Int. No. 171

By Council Member Rose, The Speaker (Council Member Quinn), and Council Members Brewer, Dromm, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Lappin, Mark-Viverito, Williams, Jackson, Gennaro, Van Bramer and Levin

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the composting of food waste.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 308 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivisions i and j to read as follows:
i. The department, in conjunction with the mayor’s office of long-term planning and sustainability, shall issue a report by July 1, 2012 to explore methods for expanding the diversion of compostable waste from the city’s waste stream.  In preparing such a report, the department or the office of long-term planning shall perform the following: explore the viability of a curbside collection program for household and institutional compostable waste including costs and any siting concerns; explore all existing private and public facilities within three hundred miles of the city that accept compostable waste for composting and determine the available capacity at and cost to deliver compostable waste to such facilities; review capacity at putrescible transfer stations permitted by the city, or those not permitted by the city but within close proximity to the city, and determine whether any such transfer stations are capable of accepting source separated compostable waste for consolidation and transportation; study opportunities to expand the current available capacity to compost compostable waste at existing sites within the city, or, in conjunction with the study required by section 16-316.1 of this chapter, study opportunities to site one or more new facilities within or in close proximity to the city for the composting of compostable waste including opportunities to partner with one or more entities to develop such facilities; review and compile a comprehensive listing of sites around the city, including city botanical gardens and greenmarket sites, which accept household and institutional compostable waste on a voluntary basis, and provide recommendations for ways to encourage and expand options for voluntary composting.

j. Within one year of completing the study required pursuant to subdivision i of this section, the department shall promulgate rules to institute a pilot program for the collection and composting of private-carter collected compostable waste.  Through such program, private carting companies licensed by the city pursuant to section 16-505 of this code may voluntarily offer collection of source separated compostable waste for composting to restaurants, grocers and other entities that receive collection services by such private carters and generate significant compostable waste, provided that participating carters deliver the source separated compostable waste collected pursuant to such program to an authorized composting collection facility, as determined by the department in the report required by subdivision i of this section, and subject to the department’s compostable waste capacity determination made pursuant to such report.  In promulgating rules for such program, the commissioner may establish sectors, districts, or neighborhoods in which to operate such pilot, and shall require any entity receiving private-carter waste collection participating in such program to source separate compostable waste.  In conjunction with the chair of the business integrity commission, as part of such pilot program, the commissioner may, at his or her discretion, promulgate rules to encourage participation in such composting program including but not limited to: lowering the rate cap for source separated compostable waste and/or raising the rate cap for regular solid waste within the geographic scope of the pilot program; limiting the cost of tipping source separated compostable waste for participating carters at specified city-permitted transfer stations, or any other relevant facility over which the city has authority; or, requiring participating customers to deliver both their regular solid waste and source separated compostable waste to the same participating private carting company.  Within three months of concluding such pilot program, the department shall issue a report, to be included in the report required pursuant to section 16-311.1 of this chapter, which indicates the amount of compostable waste diverted on a monthly basis through such program, and provides a description of challenges to and recommendations for expanding any such program in the future.  If, as a result of the study required pursuant to subdivision i of this section, the department or office of long-term planning and sustainability develop alternative methods for conducting such a pilot, the department shall report such methods in the form of recommendations to the council prior to commencing any such pilot. 

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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