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INT. NO. 285:
By Council Members Quinn, Moskowitz, Gioia, Reyna, Boyland, Clarke, Comrie, Gerson, Jackson, Koppell, Lopez, Nelson, Perkins, Recchia, Reed and Sanders; also Council Member Seabrook

TITLE: 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health to make available emergency contraception at its health centers, health stations, health clinics or other health facilities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE: 
Adds a new section 17-184. 

On December 16, 2002, the Committee on Health will hold a hearing on proposed Int. No. 285, which would require certain health facilities, which are operated or maintained by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, to make emergency contraception available.  Invited to testify at the hearing are the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (the “Department”), reproductive rights advocates, community health care advocates, and the general public.

Int. No. 285

In section one of the Int. No. 285, the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-184.  This section would require the Department to make available emergency contraception at each health center, health station, health clinic or other health facility it operates or maintains which also offers services relating to the diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases.  Int. No. 285 does provide, however, that this section would not apply to health centers, health stations, health clinics or other health facilities operated or maintained by the Department which are located in public schools. 

For the purposes of section 17-184, the term “emergency contraception” would mean “one or more prescription drugs, used separately or in combination, to be administered to or self-administered by a patient in a dosage and manner intended to prevent pregnancy when used within a medically recommended amount of time following sexual intercourse and dispensed for that purpose in accordance with professional standards of practice, and which has been found safe and effective for such use” by the United States Food and Drug Administration.

Section 2 of Int. No. 285 would provide that, if enacted, this local law would take effect thirty days after such enactment.
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