New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0597-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson, Council Member Joseph

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York city department of education to distribute New York state non-driver identification card applications to all high school students.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
While many public and private programs require identification, many New Yorkers do not have identification cards, especially those who do not hold a driver’s license. Non-driver state identification cards are the primary pathway to receive an enhanced or REAL ID without a drivers license, and REAL ID is now required to board domestic flights and access federal buildings. Access to this type of ID is particularly important in New York given that, as of 2017, only 57% of the adult population aged sixteen and older has a drivers license.

This bill will require the Department of Education distribute New York state non-driver identification card information to every student in grades 9 through 12 at the beginning of each school year. At minimum, schools will provide an application for a non-driver ID card and information on the eligibility requirements and application process. This bill will work to increase the number of young New Yorkers who have access to a federally recognized form of ID.
