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PROPOSED INT. NO. 499-A
By:
Council Members Addabbo, Jr., The Speaker 

(Council Member Quinn), Felder, Fidler, Gennaro,

Gentile, James, Koppell, McMahon, Mealy, 

Monserrate, Palma, Recchia Jr., Vann, Weprin and 

Gerson (in conjunction with the Mayor)

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving family members of deceased uniformed correctional and sanitation employees. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends the heading and subparagraph (i) of paragraph 2 of subdivision b of section 12-126.

On March 30, 2007, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor, chaired by Council Member Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 499-A, a bill that would amend subparagraph (i) of paragraph 2 of subdivision b of section 12-126 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (the “Code”), in relation to providing health care insurance coverage to surviving spouses or domestic partners and children of deceased uniformed correctional and sanitation employees. Invited to testify are representatives from the Bloomberg Administration including James F. Hanley, Commissioner of the Office of Labor Relations, Martin F. Horn, Commissioner of the Department of Correction and John J. Doherty, Commissioner of the Department of Sanitation.
Background:

Currently, Section 12-126(b)(2)(i) of the Code automatically provides health insurance benefits to a surviving spouse or domestic partner and dependent children of police officers and firefighters killed as the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty. The health insurance benefits are provided to a surviving spouse or domestic partner until he or she dies, and are provided to dependent children until age 19, or, if enrolled full-time as an undergraduate at an accredited degree-granting institution of higher education, until the completion of the educational program, or age 23, whichever occurs first. 

Currently, the section also provides that the Mayor has the discretion to extend such health insurance benefits to surviving spouses, domestic partners and eligible dependent children of uniformed members of the Corrections and Sanitation Departments who died in the line of duty on or after November 1, 1996 and before February 8, 2005.  

Proposed Int. No. 499-A would amend Section 126(b)(2)(i) to automatically provide health insurance coverage for the surviving spouses, domestic partners and eligible dependent children of uniformed workers of the Corrections and Sanitation Departments who dies, where such death has occurred while such employee was in active service as the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty.  Proposed Int. 499-A would obviate the need for the current practice of amending this section upon each new occurrence of the death of such eligible worker.  This would enable grieving beneficiaries to receive the health insurance coverage quickly and without waiting for the completion of a time-consuming amendment process.

This proposed local law would take effect immediately and would be retroactively deemed to have been in effect on and after September 23, 2005. 
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