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INT. NO. 59:                       
By Council Members Van Bramer, Brewer, Chin, Dickens, Ferreras, Fidler, Gennaro, Gentile, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Reyna, Rodriguez, Sanders Jr., Williams and Nelson.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to distribute information on obtaining a library card to all students. 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 3-209.1 to subchapter one of chapter 2 of title 3. 

INTRODUCTION

On Tuesday, February 23, 2010, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, will hold a hearing to consider Int. No. 59, a local law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Education to distribute information on obtaining a library card to all students.  A copy of the introduction is attached.  
BACKGROUND
The New York, Brooklyn and Queens Borough public libraries offer thousands of programs every year for children and teenagers, including after-school homework and research assistance, and arts and crafts.  Exposure to reading and language at a young age is crucial to a child’s education and every child should have access to and be encouraged to utilize their public library.  The Department of Education has the capacity to provide every student with information about their local libraries.
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 59 would add a new section 3-209.1 to the Administrative Code (“the Code”) entitled, “Distribution of library card application materials.”  For the purposes of such section, subdivision (a) of section 3-209.1 would define the terms “school,” “public library systems” and “department.”  Paragraph (1) of such subdivision would define “school” as any public school in the city of New York that contains any combination of grades from and including grade one through grade twelve.  Paragraph (2) of such subdivision would define “public library systems” as the New York Public Library, the Brooklyn Public Library and the Queens Borough Public Library.  Paragraph (3) of such subdivision would define “department” as the Department of Education (“DOE”).  
Subdivision (b) of section 3-209.1 of the Code would require DOE to develop a pamphlet or written materials containing information regarding each public library system and how students can obtain a library card at the library system that serves the location of their school.  Such subdivision (b) would also provide that at a minimum, such pamphlet or written materials include a comprehensive description of the public library system, and an application for a library card and/or instructions on how to obtain a library card.  In addition, this subdivision would further require such pamphlet or other written materials be produced and distributed to every student annually.    
Subdivision (c) of section 3-209.1 of the Code would mandate that the department ensure that the pamphlets or other written materials developed pursuant to subdivision (b) of such section are provided to all schools in sufficient quantity to enable such schools to satisfy the requirements of subdivision (d) of section 3-209.1. 
Subdivision (d) of section 3-209.1 of the Code would require DOE ensure that such pamphlets or other written materials are available in the main or central office in each school under the jurisdiction of the department for students and parents who wish to obtain such materials.
Finally, bill section two would provide that this local law would take effect one hundred and twenty days after its enactment.  

PAGE  
3

