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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

INT. NO. 984:
By: The Speaker (Council Member Vallone) and Council Members Moskowitz, Berman, Eisland, Michels, Boyland, Abel and Golden (in conjunction with the Mayor); also Council Members Foster, McCaffrey, O’Donovan, Povman and Sabini

TITLE:
In relation to a corner name, Bernard H. Mendik Corner, Borough of Manhattan.

INTENT:
This legislation would name the southwest corner of Lexington Avenue and East 51st Street.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was excerpted from a New York Times obituary published on May 30, 2001 and material supplied by the Real Estate Board of New York (REBNY) and the Bronx High School of Science Alumni Association.

 Bernard H. Mendik was born in Glasgow, Scotland and came to the United States as an infant.  He graduated from the Bronx High School of Science in 1947, City College of New York in 1954 and from New York Law School in 1958.  

Over the years, he was chairman of the Grand Central Partnership, trustee of the Citizens Budget Commission, vice-chairman of the Fifth Avenue Association and was on the Board of Regents of the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine.  He was a member of Congregation Emanu-El.    He funded the construction of the planetarium at the Bronx High School of Science and was instrumental in the creation of the Bronx High School of Science Endowment Fund.  He endowed a library in his name at the New York Law School and a professorship in otolaryngology at New York University Medical Center.  He supported research centers at both the New York University Medical Center and at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.

As Chairman of the Mendik Company, he ran one of the leading Manhattan real estate firms and he joined the Real Estate Board of New York in 1982 where he served as Chairman beginning in 1992.  His portfolio included 330 Madison Avenue (at 43rd Street), No. 2 and No. 11 Penn Plaza (near Pennsylvania Station), 866 United Nations Plaza (across from the United Nations), 20 Broad Street (in lower Manhattan), 909 Third Avenue (near 55th Street), 1740 Broadway and the former General Electric Building at 570 Lexington Avenue and 51st Street.  Other properties held in the company name included the MacArthur portfolio of residential buildings (which included the Lincoln Towers complex) and seven other residential buildings in Manhattan and about 40 buildings in Great Neck, New York.

In April of 1997 he folded his company holdings into the Vornado Realty Trust, a real estate investment trust with shares traded on the New York Stock Exchange and became Vornado’s Chairman.  In October 1999 he resigned his position as Vornado’s Chairman to return to managing his personal investments, although he remained a major Vornado stockholder.

Bernard Mendik taught at New York University from 1960 to 1987.  He sat on the Board of the New York Hall of Science and served as a member of the Mayor’s Business Advisory Council and the Mayor’s Commission on Youth Empowerment Services.  In 1996, Mayor Giuliani presented him with the City’s Fiorello La Guardia Award for civic achievement.  

Bernard Mendik died on May 28, 2001 and was survived by this wife of 22 years, Susan Barkin Mendik, their son Alexander J. Mendik and a daughter and two sons by an earlier marriage, Laurie J. Mendik, Kevin R. Mendik and Todd L. Mendik.

UPDATE:
On November 9, 2001 Int. No. 984 was adopted by the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations by a vote of 7:0:0. 
