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Fiscal Impact Statement
 Pre-considered SLR:    S 7229 & A 10233-A           

Committee:
State and Federal Legislation



	Title: An act to amend the vehicle and traffic law and the public officers law, in relation to establishing in a city with a population of one million or more a bus rapid transit and bus mobility demonstration program to enforce restrictions on the use of bus lanes by means of bus lane photo devices; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

	Sponsor:
Council Member Baez


	Summary of Legislation: This bill would amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law (“VTL”) and the Public Officers Law to authorize the city of New York to establish a Bus Rapid Transit and Bus Mobility Demonstration Program which is modeled after the enabling legislation which authorized the City’s Red Light Camera Program.
Specifically, Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the bill would amend Sections 235, 236, and 237 of the VTL to allow the New York City parking violations bureau to adjudicate violations of bus lane restrictions.

Section 5 would amend paragraph f of subdivision 1 of section 239 of the VTL to include the violations of a bus lane restriction in a notice of violation. 
Section 6 would amend subdivision 4 of section 239 of the VTL to except violations of bus lane restrictions from owner’s liability requirements. 
Sections 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 would amend Sections 240, 241 and 401 of the VTL to (1) include a violation of a bus lane restriction in the list of offenses for which notice of hearing must be given by the parking violations bureau; (2) require that the parking violations bureau not enter a fine while a case involving a violation of a bus lane restriction is being adjudicated; (3) require that a hearing be held before a hearing examiner when a not guilty plea is entered and that a record of the hearing be kept; (4) include such violation in the list of charges requiring a final determination by a hearing officer (and/or subject to default judgment); and (5) include the violation of a bus lane restriction in the current list of charges affecting an owner’s motor vehicle registration or renewal. 
Section 12 of the bill would authorize the City to create a rapid transit and bus mobility demonstration program and impose liability on the owners of motor vehicles found to be in violation of City restrictions on the use of bus lanes through the use of bus lane photo devices. Bus lane photo devices will record data by photographic, micro-graphic, video tape, digital video recorder or other recording methods and produce one or more images or sequence of video images of the motor vehicle at the time it is in violation of bus lane restrictions. The bus lane photo devices will be utilized exclusively within the routes receiving improvements as part of the Bus Rapid Transit and Bus Mobility Demonstration Program. The program would operate between 7 a.m.  and 7 p.m. and allow the New York City parking violations bureau to establish a fine schedule, up to $115 per violation and an additional amount not to exceed $25 for each violation for failure to respond to a violation.

Lastly, this bill would require that a report be issued by 2013 on data concerning the success or failure of the program.



	Effective Date:  This legislation shall take effect 30 days after it is enacted into law and shall expire 7 years after such effective date when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deemed repealed; and provided that any rules and regulations necessary for the implementation of this  act  on  its effective date shall be promulgated on or before such date. 


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2009
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	Impact on Revenues:  Although it is unknown at this time how many cameras will be installed, based on the City’s experience with the Red light Camera program it can be estimated that the impact of this legislation on revenues in the first three fiscal years would be approximately $2.3 million annually assuming the use of 40 cameras or $3 million annually if 50 cameras are used. Also, it should be noted that increased public awareness of the program and camera locations could result in lower issuance of violations.


	Impact on Expenditures: It is estimated that the impact of this legislation on expenditures, when fully implemented for 50 cameras, would be approximately $3 million annually.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  N/A



	Source of Information:
The New York City Council Finance Division

                                                     New York City Office of Management and Budget



	`Estimate Prepared By:       Latonia McKinney, Assistant Director

                                                    Chima Obichere, Legislative Financial Analyst 

                                                     City Council Finance division
                                               

	FIS History: This is a new bill       



	Date Submitted to Council: June 11, 2008


