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TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the highway law, in relation to liability of  the  state with respect to maintenance and repair of state arterial highways
BACKGROUND:

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (“MIS”), this legislation would reverse a decision of the New York State Court of Appeals which held that New York City was liable for damages for personal injury, property damage or wrongful death for losses arising from the performance of maintenance and repair functions on State arterial highways under agreement with the State. According to the MIS, as a result of this bill, New York City will be treated exactly the same as all other municipalities in the State which have entered into written agreements with the State to maintain and repair arterial highways that pass through such municipalities.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section one of the legislation would amend paragraphs (a), (c), (d) and (f) of  subdivision 8-a of §349-c of the New York State Highway Law to require the State of New York to defend and indemnify the City of New York for property damage, personal injury, or wrongful death claims that arise out of the maintenance and repair of the State's arterial highways.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act would take effect immediately and would apply to all actions or proceedings that are commenced on or after the date of enactment.
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