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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

james caras, acting Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 674-A


Committee:
Parks and Recreation 

	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the city of New York to prune trees, bushes and other vegetation that obstruct traffic control signals or devices.

	Sponsors: Council Members Lappin, Comrie, de Blasio, Dickens, Felder, Fidler, Foster, Gentile, Gerson, Gonzalez, Jackson, James, Koppell, Mark-Viverito, Mendez, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Seabrook, Sears, Stewart, Vacca, Weprin, Katz, Liu, Arroyo and Addabbo Jr.


	Summary of Legislation: This bill would amend title 18 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 18-105.1 requiring the Department of Parks and Recreation (the “Department”) to inspect any location within four days of receiving notice that any traffic control signal, select traffic control device or traffic control device at a location is not visible or legible to a motorist due to an obstruction by a tree, bush or other vegetation or any portion thereof. 
In addition, this legislation would require that the Department, within ten days of the inspection, prune or cause to be pruned any tree, bush or other vegetation found to require pruning because it obstructs any select traffic control device, defined as any stop sign, yield sign or do not enter sign; or traffic control signal as defined in section 154 of the vehicle and traffic law, provided that the Department prioritize such pruning immediately needed to correct a hazard. Also, the Department would be required to prune or cause to be pruned any tree, bush or other vegetation found to require pruning because it obstructs any traffic control device, defined as any traffic control device as defined in section 153 of the vehicle and traffic law, other than a select traffic control device, within 20 days.
Lastly, this legislation would require the Department to maintain a log of all notices of the type described in this bill.  Such a log shall include the date and time the notice was received, the date and time on which the location was inspected, and the date and time when the tree, bush or other vegetation was pruned or the date and time of a determination that the tree, bush or other vegetation did not require pruning.  


	Effective Date: This legislation would take effect thirty days after it is enacted into law.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2009.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY08
FY Succeeding

Effective FY09
Full Fiscal

Impact FY09
Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

($50,000)
($300,000)
($300,000)
Net

($50,000)
($300,000)
($300,000)


	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 



	Impact on Expenditures:  It is estimated that the impact of this legislation on expenditures in Fiscal 2008 would be approximately $50,000 in overtime costs for climbers and pruners. However, the full overtime cost would be $300,000 in Fiscal 2009 and the outyear.  


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:     City Council Finance Division
                                                   New York City Office of Management and Budget
                                                  

	Estimate Prepared By          Latonia McKinney, Assistant Director

                                                   Chima Obichere, Legislative Financial Analyst



	History:

          Int. 674 was introduced by the Council and referred to the Committee on  

                                                  Parks and Recreation on January 9, 2008. Intro. 674 was previously considered by the 

                                                  Committee on February 11, 2008.

                                                  The amended version, Proposed Int. 674-A, is to be considered by the 

                                                  Committee on March 12, 2008.

	Date Submitted to Council:   January 9, 2008 
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