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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Welcome to the

          3  Land Use Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting

          4  and Maritime Uses. I am the Chair, Jessica Lappin,

          5  joined today by Committee Members, Council Member

          6  John Liu, Council Member Miguel Martinez, Council

          7  Member Annabel Palma, Council Member Maria Del

          8  Carmen Arroyo, Council Member Rosie Mendez, and

          9  we're also joined by Council Member Al Vann.

         10                 There is one item on the agenda

         11  today. It's a designation of the AT&T building,

         12  which is item No. 20075029 and 20075028. This is an

         13  item in Council Member Gerson's district, and we

         14  have one person signed up to testify, Diane Jackier,

         15  from the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         16                 Please.

         17                 MS. JACKIER: Good morning, Council

         18  members. My name is Diane Jackier, Director of

         19  External Affairs at the Landmarks Preservation

         20  Commission.

         21                 I am here today to testify on the

         22  Commission's designation of the AT&T building as an

         23  interior and exterior landmark.

         24                 On April 18th, 2006, the Landmarks

         25  Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
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          2  designation of a first floor lobby and exterior of

          3  the building.

          4                 Three people spoke in favor,

          5  including representatives of the owner. There were

          6  no speakers in opposition.

          7                 The Commission also received a letter

          8  in support of the designation from the Landmarks

          9  Conservancy.

         10                 The building's interior had been the

         11  subject of a previous public hearing on March 11th,

         12  1980.

         13                 On July 25th, 2006, the Landmarks

         14  Commission voted to designate the first floor

         15  interior and the exterior of the AT&T building a New

         16  York City landmark.

         17                 Designed by noted architect William

         18  Wells Bosworth, and constructed in three phases from

         19  1912 to 1922, the American Telephone and Telegraph

         20  Company building is an important example of Greek

         21  conspired neoclassical design.

         22                 Envisioned by company president

         23  Theodore Newton Vale as a grand corporate symbol,

         24  the building was designed to create an impression of

         25  quality, durability, and permanent expression of the
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          2  telephone company's commitment to public service.

          3                 Architect Wells Bosworth, a prominent

          4  designer of classical buildings and a leading

          5  preservation architect and this is considered one of

          6  his finest works.

          7                 Inspired by Greek and Roman

          8  precedence, the facade of the building is clad in

          9  Vermont granite and incorporates nine superimposed

         10  colonnades with eight three-story high ionic

         11  colonnades based on the order of the Temple of

         12  Sardes, stacked on colossal door columns that were

         13  called "The Athenian Parthenon."

         14                 The exterior facades also feature

         15  Greek-inspired ornament, including swags, wreaths,

         16  lion heads, frets, pateray (phonetic), anthemia

         17  (phonetic) and delicate folio reliefs.

         18                 With its forest of polished marble

         19  door columns, the first floor lobby of the AT&T

         20  building is one of the great monumental classical

         21  interiors in New York City.

         22                 Inspired by Greek and Egyptian Temple

         23  design, the lobby is treated as a Grand  Hypo-style

         24  hall with 40 massive columns supporting a high

         25  coffered ceiling.
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          2                 Classically inspired marble freezes

          3  of angels carrying garlands designed by renown

          4  sculptors Paul Manchev and Gaston Lachez adorn the

          5  space.

          6                 Notable decorative features included

          7  the patenated (phonetic) bronze and alabaster

          8  chandeliers inspired by Greek and Pompeiian models.

          9  The cast bronze grills and doors, the marble

         10  railings and directory boards and the original cast

         11  bronze window enframents (phonetic) enriched with

         12  moulins and pateray.

         13                 From 1916 until 1983, this building

         14  served as the headquarters for the American

         15  Telephone and Telegraph Company, the largest

         16  corporation in the world for most of the 20th

         17  century. It remains in use as an office building and

         18  its lobby is still considered to be among the most

         19  noble of any office tower in New York City.

         20                 The Commissioner has agreed to affirm

         21  the designation.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         23                 Do any of my colleagues have

         24  questions?

         25                 This is a really spectacular
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          2  interior, and Council Member Gerson is in support. I

          3  have also spoken to the owner, just by chance, who

          4  is not only in support by thrilled and very excited

          5  about the designation.

          6                 So, I recommend a favorable vote and

          7  ask the Counsel to call the roll.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Mendez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member
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          2  Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          8  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          9  abstentions. The time is passed to the full Land Use

         10  Committee.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         12  Meeting adjourned.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 11:24 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 17th day of October 2006.
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         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

