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PRECONSIDERED INT. NO. :
By Council Member Addabbo Jr., Comrie, Mark-Viverito, Palma and Stewart (by request of the Mayor)

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to titles and procedures of the office of chief medical examiner. 

NEW YORK CITY CHARTER:
Amends subdivision c of section 557, as added by local law number 59 for the year 1996 and subdivision f of section 557, as amended by a vote of the electors on November 7, 1989.

 ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision a of section 17-202; section 17-203, as amended by local law 95 for the year 1997; and section 17-204.


On June 29, 2006, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor, chaired by Council Member Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., will hold a hearing to consider a Preconsidered Int. No., which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to titles and procedures of the Office of Chief Medical Examiner.

BACKGROUND


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), this Preconsidered Int. No. would amend sections of the New York City Charter and the Administrative Code to eliminate obsolete employment titles such as “associate medical examiner,” “assistant medical examiners,” and “junior medical examiner.” The MIS states that the administrative code and the Charter should reflect the current titles to the extent practicable. 


The Preconsidered Int. No. would also add lay medical investigators to the list of people authorized to take charge of a dead body and investigate the essential facts of a death. Lay medical investigators are either physician assistants or nurse practitioners duly licensed to practice in New York State.  According to the MIS, the use of lay medical investigators in addition to medical examiners and medical investigators, assures timely and complete investigations into the cause of a death. 


Preconsidered Int. No. would amend the Administrative Code to clarify that the person investigating the circumstances surrounding a death need not “reduce” the facts to writing during his or her investigation.  The MIS states that facts relating to an investigation may be recorded and not written, since an investigation may involve photographs, and some facts may develop after a body has been removed to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.  

The MIS also notes that the Preconsidered Int. No. would clarify that while a lay medical investigator may take charge of a dead body and perform an investigation, it will be either the chief medical examiner, deputy chief medical examiner, medical examiner or medical investigator who will certify the cause of death. Furthermore, the Preconsidered legislation would provide that only the chief medical examiner, deputy chief medical examiner or medical examiner will decide whether or not an autopsy needs to be performed.


In 1997, section 17-203 of the Administrative Code was amended to eliminate the requirement, applicable in circumstances other than cremation, that two medical examiners be present during an autopsy where there is reason to suspect a homicide. According to the Sponsor’s MIS, due to modern technology, the presence of two medical examiners is not necessary to conduct an autopsy where there is reason to suspect a homicide. 

PRECONSIDERED INT. NO.

  Section 1 of Preconsidered Int. No. would amend subdivision c of section 557 of the New York City Charter, as amended by local law number 59 of 1996, by deleting references to the employment titles of assistant medical examiners, junior medical examiners and associate medical examiners.


Section 2 of Preconsidered Int. No. would amend subdivision f of section 557 of the New York City Charter, as amended by a vote of the electors at a general election held on November 7, 1989, by changing the term “casualty” to “accident.”


Section 3 of Preconsidered Int. No. would amend subdivision a of section 17-202 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York to permit a lay medical investigator to take charge of a dead body and investigate the essential facts concerning the circumstances of a death. The Preconsidered legislation would also clarify that investigation reports need not be completed at the premises where the death occurred and facts surrounding the circumstances of a death need not be in writing. This section would also eliminate the reference to certain employment titles, consistent with section 1 of this legislation.


Section 4 of Preconsidered Int. No. would amend Administrative Code Section 17-203, as amended by local law 95 for the year 1997, to provide that while a lay medical investigator may take charge of the dead body and perform an investigation, it would be the chief medical examiner, deputy chief medical examiner, medical examiner or medical investigator who will certify the cause of a death and only the chief medical examiner, deputy chief medical examiner or medical examiner would decide whether or not an autopsy needs to be performed. This section would also provide that a medical examiner performing an autopsy need not write or dictate all findings at the time of the autopsy.


Section 5 of Preconsidered Int. No. would amend Administrative Code Section 17-204 to provide that a medical examiner performing an autopsy need not write or dictate all findings at the time of the autopsy and eliminates the requirement that two medical examiners must be present during an autopsy where there is reason to suspect a homicide. This section would also eliminate certain employment titles to comport with other sections of this legislation.


Section 6 of Preconsidered Int. No. would provide that this local law shall take effect immediately. 
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