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Preconsidered Res. No. 862	Resolution approving the appointment by the Council of Helen Skipper as a member of the New York City Board of Correction pursuant to Section 626 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered Res. No. 863	Resolution approving the appointment by the Council of Dr. Robert Cohen as a member of the New York City Board of Correction pursuant to Section 626 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered M. No. 122	Communication from the Mayor submitting the name of Stephen Chu to the Council for its advice and consent regarding his re-appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to Sections 31 and 3020 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered M. No. 123	Communication from the Mayor submitting the name of Angie Master to the Council for its advice and consent regarding her re-appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to Sections 31 and 3020 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered M. No. 124	Communication from the Mayor submitting the name of Stephen Wilder to the Council for its advice and consent regarding his appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to Sections 31 and 3020 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered M. No. 125	Communication from the Mayor submitting the name of Erasmus Ikpemgbe to the Council for its advice and consent regarding his appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to Sections 31 and 3020 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered M. No. 126	Communication from the Mayor submitting the name of Frank Mahan to the Council for its advice and consent regarding his appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to Sections 31 and 3020 of the New York City Charter.

Preconsidered M. No. 127	Communication from the Mayor - Submitting the name of Robert J. Firestone to the Council for its advice and consent regarding his appointment as the president of the New York City Tax Commission, pursuant to Sections 31 and 153 of the City Charter.




Topic I:		Board of Corrections (Candidate for appointment by the Council)

· Helen Skipper [Preconsidered Res. No. 862]
· Dr. Robert Cohen [Preconsidered Res. No. 863]

Pursuant to New York City Charter (“Charter”) § 626, the New York City Board of Correction (“BOC”) is responsible for the inspection and visitation at any time of all institutions and facilities under the jurisdiction of the Department of Correction (“DOC”), as well as the evaluation of DOC performance. The BOC must establish minimum standards for the care, custody, correction, treatment, supervision, and discipline of all persons held or confined under the jurisdiction of the department; and it shall promulgate such minimum standards in rules and regulations after giving the mayor and commissioner an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed standards, or amendments or additions to such standards.

The BOC consists of nine (9) members.  Three members shall be appointed by the mayor, three by the Council, and three by the mayor on the nomination jointly by the presiding justices of the appellate division of the supreme court for the first and second judicial departments. Appointments shall be made by the three respective appointing authorities on a rotating basis to fill any vacancy. The chair of the board shall be designated from time to time by the mayor from among its members. 

These members are appointed for six-year terms with vacancies filled for the remainder of the unexpired term. The BOC may appoint an executive director to serve at its pleasure with such duties and responsibilities as the board may assign, and other professional, clerical, and support personnel within appropriations for such purpose.

The BOC shall establish procedures for the hearing of grievances, complaints or requests for assistance (1) by or on behalf of any person held or confined under the jurisdiction of the department or (2) by any employee of the department. BOC also issues a report, at least every three years, on issues related to the department’s grievance process. Such report shall incorporate direct feedback from incarcerated individuals and proposed recommendations for relevant improvements, and shall include a section of recommendations on how to improve the grievance process for vulnerable populations, including incarcerated individuals who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, and gender nonconforming. Such report shall be submitted to the Council and posted on the board’s website.

If appointed as a commissioner to the BOC, Helen Skipper, a resident of the Borough of the Bronx, will serve the remainder of an unexpired six-year term that ends on October 12, 2026.
If appointed as a commissioner to the BOC, Dr. Robert Cohen, a resident of the Borough of Manhattan, will serve the remainder of an unexpired six-year term that ends on October 12, 2029.


Topic II:	Landmarks Preservation Commission – (Candidates for appointment by the Mayor upon the advice and consent of the Council)

· Stephen Chu [Preconsidered M. 122]
· Angie Master [Preconsidered M. 123]
· Frank Mahan [Preconsidered M. 126]
· Stephen Wilder [Preconsidered M. 124]
· Erasmus Ikpemgbe [Preconsidered M. 125]

Pursuant to the New York City Charter (“Charter”) § 3020, the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission (“LPC”) is responsible for establishing and regulating landmarks, portions of landmarks, landmark sites, interior landmarks, scenic landmarks, and historic districts.  The LPC also regulates alterations to designated buildings.  

The LPC consists of eleven (11) members.  The membership of this commission must include at least three architects, one historian qualified in the field, one city planner or landscape architect, and one realtor; and shall include at least one resident from each of the five boroughs.  The mayor appoints the members of the LPC with the advice and consent of the Council.  

When appointing a member of this commission, who must be an architect, historian, city planner, or landscape architect; the mayor may consult with the Fine Arts Federation of New York or any other similar organization, in the course of making this appointment.  

These members are appointed for staggered three-year terms. Each member continues to serve as a commissioner until his or her successor is appointed and qualified.  

The mayor also designates one of the members to serve as Chair of the LPC, and designates another member to serve as Vice Chair of the LPC.  These members of the LPC shall serve until a successor is designated.  The members of the LPC, with the exception of the Chair, serve without compensation, but are reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the course of performing their duties. 

The LPC must appoint a full-time executive director, to perform duties of the LPC.  The LPC may also employ technical experts and other employees, necessary to perform its duties, within the appropriations therefor.

As enumerated in the Charter, the LPC is required to provide opportunities for comment in advance of any hearing, regarding a proposed landmark designation, landmark site, interior landmark, scenic landmark, or historic district. Notices of proposed designations must be sent to the New York City Planning Commission (“CPC”), all affected Community Boards, and the Office of the Borough President, whose borough, which the property or district is located.

The LPC also has a duty to provide certain notices to the New York City Council (“the Council”).  The LPC is required to file a copy of any designation with the Council and the CPC, within ten days of making the designation.  Furthermore, within 60 days after such filing, CPC must hold a public hearing on any such designation of a historic district and must submit a report to the Council, with respect to the relation of any such designation to the Zoning Resolution, projected public improvements, and any plans for the development, growth, improvement or renewal of the area involved, whether it relates to the designation of a historic district or a landmark.  The CPC must include in this report, its recommendation, if any, for the Council’s action with respect to the historic district designation.

The Council may modify or disapprove of any LPC designation by a majority vote, within 120 days, from date that a copy of such designation is filed with the Council, provided that either CPC has submitted the required report on the designation or at least sixty days has elapsed since the filing of the designation with the Council.  The Council’s vote shall be filed with the mayor by the Council.  The mayor has five days following the filing of the Council’s vote to disapprove of the Council’s action.  If the mayor fails to disapprove of the Council’s action during this time, the Council’s action becomes final.  If the mayor disapproves of the Council’s action, the mayor must file his/her disapproval, with the Council.  Thereafter, the Council may choose to override the mayor’s disapproval, within ten days of the filing of the mayor’s disapproval, with a two-thirds vote of the Council.

In addition to the designation of landmarks, pursuant to Administrative Code § 25-303(i), the LPC also has the ability to make recommendations to the CPC, at any time, regarding amendments to the provisions in the Zoning Resolution, which are applicable to improvements in the historic districts.  Moreover, pursuant to Administrative Code § 25-307, the LPC is also responsible for determining whether a proposed alteration or demolition, affecting a landmark, is consistent with the Landmarks Preservation and Historic Districts chapter of the Administrative Code.  In instances where the LPC determines that the proposed change complies with the Code, it may grant a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Otherwise, LPC may deny the applicant’s request.  

A Hardship Appeals Panel also exists, which consisting of five members, whom are also appointed by the mayor, with the Council’s advice and consent.  This panel operates independently of the LPC and reviews appeals from LPC determinations denying applications for Certificates of Appropriateness, on the grounds of hardship, to demolish, alter, or reconstruct improvements. However, this panel only has the power to review applications involving tax-exempt properties. 

If re-appointed as a commissioner to the LPC, Mr. Chu, a resident of the Borough of Brooklyn, will serve the remainder of a three-year term that expires on June 28, 2027.  

If re-appointed as a commissioner to the LPC, Ms. Master, a resident of the Borough of Staten Island, will serve the remainder of a three-year term that expires on June 28, 2027.  

If appointed as a commissioner to the LPC, Mr. Mahan, a resident of the Borough of Manhattan will serve the remainder of a three-year term that expires on June 28, 2028.  

If appointed as a commissioner to the LPC, Mr. Wilder, a resident of the Borough of Manhattan, will serve the remainder of a three-year term that expires on June 28, 2027.  

If appointed as a commissioner to the LPC, Mr. Ikpemgbe, a resident of the Borough of Brooklyn, will serve the remainder of a three-year term that expires on June 28, 2027.  

Topic III:	New York City Tax Commission President – (Candidate for appointment by the Mayor upon the advice and consent of the Council)

· Robert J. Firestone [Preconsidered M. 127]

The Tax Commission (the “Commission”) is charged with the duty of reviewing and correcting all assessments of real property within the City of New York that are set by the New York City Department of Finance.  New York City Charter (“Charter”) § 153 (b).  Any Commissioner shall exercise such other powers and duties as the President may from time to time assign.  [Charter § 154.]

The Commission consists of the President and six Commissioners.   Charter § 31 states that the Mayor, with advice and consent of the Council, shall appoint members of the Commission after a public hearing.  Each Commissioner shall have at least three years of business experience in the field of real estate or real estate law.  At least one resident of each borough shall be included among the Commissioners.  [Charter § 153 (a).]  The President of the Commission receives an annual salary of $221,151.  Commissioners receive an annual salary of $25,677.

Real property tax assessment-related claims subject to administrative and corrective action by the Commission may assert: inequality; excessiveness, including the denial of a full or partial exemption; unlawfulness; and misclassification. See definitions – Charter §§ 163 and 164(b) (class one property).  The Commission’s administrative determinations are subject to de novo judicial review.  [Charter § 165(a).]

Between the fifteenth day of January and the twenty-fifth day of May, the Commission may itself, or by a Commissioner or assessor authorized by the Commission, act upon applications, compel the attendance of witnesses, administer oaths or affirmations and examine applicants and other witnesses under oath.  In addition, the Commission is empowered to make rules of practice for its proceedings. [Charter § 164(a).] 

The Commission determines the final assessed valuation or taxable assessed valuation, or the actual assessment or transition assessment, or the proper class designation of the real property of each applicant.  The final assessed valuation or taxable assessed valuation of real property may be the same or less than the original assessment or, if determined to be unlawful, the same shall be ordered stricken from the roll or, where appropriate, entered on the exempt portion of the roll.  If it is determined that the real property is misclassified, the correct class designation or allocation of assessed valuation shall be entered on the roll. [Charter § 164(b).]

Applications for correction of assessment of real property assessed at seven hundred fifty thousand dollars or more are dealt with between the first day of February and the first day of September.  [Charter § 164-a (a).]     

The final determination of the Commission upon any application for the correction of an assessment shall be rendered not later than the twenty-fifth day of May.  Otherwise, the assessment objected to shall be deemed to be the final determination of the Commission.  [Charter § 165.]  A proceeding to review or correct on the merits any final determination of the Commission may be had as provided by law, and, if brought to review a determination mentioned in Charter § 165, must be commenced before the twenty-fifth day of October following the time when the determination sought to be reviewed or corrected was made.  [Charter § 166.]

The President or any Commissioner may enter upon real property and into buildings and structures at all reasonable times to ascertain the character of the property.  Refusal by the owner or his agent to permit such entry shall be triable by a judge of the Criminal court and punishable by not more than thirty days’ imprisonment, or by a fine of not more than fifty dollars, or both. [Charter § 156.]

The Commission shall issue an annual report to the City Council and to the Mayor not later than the first day of March in each year.  [Charter § 155.] 

If appointed, Mr. Firestone, a resident of Manhattan, will serve the remainder of a six-year term that expires on January 6, 2026.
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