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PROPOSED INT. NO. 123-A: 	By Council Members Ayala, Louis, Restler, Stevens, Hanif, Hudson, Brewer, Ung, Sanchez, Won, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Narcisse and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)


TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the department of homeless services from requiring a child’s presence in person at an intake facility when a family with children applies for shelter

PROPOSED INT. NO. 460-A: 	By Council Members Ayala, Louis, Restler, Stevens, Hanif, Hudson, Brewer, Ung, Sanchez, Won, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Narcisse and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)


TITLE:	A Local Law in relation to requiring the department of homeless services to report on the feasibility of contracting with community-based organizations to accept and process applications for shelter intake from families with children



I. Introduction
On August 16, 2024, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala, will consider Proposed Introduction Number (Int. No.) 123-A, sponsored by Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala and Proposed Introduction Number (Int. No.) 460-A, sponsored by Council Member Sandra Ung. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 123-A and Int. No. 460-A on June 11, 2024, where the Committee received testimony from the Department of Social Services and various advocacy organizations.
II. Bill Analysis
Proposed Int. No. 123-A
Families with children experiencing a housing crisis and seeking shelter in a Department of Homeless Services (DHS) facility must apply at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (PATH) intake facility. Currently, according to the DHS PATH brochure, all family members seeking shelter, including children under the age of 18, must be present for the application process. PATH processes applications during normal business hours (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) which may coincide with and disrupt children’s schooling.
This bill would preclude DHS from requiring child members of a family to be present in person at its intake center when that family applies or reapplies for shelter at an intake facility and would take effect immediately upon becoming law.
Since introduction, the bill was amended to allow an exception to the preclusion for any time when DHS requests to remotely view a child and is unable to do so within 24 hours, or when a child has not checked in to their assigned shelter by the shelter curfew on the day following placement.
Proposed Int. No. 460-A
Currently, if a family with children is seeking shelter in a Department of Homeless Services (DHS) facility, their application may only be accepted and processed at a DHS intake facility. As of now, there is only one intake facility that services families with children, the Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (PATH) facility in the Bronx. While awaiting an eligibility for shelter determination following application, families with children can receive a conditional, temporary placement for up to 10 days with the possibility of extension. While in a conditional placement, families with children are ineligible for certain benefits, such as Special One-Time Assistance (SOTA), which require shelter eligibility and placement as a prerequisite. They may also be moved to their permanent shelter placement at short notice, creating further destabilization. The increasing number of families with children facing homelessness and seeking shelter, paired with the limited number of eligibility specialists at the single PATH intake facility, may lead to a longer period between application and eligibility determination for families with children, resulting in families remaining in conditional status for longer.
This bill would require DHS to report on the feasibility of partnering with community-based organizations, located throughout New York City, to accept and process application for shelter intake for families with children. The report would include information relating to legal or practical barriers to implementation of such a program, training requirements, cost estimates, access to databases or other systems and confidentiality and data privacy. The report would also include an estimated timeline for implementing such partnerships. This bill would require such report to be delivered to the mayor and speaker of the council no later than one year from the date on which this bill becomes a law.
Since introduction, the bill has not been changed substantively. 










Proposed Int. No. 123-A

By Council Members Ayala, Louis, Restler, Stevens, Hanif, Hudson, Brewer, Ung, Sanchez, Won, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Narcisse and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the department of homeless services from requiring a child’s presence in person at an intake facility when a family with children applies for shelter
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-334 to read as follows:
§ 21-334 Children’s presence not required in person when applying for families with children shelter. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Family with children. The term “family with children” means a family as defined in section 900.2 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules and regulations.
Intake facility. The term “intake facility” means a department facility that accepts and processes applications for shelter from families with children. 
Shelter. The term “shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided to homeless families with children by the department or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department pursuant to part 900 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules and regulations. 
b. The department shall not require any child who is a member of a family with children to be present in person at an intake facility for the purpose of applying or reapplying for shelter unless (i) department staff is unable to remotely view the child within 24 hours of the department requesting to remotely view such child or (ii) the child has not been checked in to the assigned shelter by the posted curfew on the day after placement. Nothing in this section precludes a family with children from bringing a child to an intake facility when applying or reapplying for shelter. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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Proposed Int. No. 460-A

By Council Members Ung, Lee, Cabán, Joseph, Hanif, Brewer, Restler, Hudson, Schulman, Narcisse, and Sanchez

..TITLE
A Local Law in relation to requiring the department of homeless services to report on the feasibility of contracting with community-based organizations to accept and process applications for shelter intake from families with children 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Department. The term “department” means the department of homeless services.
Families with children shelter. The term “families with children shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided to homeless families with children by the department or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department pursuant to part 900 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules and regulations.
Family with children. The term “family with children” means a family as defined in section 900.2 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules and regulations.
§ 2. a. No later than 1 year after the effective date of this local law, the commissioner of homeless services shall deliver to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the feasibility of contracting with community-based organizations throughout the city of New York to accept and process applications for families with children shelter. 
b. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information:
1. An analysis of any legal or practical barriers to contracting with community-based organizations to accept and process applications for families with children shelter, including any issues relating to confidentiality and data privacy;
2. The training, staffing, and informational technology required by the department and any community-based organizations to implement such contracts;
3. An estimate of any costs or cost savings, on an initial and ongoing annual basis, to implement such contracts in the first 5 years;
4. An estimated timeline for commencement and delivery of services pursuant to such contracts;
5. Proposals to overcome any legal or practical barriers identified pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subdivision; and
6. A determination of whether contracting with community-based organizations to accept and process applications for families with children shelter would be feasible and recommended.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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