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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city mechanical code, in relation to filtering soot from incoming air in buildings. 
MECHANICAL CODE:
Amends Section MC 605 by adding a new subsection 605.2.1 and amends the list of ASHRAE reference standards in Chapter 15 by adding two new standards. 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On June 21, 2011, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 592, “A Local Law to amend the Mechanical Code of the City of New York, in relation to filtering soot from incoming air in buildings.” PlaNYC, the City’s comprehensive sustainability plan, includes the goal of improving New York City’s air quality.  According to the plan, each year Americans spend at least approximately 90% of their time indoors.
 Consequently air quality in such environments becomes increasingly important. The legislation before the Committee is intended to address such concerns by requiring air handling equipment to “filter soot and other pollutants from indoor air” indoor air quality can be improved and the adverse health effects associated with inhaling harmful air particles can be reduced.
  
The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department) industry experts, environmentalists, academics, developers, property owners, tenants, and other persons interested in this legislation.
Int. No. 592
Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) systems help to achieve comfort for building occupants.  However, such systems can bring harmful pollutants into a buildings air circulation flow.  Without a strong filtration system building occupants can be at risk of inhaling harmful pollutants, which may cause adverse health effects.  Int. No. 592 would require new HVAC systems installed after January 1, 2012 to have a filtration system, which is capable of filtering soot and other harmful pollutants.

Bill section one would add a new subsection 605.2.1, entitled “Standards for air-handing units” to Section MC 605 of the New York City Mechanical Code (Mechanical Code).  New subsection 605.2.1 would require all air-handling units (HVAC systems), which provide outdoor air ventilation to be equipped with a particulate matter filtration system in accordance with the provisions of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) reference standard 62.1.  Such system must have a minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV) of 11 or greater in accordance with ASHRAE 52.2.  However, new subsection 605.2.1 would not apply to alterations or repairs of a mechanical ventilation system which has been installed prior to January 1, 2012 unless such alteration or repair includes the replacement or addition of an air-handling unit.  Additionally, new subsection 605.2.1 would not apply to an air-handling unit with a design capacity of less than 5,000 cfm.
Bill section two would amend the list of reference standards of ASHRAE as set forth in Chapter 15 of the Mechanical Code by adding two new standards: reference number 52.2-2007 related to the “Method of Testing General Ventilation Air-Cleaning Devices for Removal Efficiency by Particle Size”; and reference standard number 62.1-21010 related to “Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality.”
Bill section three contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law would take effect 90 days after enactment, and would require the Commissioner of Buildings to promulgate any necessary rules and to take all other steps necessary to implement its provisions prior to the effective date.

Int. No. 592

By Council Members Chin, Gentile, James, Koppell, Lander, Rose and Williams
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city mechanical code, in relation to filtering soot from incoming air in buildings.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 


Section 1. Section MC 605 of the New York city mechanical code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new subsection 605.2.1 to read as follows:
605.2.1 Standards for air-handling units.  Air-handling units of mechanical ventilation systems, any portion of which provide outdoor air ventilation, shall be equipped with a particulate matter filtration system in accordance with ASHRAE 62.1 having a minimum efficiency reporting value (MERV) of 11 or greater in accordance with ASHRAE 52.2. 

Exceptions:  

1.
Subsection 605.2.1 shall not apply to the alteration or repair of a mechanical ventilation system that was installed prior to January 1, 2012 unless such alteration or repair includes the replacement or addition of an air-handling unit  in such system.

2.
Subsection 605.2.1 shall not apply to any  air-handling unit with a design capacity of less than 5,000 cfm.


§2.  The list of referenced standards of ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers) as set forth in chapter 15 of the New York city mechanical code is amended by adding two new standards to read as follows:

	ASHRAE
	American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc. 1791 Tullie Circle, NE  Atlanta, GA 30329-2305

	Standard Reference Number
	  Title

	52.2 - 2007  62.1 - 2010
	Method of Testing General Ventilation Air-Cleaning Devices for Removal Efficiency by Particle Size  Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality
	




§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment, except that the commissioner of buildings shall take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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� See PlaNYC, available at � HYPERLINK "http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/planyc_2011_air_quality.pdf" �http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/planyc_2011_air_quality.pdf�


� See NYC Green Codes Task Force Report: Recommendation HT 5: Filter Soot from Incoming Air, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.urbangreencouncil.org/greencodes/full-proposals.pdf" �http://www.urbangreencouncil.org/greencodes/full-proposals.pdf�


Recognizing the important role of building performance, Mayor Bloomberg and Speaker Quinn convened the New York City Green Codes Task Force in July of 2008.  The Task Force was composed of industry experts, union representatives, tenant advocates, environmentalists, academics, developers, buildings owners, and representatives of City agencies as well as the Mayor’s office and the Speaker’s office. This group was divided into nine technical committees, a steering committee, and an industry advisory committee. After two years of work examining each of New York City’s building codes, the Task Force presented 111 recommendations for “greening the codes.” The recommended improvements are intended to raise the bar for environmental performance in buildings throughout the City.   
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