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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning,

          3  everyone. Happy New Year to everyone. I'm pretty

          4  sure I said it to everyone in the room already, but

          5  Happy New Year again. I am Leroy Comrie, I am Chair

          6  of the Committee on Rules Privileges and Elections.

          7  The Committee members that we have with us today are

          8  Council Member Baez from the Bronx; Council Member

          9  Tony Avella from Queens; Council Member Madeline

         10  Provenzano from the Bronx; Minority Leader James

         11  Oddo from Staten Island; Council Member Melinda Katz

         12  from Queens; and Council Member David Weprin from

         13  Queens, and we have our able, very able counsel with

         14  us, Ed O'Malley, from Council Legal Services, and I

         15  just want to reintroduce Stewart and Charles, Mr.

         16  Davis, and Mr. Goldstein, from Council

         17  Investigations, who are always very helpful to the

         18  Committee, to make sure that we have all of the

         19  background and do very diligent work to ensure that

         20  all of the candidates that come before us meet all

         21  of the necessary standards to serve on the various

         22  committees that they sit.

         23                 Today we have before us two

         24  candidates for appointment. The positions on the

         25  soil and water conservation district Board of
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          2  Directors. They are Virginia Dent, a resident of

          3  Queens, and a current hold-over, to complete a term

          4  that would expire on December 31st, 2003, and James

          5  Hart, a resident of Staten Island, for a term that

          6  would also expire on December 31st, 2003.

          7                 Under the New York State Soil and

          8  Water Conservation District's Law, the Mayor was

          9  granted the power to establish a Soil and Water

         10  Conservation District for the City of New York,

         11  which was accomplished in 1991.

         12                 The district is governed by a Board

         13  of Directors having the power to conduct surveys,

         14  investigations and research relating to the

         15  character of soil erosion, flood water, sediment

         16  damages and non-point source water pollution, to

         17  develop preventative and control measures where

         18  needed and to publish its result.

         19                 To carry out its mandated functions,

         20  the Board receives state funding not to exceed

         21  $150,000 in any one fiscal year. The Board consists

         22  of nine members, seven to be appointed by the Mayor

         23  and two by the City Council. The appointees must be

         24  City residents.

         25                 At this time, could you raise your
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          2  right hand to be sworn in, please?

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you swear or

          4  affirm the testimony you're about to give the

          5  Committee is the truth, the whole truth and nothing

          6  but the truth?

          7                 Please state your names for the

          8  record.

          9                 MS. DENT: I do.

         10                 MR. HART: I do.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: It's the

         12  privilege of the Chair to ask Mrs. Dent to start

         13  first. How about that?

         14                 Would you like to make an opening

         15  statement?

         16                 MS. DENT: I could make it if we're

         17  going to go through the questions that were

         18  submitted. Are you planning on going through that?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Well, some others

         20  will probably ask you some questions, but we've had

         21  a practice that gives all candidates an opportunity

         22  to make an opening statement or opening comment

         23  regarding the Committee that they're looking to

         24  serve on.

         25                 MS. DENT: Well, I think the Committee
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          2  is a very important one, fortunately, or

          3  unfortunately. The Committee was established much

          4  too late in the New York City history, because in

          5  1930s, when the legislation was submitted by the

          6  Department of Agriculture to create a district, the

          7  five counties of the City of New York were

          8  specifically deleted from the legislation, and it

          9  wasn't until 1980s when we started to recognize the

         10  fact through conservation work that it really was a

         11  very important need because we had no access to the

         12  scientists, we had no access to the federal money,

         13  we had no access because we were eliminated. We did

         14  not have a district. So, with that in mind, I and

         15  others worked very hard with the Council in order to

         16  create the Urban Soil and Water Conservation

         17  District for the City of New York, which was five

         18  counties. And we had to get home rule legislation in

         19  place and we had to get the City Council in place,

         20  and we were successful, but as you can see, about 50

         21  years too late.

         22                 We do have one of the largest

         23  forests. If you add all the trees we have and all of

         24  these wonderful parks, and all those city streets

         25  parks which belong to the Park Department, we have a
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          2  very large forest. We have wonderful lakes, we have

          3  beautiful parks, and we are islands all put

          4  together, so we have a waterfront that is

          5  incomparable and being ignored.

          6                 Land use affects clean water. We have

          7  a Clean Water Act and we had no way of supplementing

          8  the need of people to be able to develop and

          9  construct, but to know how it affects the soil and

         10  how it affects the water of the City of New York.

         11                 So, I was very happy to be a part of

         12  creating this Board and I have been sitting on it

         13  ever since, and I am very pleased that the Council

         14  is considering me for another renewal.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Mr. Hart, do you

         17  have an opening statement?

         18                 MR. HART: Good morning, and I'd like

         19  to thank the Committee for allowing me the

         20  opportunity to be with you this morning.

         21                 My name is Jim Hart, and I am a

         22  Staten Island resident, and I am very pleased to be

         23  considered for this appointment.

         24                 As a member of the plumbing industry

         25  for the better part of 27 years, I understand the
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          2  value of clean water. I understand the value of

          3  clean sewage and disposal of such.

          4                 In the advent of September 11th and

          5  all the economic possibilities that exist here in

          6  New York City, I think it's very, very important to

          7  strike a balance between economic development and

          8  protection of our environment. And as a father, as a

          9  home-owner, and as a New York City resident, I'm

         10  very pleased to be able to add my input to this

         11  Board.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you, folks

         14  for your opening statements.

         15                 Any members with any questions?

         16                 Councilman Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chairman.

         19                 First of all, I'd just like to say,

         20  in terms of our nominee Virginia Dent, that Virginia

         21  and I go way back. Prior to my election working in

         22  the community on a number of environmental issues,

         23  Virginia is well known, I think not only in the

         24  Northeast Queens, but throughout the entire borough

         25  on her work, not only in the environment, but in

                                                            9

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  many other community organizations, and she's been a

          3  real asset to the City of New York, so I certainly

          4  recommend her approval on this, and I know that

          5  there are certain housekeeping items that the Chair

          6  may want to discuss, but I think I wholeheartedly

          7  recommend her reappointment.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Well, as

          9  Councilman Avella has mentioned, Mrs. Dent, there

         10  are some housekeeping issues that we would ask that

         11  you do clear up.

         12                 Your appointment is to fill an

         13  expired term which expires at the end of this year,

         14  so you will be coming back before us next year for

         15  reappointment again.

         16                 MS. DENT: Do I have to fill out all

         17  those papers again? Could a few of them carry over?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes, really. We

         19  will try to make sure it's as painless as possible.

         20  But we would hope that all of those housekeeping

         21  issues that are outstanding will be cleared up

         22  appropriately so that they do not come back before

         23  us again, and unfortunately, in light of that we

         24  will probably have to do -- in order to make sure

         25  that those are cleared up, we will probably have to
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          2  hit with all of those papers again.

          3                 MS. DENT: I think most of them are

          4  cleaned up. Are they, Stewart?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Well, Stewart

          6  cannot speak to that right now.

          7                 MS. DENT: All right.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're not going

          9  to get into any details on that.

         10                 MS. DENT: Okay.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Your history of

         12  activism and on the Committee and the fact that you

         13  helped to actually create the Committee to get

         14  started here in the City speaks volumes of your

         15  desire to see the City to be made a better place,

         16  and with that we're not going to get into any

         17  details or minutia about things that could be easily

         18  corrected.

         19                 MS. DENT: Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Mr. Hart, we also

         21  know your history, and you are dedicated to the

         22  City's service in many capacities. I know most of

         23  the members here know you in your other capacity. We

         24  also have a great and high recommendation, great

         25  recommendation from the Staten Island Delegation,
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          2  they can be proud of, and we're sure that you'll be

          3  an asset to this Board as well.

          4                 MR. HART: Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: So, since no

          6  members have questions, we'll proceed right to the

          7  vote, if you don't mind.

          8                 Do we have anyone here from the

          9  legislative document? No, all right.

         10                 Just so the Committee knows, we will

         11  not be meeting tomorrow. We normally do meet on the

         12  Stated Council day, but since tomorrow is a Charter

         13  Meeting, it's being held at noon, we decided to hold

         14  the Committee meeting today. Hopefully we will not

         15  have to have, we will be meeting again on the 29th.

         16  And if you have any suggestions or questions for us

         17  or issues that the Committee should handle, this is

         18  the first meeting of the year, please let me know or

         19  let the Council know so that we can consider them.

         20                 I know some members had some ideas

         21  for rules changes, but they've never given me

         22  anything in writing, not anyone here, but other

         23  members. Oh, okay, you gave it to me in writing. Oh,

         24  okay. All right.

         25                 Well, okay, so if we can, while I'm
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          2  filibustering if anyone has any, any members that

          3  would like to -- yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: If I may go on

          5  record as saying I'm glad that once again the Staten

          6  Island Delegation could put forward a nominee, and

          7  it's a very smooth process in her appointment.

          8                 I just want to say, Jimmy, this is a

          9  little inside joke. You are by far the smoothest

         10  appointment that the Staten Island Delegation has

         11  had in the last 12 months, so I want to thank you

         12  for that.

         13                 Despite the fact that we're on the

         14  opposite sides of the aisle, you're a good man and

         15  I'm glad that my colleagues see that as well. So,

         16  thank you.

         17                 MR. HART: Thank you very much.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: No, we don't want

         19  political neutrality. Oh, well, that's a

         20  conversation for another meeting.

         21                 Actually, I would hope that that's a

         22  topic that we could deal with, because you know last

         23  year the Mayor tried to do that neutrality -- what

         24  did he call it? The elections, and that might be

         25  something, nonpartisan elections, and I just don't
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          2  think that we can have a nonpartisan Citywide

          3  election, you have to show your belief in something.

          4                 Yes, Legislative Documents are here.

          5  Thank you very much. We will be holding the vote

          6  open because some members are on their way here. It

          7  was a bad morning with the weather, so we're going

          8  to move forward with the roll call.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: As of now the vote

         25  stands at seven in the affirmative, zero negative
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          2  and no abstentions. All are adopted. Please sign the

          3  Committee reports.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: With that I'd

          5  like to close the conversational part of the

          6  meeting, the vote will be held open for those

          7  members that are on their way. Congratulations on

          8  your nomination and your renomination, and we will

          9  see you next year. So, we would hope that you both

         10  have a productive and positive year on the Board.

         11                 And I also want to thank the

         12  Chairperson of the Board for coming out today. I

         13  forgot your name already.

         14                 MS. SLATO: Jean Slato.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Jean Slato. For

         16  coming out and supporting your colleagues and

         17  meeting your new colleague on the Board.

         18                 MS. SLATO: If I may say, I would like

         19  to thank the Council members for their diligence and

         20  for their recognition of the value of this

         21  Committee.

         22                 We do not have at the moment the

         23  strongest support from the Mayor's Office, there are

         24  a number of issues that we may want to take up with

         25  you, and I will be happy to circulate to some of you
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          2  that are new, the achievements of this Committee,

          3  including one of the first urban soil surveys in the

          4  country.

          5                 MS. DENT: Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you. Thank

          7  you, Mrs. Slato.

          8                 With that, I'll call the meeting part

          9  of this Committee closed. Thank you.

         10                 MS. DENT: Thank you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 11:08 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of January 2003.
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