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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I call the meeting

          3  to order, please.

          4                 I want to thank everyone. It's

          5  actually relative good timing, 10:20. Not bad. So

          6  thank you, everyone, for being here. It will be a

          7  very brief meeting.

          8                 Intro. 403-A is on the agenda. It is

          9  still in the Subcommittee, 20055033 LLY.

         10                 Intro. No. 494-A. 20055099 LLY. That

         11  is the extension of the expiration date of the

         12  franchise to operate and maintain the bus shelters.

         13                 As all of you remember, the bus

         14  shelter franchise is going to expire, I believe it's

         15  December 4th, correct? And this authorizes the

         16  agreement to be postponed. Different buses have

         17  different time frames, but basically from January to

         18  April, so that the Mayor's Office and the MTA can

         19  continue negotiations.

         20                 LU No. 319. James Sanders's district.

         21  C040437 PPQ. Disposition of City-owned property for

         22  senior housing.

         23                 Council Member Koppell's district in

         24  North Riverdale. Rezoning. LU No. 333. C050043 ZMX.

         25                 LU Nos 337 and 338 are related.
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          2  They're both UDAAPs in Council Member Dilan's

          3  district.

          4                 LU No. 337, C040490 HAK, is a UDAAP.

          5  LU No. 338 is C040491 HUK. It is the Urban Renewal

          6  Plan for designated urban renewal sites.

          7                 LU Nos 339 through 341 are all

          8  related. They are in Council Member James's

          9  district.

         10                 C040215 ZMK. C040216 ZSK. C040217

         11  ZSK. One is a zoning map amendment, next is a large

         12  scale community facilities special permit, and the

         13  next is a parking garage special permit.

         14                 For this one there are modifications.

         15  So, just so everyone knows, it has to go from here

         16  with the modifications back to City Planning. It

         17  will not be voted on by the full City Council until

         18  we get it back from City Planning, which will be on

         19  the December 15th full Council meeting.

         20                 The modifications, just so I can read

         21  it into the record, would reduce the maximum street

         22  wall height along Front and Bridge Street to six

         23  stories, approximately 82 feet, and the maximum

         24  building height to nine stories, approximately 110

         25  feet. These changes amount to an approximate 30 to
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          2  40 percent reduction from the heights originally

          3  proposed on these frontages.

          4                 We have received new amended

          5  architectural drawings which are necessary for us to

          6  pass this with the amendment to send back to City

          7  Planning. So, that will be a go.

          8                 The rest are UDAAPs. LU No. 232. LU

          9  No. 301. LU No. 30-5. LU No. 306. LU No. 312, 342,

         10  343, 344, 345, 346, 347 and 353.

         11                 I will open it up for discussion and

         12  just simply tell the Committee that Watch Tower

         13  especially was a result of many hours of

         14  negotiations between Council Member James, Council

         15  Member Yassky, Council Member Avella, myself and the

         16  Speaker of the Council. And also, of course, the

         17  great Land Use staff that we have.

         18                 We do believe that Council Member

         19  James and Yassky have come up with a good

         20  accommodation for the community, a good compromise

         21  on the height. I believe it's a better project now

         22  than it was when it was an original application.

         23                 So, it is going to be a motion to

         24  approve.

         25                 Any discussion? Really? Okay, call
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          2  the roll.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes and

         15  request permission to vote yes on the Subcommittee

         16  as well.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Can I explain

         20  my vote, Madam Chair, please?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just want

         23  to thank the Committee for moving expeditiously on

         24  the rezoning of North Riverdale. This is an

         25  important part of my district. I live near there
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          2  now, but I lived for 20 years in North Riverdale,

          3  it's a wonderful community of single- and two-family

          4  homes. Many, many families have lived there over the

          5  years and live there today, and it's the kind of

          6  community that I think we all think of when we think

          7  of the working families of New York, and this will

          8  preserve that community, prevent the destruction of

          9  detached single- and two-family homes. There was

         10  some initial, already some initial development of

         11  row houses which will be stopped. And this is the

         12  second portion of a several portion --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Can we show some

         14  respect to our colleague? Thanks.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: This is the

         16  second portion of several portion rezoning of

         17  Community Board 8. I'm gratified for the help of the

         18  community and the work of the City Planning

         19  Commission, and I vote aye on this and all other

         20  items. Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye on
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          2  all. I particularly congratulate Oliver and Tish

          3  James for the great work they've done for their

          4  community, and say to Oliver and our friends in the

          5  Bronx, welcome to the Staten Island experience and

          6  you're now part of the Staten Island family with the

          7  overdevelopment and the downzoning.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes. But I

         20  want to see the folder.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         23  abstentions, all items are adopted.

         24                 Council members, please sign the

         25  Committee reports. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you. We'll

          3  keep the roll open for ten minutes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I want to

          5  commend the Chair for an excellent meeting.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Chair,

          7  may I vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          9  Comrie, how do you vote?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

         11  all.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Are we ready?

         13                 Councilman Nelson, how do you vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: All right,

         16  Councilman Barron, we never closed the vote, so how

         17  do you vote?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

         19  vote aye on all items except LU 339 to --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: 341.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: -- 341, I'd

         22  like to vote no, and that's the Dumbo project. I

         23  think that they should negotiate for retailing, and

         24  it should be lower and not as high. So, I'd like to

         25  vote no on that item. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: All items on the

          4  Committee on Land Use are adopted by a vote of 17 in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          6  abstentions, with the exception of LU Items 339,

          7  340, and 341, are adopted by a vote of 16 in the

          8  affirmative, one in the negative and no abstentions.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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