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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: The meeting of

          3  the General Welfare Committee is called to order.

          4  We're going to have a very brief meeting. We have

          5  two quick items to vote on.

          6                 The first is Resolution 586, which

          7  will establish in a permanent way December 10th in

          8  New York City as Human Rights Day.

          9                 I will simply say this was requested

         10  of us by Amnesty International. I think now, more

         11  than ever, with what's going on in the world, we

         12  should not lose our focus on human rights abroad or

         13  at home. I think this is an important action for

         14  this Council to take.

         15                 So, I'd like to actually ask a voice

         16  vote in favor of Resolution 586.

         17                 All those in favor?

         18                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         20  vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And Mr. Chair,

         22  if I could request my name be added to that

         23  resolution as a sponsor, please?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Absolutely.

         25                 Thank you, Council Member Quinn.
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          2                 And, now, on Introduction 120-A, this

          3  is a domestic violence legislation that this

          4  Committee reviewed at a hearing on July 25th. This

          5  is substantially the same legislation, and it

          6  simplify clarifies the right to emergency shelter

          7  for anyone in New York City who has been a victim of

          8  domestic violence.

          9                 We heard at our hearing instances

         10  where people are turned away from the shelter

         11  system. While we're not encouraged to use a shelter

         12  system, we want to clarify once and for all that

         13  even if that individual does not have a police

         14  report or an order of protection, they can get

         15  emergency protection, they can get the safety right

         16  away.

         17                 It also clarifies in a crucial way

         18  that this right should belong to people who are in

         19  relationships, even if they don't live together but

         20  have access to each other's homes, and that's an

         21  area that's not covered clearly enough in current

         22  law.

         23                 So, I'd like to thank all the members

         24  of the Committee for the support up to now on 120-A

         25  and call for a roll call vote on it.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Just before

         11  voting aye, I really want to applaud the Chair of

         12  the Committee for moving forward on this bill.

         13                 This bill is particularly significant

         14  to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender victims of

         15  domestic violence. Given how the state law works,

         16  LGBT families do not receive the same recognition as

         17  heterosexual families. Therefore when an LGBT victim

         18  of domestic violence wants to get an order of

         19  protection, they actually have to go to Criminal

         20  Court. They have a higher legal threshold

         21  so-to-speak that they have to meet to get an order

         22  of protection, it's therefore harder for them.

         23                 This will be very, very helpful to

         24  those victims as they seek to get out of those

         25  situations and take themselves and their children to
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          2  safe shelter.

          3                 And I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallager.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seven in the

         13  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         14  abstentions, and the vote remains open.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: We'll hold the

         16  vote open, and this item will be, both of these

         17  items will be voted on today at the Stated Council

         18  Meeting.

         19                 And I guess for now we will stand in

         20  adjournment and hold the vote open. Thank you.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 11:40 a.m.)
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