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RES. NO. 996:
Resolution calling for immigration reform that provides fair opportunities for persons to apply for legalization of immigration status and citizenship; reiterating the City Council’s commitment to working together in coalitions with immigrant, labor, community, business and religious groups to protect the rights of New York’s immigrant families; and endorsing the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride, which will arrive in New York on October 4, 2003 at Flushing Meadow Park in the great borough of Queens and is designed to draw attention to the importance of immigrant rights.
 ..Body


By:
Council Member Perkins, The Speaker (Council Member Miller) and Council Members Liu, Barron, Clarke, Comrie, Dilan, Foster, Gerson, Gioia, Katz, Lopez, Martinez, McMahon, Monserrate, Nelson, Quinn, Rivera, Seabrook, Serrano, Stewart, Weprin and DeBlasio

Res. No. 996 calls for immigration reform that provides fair opportunities for persons to apply for legalization of immigration status and citizenship, reiterates the City Council’s commitment to working together in coalitions with immigrant, labor, community, business and religious groups to protect the rights of New York’s immigrant families, and endorses the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride, an event designed to draw attention to the importance of immigration rights.

The City of New York is the planned destination and home to millions of immigrants and refugees.  These individuals make vital contributions to our economy, our communities and our society.  Immigrant workers can be found in all sectors of our City’s economy and are intrinsic to economic growth.  They include doctors and lawyers, hotel staff and field laborers.  Additionally, they enhance our communities through the introduction of art and culture.  Immigrant families and their children provide this City with its future leaders, and nearly 50,000 immigrants defend our nation as members of the armed forces.  

Despite these contributions, immigrants and refugees still face substantial obstacles in obtaining legalization in immigration status or United States citizenship. They face the erosion of their civil liberties and increasing discrimination in the aftermath of the tragic events of September 11, 2001.  They are often more vulnerable to abuses and exploitation in the workplace due to their undocumented status.  In addition, current immigration policies often force many immigrants to wait long periods – sometimes up to twenty years – to obtain the necessary documentation to work, to travel or to be reunited with their families.   

Proposed federal legislation  
recognizing the important role immigrants play in our nation’s workforce and providing hard-working immigrants a means of gaining legalized status within the United States demonstrates the growing support for ensuring that immigrants and refugees who contribute to our economy and our society receive the same basic rights and protections available to all individuals.

New York City has always been committed to protecting the rights of immigrants and refugees. Recent legislation enacted by the City Council includes the living wage law, protection for domestic and household employees, and the expansion of education and training opportunities available to those seeking employment.  Though broad public support exists for immigration reform that rewards work, progress made in building bipartisan support has been stalled.  The Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride aims to return attention to the issue of immigration reform and to reiterate the importance of promoting and protecting the rights of immigrants and refugees.  

Immigrants and refugees play an integral part in our economy, our culture and our communities yet are unable to obtain legal status within the United States.  Res. 996 calls for immigration reform that provides fair and prompt opportunities for persons to apply for legalization of immigration status and citizenship.  The resolution reiterates the City Council’s commitment to working together in coalitions with immigrant, labor, community, business and religious groups to protect the rights of New York’s immigrant families and endorses the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride, an event designed to draw attention to the importance and urgency of immigration rights. 

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� I am not really sure if these are on target or not.  They deal with providing some form of legalized status for working immigrants, but two of them are sort of old and don’t have much in terms of recent activity.  





PAGE  
1

