No. 468-A, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic-control device and speed reducer requests on its website. 
LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Analysis of Int. No 468-A
Int. 468-A, sponsored by Council Member Williams, would require the Department of Transportation (DOT), by January 1, 2027, to post certain information regarding the status of traffic-control device and speed reducer requests on its website, thus making the information accessible to the public. The required website would include, but need not be limited to, the following information: case number, subject of the request, status, resolution, reason for the denial of traffic-control device, and if approved, the timeline for completion of the traffic-control device request. The commissioner would also be required to provide a data dictionary that provides definition of any term used to describe a traffic-control device or speed reducer. The information required by the law would also have to be updated as soon as practicable following an update or changes to a request for a traffic-control device or speed reducer. 
This local law takes effect immediately. 
UPDATE
On October 23, 2024, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure passed Int. No. 468-A by a vote of eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with zero abstentions. 
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Int. No. 468-A

By Council Members Williams, Yeger, Won, Salaam, Hanif, Stevens, Abreu, Menin, Lee, Hanks, Ossé, Zhuang, Marte, Nurse, Brannan, Cabán, Avilés, Krishnan, Holden, Dinowitz, Riley, Ung, De La Rosa, Farías, Louis, Hudson, Banks, Narcisse, Gennaro, Restler, Joseph, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Powers, Sanchez, Bottcher, Brewer, Salamanca, Mealy, Ayala, Brooks-Powers, Vernikov, Ariola, Paladino, Borelli and Carr


A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic-control device and speed reducer requests on its website


Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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1

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-185.1 to read as follows:
§ 19-185.1 Publication of traffic-control device and speed reducer requests. 
a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
All-way stop control intersection. The term “all-way stop control intersection” means an intersection where each roadway approaching such intersection has a stop sign.
Case number. The term “case number” means a unique series of numbers or letters that is used to identify a request for a speed reducer or traffic-control device.
Speed cushion. The term “speed cushion” means any raised area in the roadway pavement surface extending transversely across the travel way that: (i) is composed of asphalt or another paving material; (ii) is installed and designed for the purpose of slowing vehicular traffic; and (iii) has cutouts for wheels to allow a large vehicle to pass such raised area without reducing the speed of such vehicle.
Speed hump. The term “speed hump” means any raised area in the roadway pavement surface extending transversely across the travel way that: (i) is composed of asphalt or another paving material; and (ii) is installed and designed for the purpose of slowing vehicular traffic, provided such term does not include a speed cushion.
Speed reducer. The term “speed reducer” means a speed cushion or a speed hump.
Traffic-control device. The term “traffic-control device” means an all-way stop control intersection or a traffic-control signal.
Traffic-control signal. The term “traffic-control signal” has the same meaning as set forth in section 154 of the vehicle and traffic law.
b. No later than January 1, 2027, the commissioner shall make available on a website of the department information regarding requests for traffic-control devices and speed reducers. Such information shall be searchable by case number and by address of the location where such traffic-control device or speed reducer is requested to be installed.
c. The information required in subdivision b shall include, but need not be limited to, for each request for a traffic-control device or speed reducer:
1. Case number;
2. Subject of the request, including whether the request is for a speed reducer or a traffic-control device; 
3. Status, including whether the request is open or has been resolved;
4. For a request that has been resolved, whether a traffic-control device or speed reducer has been installed or is planned to be installed in response to such request; 
5. For a request that has been approved, the date that such traffic-control device or speed reducer was installed, or the time period during which such traffic-control device or speed reducer is anticipated to be installed; and
6. For a request that has been denied, the reason for denial.
d. The commissioner shall also provide on such website a data dictionary that defines any term used to describe a traffic-control device or speed reducer, and a summary of the steps that are required to install a traffic-control device or speed reducer.
e. The commissioner shall update the information provided pursuant to subdivisions b and c as soon as practicable following any update or change to a request for a traffic-control device or speed reducer. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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