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T H E  C O U N C I L
REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera, Chair

SLR 70:
By: Barron                                                                                            

S.4347-B
By: Sampson

A.8433-A
By: Committee on Rules 

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend chapter 341 of the laws of 2002, relating to authorizing the city of New York to reconvey its interest in certain real property acquired by in rem tax foreclosure in the borough of Brooklyn to former owner Richard Bothwell, notwithstanding expiration of the two year period within which application may be made to the city to release its interest in property thus acquired; Block No. 3868, Lots No. 20 and 22 on tax map for the borough of Brooklyn also known as 891-895 Mother Gaston Boulevard in the borough of Brooklyn, in relation to identifying the correct former owner of such real property as Carol Ajoku.
BACKGROUND:


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MOU), the city of New York acquired title to premises designated as lot no. 20 and 22 in tax block 1368, on the tax map of the borough of Brooklyn, also known as 891-895 Mother Gaston Boulevard, through an in rem tax foreclosure action.  This action was based on non-payment of taxes due to inadvertence of Carol Ajoku, the former owner of the property.  Carol Ajoku is the daughter and sole surviving heir of Richard Bothwell, the original former owner of the property.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section 1 of the bill would restate the authority of the state legislature to make this reconveyance.  Section 1 would also state that the city of New York acquired title to premises designated as Lots No. 20 and 22 in tax block 3868, also known as 891-895 Mother Gaston Boulevard in the borough of Brooklyn, through an in rem tax foreclosure action based on non-payment of taxes by the former owner of the property, amended as Carol Ajoku.  Section 1 would also authorize the city of New York to release its interest and reconvey the real property to Ms. Ajoku and restate the state legislature’s interest and authority to take such action.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately, and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after August 6, 2002.
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