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July 9, 2002
RES. NO. 216:


By Council Members Barron, Clarke, Foster, Reed, Sanders, Jr., Seabrook and Vann 

SUBJECT:



Resolution calling for an evenhanded policy in the Middle East and a halt to the killings of innocent Palestinians and Israelis; calling upon the City Council to serve as facilitators of peace and not to appear to take sides in the conflict; recognizing that just as the Council supports Israel’s right to exist with safe and secure borders, so too must the Council support Palestinian self-determination and the creation of a Palestinian state; and emphatically stating that only through dialogue and peaceful negotiation can these historic conflicts be resolved.


On Tuesday, July 9, 2002, the City Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jose M. Serrano, will conduct a hearing on Resolution No. 216, which calls for an evenhanded policy in the Middle East and a halt to the killings of innocent Palestinians and Israelis.  The resolution calls upon the City Council to be facilitators of peace and not to appear to take sides in the conflict.  Expected to testify at the hearing are representatives from various organizations.  A copy of Resolution No. 216 is attached. 

RESOLUTION NO. 216


Resolution No. 216, as noted above, calls for an evenhanded policy in the Middle East and a halt to the killings of innocent Palestinians and Israelis.  The resolution also calls upon the City Council to be facilitators of peace and not to appear to take sides in the conflict. 


The resolution also recognizes that just as the Council supports Israel’s right to exist with safe and secure borders, so too must the Council support Palestinian self-determination and the creation of a Palestinian state. The resolution also emphasizes that only through dialogue and peaceful negotiation can these historic conflicts be resolved.  


The resolution also states that the people of the City of New York, both as fellow victims of terrorism and as compassionate and sympathetic witnesses to the suffering that has been endured on both sides of the struggle, express their solidarity with the victims of Middle East violence and their families.  The resolution calls for an end to the fear and terror through renewed and ambitious efforts toward peace and diplomacy. 
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