          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON VETERANS

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 May 25, 2004

                            Start:  1:10 p.m.

         11                 Recess: 1:30 p.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            250 Broadway, 14th Floor

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         HIRAM MONSERRATE

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Michael Nelson

         18                                 Tony Avella

                                            Latitia James

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  COMMITTEE ON VETERANS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: Today we will

          3  be voting on Reso 291-A, which calls on the Congress

          4  to approve S.50, the Veterans Health Care Guarantee

          5  Act, at HR.2318, the Assured Funding for Veterans'

          6  Health Care Act, which would institute a management

          7  and funding mechanism for Department of Veterans.

          8                 I strongly recommend a yes vote on

          9  Resolution 291-A.

         10                 Clerk, will you call the roll?

         11                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: You've got to talk

         12  into the microphone.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: All right.

         14  We're calling the hearing to order, the Veterans

         15  Committee. Greetings, and welcome.

         16                 Today we will be voting on Resolution

         17  291-A which calls on Congress to approve S.50, the

         18  Veterans Health Care Guarantee Act, and HR.2318, the

         19  Assured Funding for Veterans Health Care Act, which

         20  would institute a mandatory funding mechanism for

         21  the Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care

         22  System.

         23                 We had a hearing on this topic on

         24  April 27th, and I strongly recommend a yes vote to

         25  this resolution.
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          1  COMMITTEE ON VETERANS

          2                 Mr. Clerk, would you call the roll.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         12  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         13  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         14                 Council members, please sign the

         15  Committee report. Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: We will just

         17  keep it open for Council Member Gerson.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of May 2004.
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