Int. No. 90

By Council Members Liu, Koppell, Dickens, Foster, Gentile, Gerson, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Stewart, Weprin and Yassky

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring all for-hire vehicle base stations to have available on demand at least one for-hire vehicle accessible to persons who use wheelchairs or other mobility aids.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 19-164 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


§19-164  Special parking for wheelchair accessible vans and accessible for-hire vehicles.  Any wheelchair accessible van or accessible for-hire vehicle, as such term is defined in section 19-503.2 of this title, licensed by the taxi and limousine commission actually in the process of boarding or discharging [wheelchair passengers] persons using wheelchairs or other personal mobility aids, such as scooters, or escorting [wheelchair passengers] such persons to and from their destination, shall be permitted to park in any area in which a vehicle with a special vehicle identification permit is permitted to park. 
§2.  Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-503.2 to read as follows:

  
§19-503.2   Accessible for-hire vehicles.  All for-hire vehicle base stations shall have at least one accessible for-hire vehicle available to be dispatched on-demand.  For purposes of this section, the term “accessible for-hire vehicle shall mean any licensed for-hire vehicle equipped with a hydraulic lift or ramps designed for the purpose of transporting persons using wheelchairs or other personal mobility aids, such as scooters, or containing any other physical device or alteration designed to permit access to and enable the transportation of physically disabled persons and that complies with the accessibility requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, and any regulations promulgated thereunder.  Any for-hire vehicle base station owner that violates the provisions of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty in the amount of five hundred dollars for each violation.  Failure to comply with the provisions of this section within six months of receipt of a first violation of this section shall result in suspension of all base station licenses held by such owner.
§3.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.  
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