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          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Good morning.

          3  My name is Eva Moskowitz, and I'm the Chair of the

          4  Education Committee, and I'm going to bring this

          5  meeting to order.

          6                 We have been joined by my colleagues,

          7  Council Member Robert Jackson, from Manhattan;

          8  Council Member Oliver Koppell, from the Bronx;

          9  Council Member Leroy Comrie, from Queens; Council

         10  Member Bill DeBlasio from Brooklyn, and Council

         11  Member Domenic Recchia from Brooklyn.

         12                 Thank you all very much for being

         13  here. We are taking a vote on the dignity for All

         14  Students Act, initially authored by Alan Gerson. And

         15  I have to thank Alan, who I think is on his way, and

         16  also Christine Quinn, Council Member Christine

         17  Quinn, for all of their assistance in drafting and

         18  redrafting and redrafting again this particular

         19  bill.

         20                 We had our first hearing on October

         21  7th in 2003. We had a second hearing on April 27th,

         22  2004, this bill passed the Council on June 28th,

         23  2004, and it was vetoed by the Mayor on July 1st,

         24  2004.

         25                 I would urge my colleagues to
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          2  override the Mayor's veto, which obviously be put to

          3  the full body later this afternoon. Simply put,

          4  because school yard bullying is a serious problem

          5  that leads to worse violence as kids get older.

          6                 I am very pleased to be part of this

          7  historic legislation. It really is a model for the

          8  entire country. We will be voting on, the vote will

          9  actually consist of two votes, one is the question

         10  of shall the Council file the Mayor's objection to

         11  Intro. 188-A, which is this bill, and we have to

         12  answer yes, which is a procedural matter, and then

         13  vote on the actual bill. The question is, shall

         14  Intro. 188-A, the Dignity For All Students Acts,

         15  pass the objection of the Mayor notwithstanding.

         16                 And I would urge my colleagues to

         17  vote yes.

         18                 Would any of my colleagues care to

         19  make comments or speak? Or does anyone have any

         20  questions?

         21                 Council Member Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just would

         23  like to say we don't have much of an audience here,

         24  but I would like to say that the Mayor's veto of

         25  this particular legislation is almost inexplicable
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          2  to me. The problem is a very real one and in fact

          3  the memo which makes reference to the spate of

          4  violence in the schools and suggests that that would

          5  somehow, although serious, unrelated to bullying and

          6  other conduct, is inaccurate, and I would suggest

          7  that the memo be altered because many of the

          8  incidents in the schools were exactly related to

          9  bullying, harassment, sometimes based on

         10  discrimination, sometimes simply based on attitude,

         11  and anything we can do to increase both the

         12  awareness by the school system of the need to deal

         13  with this, and also the awareness of parents and

         14  students that somebody cares about this is

         15  critically important.

         16                 And frankly sometimes what our Mayor

         17  does really perplexes me. This is one of those

         18  instances and I want to commend the Chair and the

         19  Committee for continuing on this, and I think we

         20  should continue to look at it, there may be other

         21  things that we need to do because this is a very

         22  serious problem that actually mars children's and

         23  people's lives for their whole life. People never

         24  forget.

         25                 I don't want to tell stories
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          2  out-of-school, so-to-speak here, but I was the

          3  victim of this kind of bullying when I was an

          4  elementary school student, and I don't remember much

          5  else about elementary school that was bad, because

          6  it was a good experience overall, but I remember

          7  that incident when I was thrown into a deep hole by

          8  bullying kids. I'll never forget it, even though it

          9  happened when I was about eight years old.

         10                 So, I commend the legislation and am

         11  pleased to vote for the override.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: If there are

         13  no comments, if I could ask the clerk to call the

         14  roll.

         15                 Sorry, both of them coupled, if you

         16  wouldn't mind.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I vote yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 I vote yes, and I just want to

         23  commend the Committee, and also just express my

         24  desire to see that this bill is implemented once the

         25  override is done.
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          2                 I know for a fact that one of the

          3  reasons why the Administration doesn't want to adopt

          4  this bill is that it would triple the amount of

          5  reporting of incidents that are happening in the

          6  system now, and that's clearly one of their major

          7  reasons why they're trying to come up with

          8  irrational rationale to press something that's a

          9  real problem for the system, and it's something that

         10  I know for a fact, that they've been encouraging

         11  principals not to report incidents, to suppress

         12  problems of harassment, to not deal with the

         13  bullying and intimidation that's going on in

         14  schools, and with schools becoming more diverse in

         15  their population, with the diversity of the City

         16  starting to affect every school district, especially

         17  with the No Child Left Behind, it's important that

         18  we give parents a real option to protect their

         19  children by making this reporting clear and visible.

         20                 So, I happily vote aye, and I hope

         21  that we will continue to monitor and force the

         22  Administration to really adopt a true policy.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on both

          4  matters.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on both.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: If we could

         11  keep the record open.

         12                 I'm sorry, go ahead.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, M201 is filed and Intro. 188-A is

         16  readopted.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         18                 If you can hold the record open, that

         19  will be very helpful.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified
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         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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