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T H E C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

Chair – Council Member Bill Perkins

October 7, 2002

PROPOSED INT. NO. 231-A:  By: Council Members Perkins, Baez, Felder, Nelson, Sanders   and Weprin (by request of the Mayor); also Council Members Stewart and Gerson

TITLE:                       
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and administrative code, in relation to changing the name of the department of business services to the department of small business services.

Today, the Committee on Governmental Operations will hear testimony on Introductory Bill Number 231-A (“Int. No. 231-A”) (copy attached), which changes the name of the City’s Department of Business Services (“DBS”) to the Department of Small Business Services.  DBS believes this name change would better reflect its historical mission and functions.  Int. No. 231-A is not intended to alter the mission or functions of DBS or any other agency, but merely to rename the agency so as to better publicize its existing mission to potential recipients of its services.

The mission of the agency is to support the formation, growth and expansion of the City’s small business community.  The agency:

· fosters the creation and expansion of small businesses through development assistance programs; 

· helps small businesses access City services, navigate government bureaucracy, and resolve problems with city agencies and public utilities;

· helps retain and attract small businesses through incentive programs; 

· provides emergency assistance to small businesses affected by construction projects, fires and other disasters; and 

· helps small, minority and woman-owned businesses grow through participation in government procurement.

DBS believes the proposed new name better reflects its distinctive programs and services, and therefore contributes to a better public understanding of its role.
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