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INT. NO. 718:
By Council Members Oddo, Fidler, Stewart, Nelson, Gerson, Weprin, Gentile and Ignizio

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring all professionals who participate in the professional certification program at the department of buildings to carry professional liability insurance.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 27-143.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On May 6, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 718, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring all professionals who participate in the professional certification program at the department of buildings to carry professional liability insurance.

The Council is concerned about the quality of building construction, including renovations, and the performance of individuals who certify that any building plans are in accordance with the City’s Building Code and any other applicable law.  The practice of self-certification by certain architects and engineers has sometimes led to inappropriate building practices in the City.  The Committee hopes a requirement of professional liability insurance will lead to better building practices.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from the acting Commissioner of the Department of Buildings, other professionals and members of the general public who are concerned with this topic.

Int. No. 718

Int. No. 718 amends section 27-143 of the existing Building Code by requiring professional liability insurance and proof of that insurance before the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department) may authorize limited supervisory checks, of that Professional Engineer’s (PE) or Registered Architect’s (RA) submissions to the  Department. authorizing the Commissioner to designate plans submitted by a who submits proof of current professional liability insurance along with any building plans for a limited supervisory check.  

Bill section three provides that this law would take effect in ninety days after enactment and that the Commissioner of Buildings shall promulgate any rules and perform all other actions necessary for the implementation of this local law prior to the effective date.
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