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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: The meeting

          3  is called to order. I see our Commissioner is very

          4  anxious, so I'll race through my statement.

          5                 Good afternoon. My name is Madeline

          6  Provenzano. I chair the Committee on Housing and

          7  Buildings. And on behalf of the Committee I would

          8  like to thank all of you for attending this very

          9  important hearing on Intro. Number 284 regarding the

         10  electrical code.

         11                 Today the Committee is conducting its

         12  first hearing on this historic piece of legislation.

         13  In late 2001, the Council passed legislation enacted

         14  as Local Law 64. That law set in motion a procedure

         15  whereby the City could implement a new electrical

         16  code based on a model code known as NFPA 70, the

         17  National Electrical Code.

         18                 In accordance with Local Law 64, the

         19  City is adopting the 1999 version of the National

         20  Electrical Code, along with amendments where

         21  necessary to meet any unique circumstances found in

         22  the City of New York.

         23                 The National Code with amendments

         24  will constitute the new New York City electrical

         25  code and will ensure that all rebuilding efforts
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          2  will benefit from these updated technical standards.

          3                 Local Law 64 mandated that proposed

          4  amendments to the 1999 version of the National

          5  Electrical Code be submitted by the Commissioner of

          6  Buildings to the City Council by September 30th,

          7  2002. These proposed modifications were to

          8  accommodate the characteristics, peculiarities and

          9  nuances of the City that might affect any specific

         10  safety requirements for buildings and structures in

         11  our City.

         12                 Such amendments would be considered

         13  and when passed would become the electrical code

         14  technical standards.

         15                 Intro. Number 284 is the compilation

         16  of these proposed amendments to the National

         17  Electrical Code and was designed by the

         18  Administration after much consultation with

         19  representatives of the electrical and construction

         20  industries.

         21                 When Local Law 64 was originally

         22  passed, the Council had been convinced that the

         23  City's electrical code was outdated, and that the

         24  gap between the City's electrical code and the

         25  standards of the electrical industry was widening.
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          2                 With the enactment of Local Law 64,

          3  interested members of the public, including private,

          4  government and quasi-governmental interests were

          5  invited to submit proposed amendments to the 1999

          6  edition of the National Electrical Code to the

          7  Department of Buildings.

          8                 Two panels were convened by DOB for

          9  the purpose of reviewing the 1999 version of the

         10  NEC, the Electrical Code Advisory Panel and the

         11  Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation

         12  Committee.

         13                 These two panels developed amendments

         14  to the NEC, and examined submissions in this regard.

         15  It is due to the hard work of these two panels and

         16  our Commissioner that the bill before this Committee

         17  was fashioned.

         18                 In the future, regular updating of

         19  the technical standards will occur. The amendments

         20  in this bill will bring New York City in line with

         21  the 1999 edition of the NEC. After their adoption,

         22  proposed amendments to the 2002 edition of the NEC

         23  must be submitted by the Commissioner of Buildings

         24  to the Council by September 30th of next year 2003

         25  for consideration.
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          2                 Afterwards whenever the NEC publishes

          3  a new edition, which occurs every three years, the

          4  NEC will be reviewed in order to develop amendments

          5  for submission to the Council to upgrade our

          6  electrical code on a regular basis, so that we will

          7  never go back to the time when we had an electrical

          8  code that was 30 years old, and everybody was

          9  jumping up and down and not knowing what we were

         10  going to do with this antiquated system. So, we have

         11  pretty much come into the 21st Century.

         12                 In light of September 11th, the

         13  passage of this legislation is one of the most

         14  significant steps the City can take in our

         15  rebuilding efforts.

         16                 Although the substantive provisions

         17  of Local Law 64 officially take effect on January

         18  1st, 2003, the technical standards will take effect

         19  when the Council passes this legislation, amending

         20  the 1999 edition of the NEC to modify its provisions

         21  in order to reflect the characteristics of the City.

         22                 Hence, the bill before us was

         23  designed to contain the amendments reviewed and

         24  proposed, as a result of a consensus process.

         25                 Procedurally, Intro. No. 284 was
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          2  delivered to the Council on September 25th within

          3  the required time frame of Local Law 64. The full

          4  Council must vote on the bill within 60 days from

          5  this date of delivery, which means that the Council

          6  must act by the Stated Meeting scheduled for

          7  Wednesday, November 20th.

          8                 The importance and historic nature of

          9  this bill must be stressed.

         10                 With the successful passage of this

         11  bill, the bill will have adopted a model code,

         12  namely -- the City will have adopted a model code,

         13  namely the NFPA, National Electrical Code, that

         14  encompasses many of the latest advances in the

         15  electrical industry, while helping to ensure safety

         16  and dependability in our City.

         17                 Having said that, I would like to

         18  introduce the members of the Committee that are here

         19  today.

         20                 We have, starting on my left, Robert

         21  Jackson; James Oddo, Kendall Stewart; Tony Avella;

         22  Gale Brewer; and only on my right the sole Leroy

         23  Comrie.

         24                 Also my staff, without whom I would

         25  be -- Terzah Nasser, Counsel to the Committee; Sarah
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          2  Marks, our Policy Analyst; and David Pechefsky, our

          3  Senior Finance Analyst, who always sits in the back.

          4  David, why do you do that?

          5                 I take great pleasure in welcoming

          6  our Department of Buildings Commissioner Patricia

          7  Lancaster.

          8                 You're on.

          9                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: Thank you,

         10  Madeline.

         11                 Good afternoon, Chairwoman Provenzano

         12  and members of the Housing and Buildings Committee.

         13  My name is Patricia Lancaster and I'm the

         14  Commissioner of the Department of Buildings, the new

         15  Department of Buildings. Thank you for the

         16  opportunity to speak this afternoon in support of

         17  Intro. 284.

         18                 With me on my left is Phyllis Arnold,

         19  my General Counsel, and Marzio Penzi, Assistant

         20  Commissioner for the Bureau of Electrical Control,

         21  who has been heading up this effort.

         22                 In November of 2001, the New York

         23  City Council passed Local Law 64 of 2001, an

         24  ambitious and unprecedented bill which established a

         25  framework for the accelerated updating and
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          2  continuous development of the New York City

          3  electrical code.

          4                 Intro. 284 will consummate this

          5  updating process and complete the first major

          6  revision of the New York City electrical code in

          7  over three decades.

          8                 Local Law 6401 conditionally replaced

          9  the current electrical code's technical standards

         10  with the 1999 electrical code, as Madeline has

         11  mentioned. And it also required the development and

         12  adoption of local amendments to the 1999 NEC. And by

         13  the way, NEC and NFPA 70 are the same thing.

         14                 The local amendments before you today

         15  adapt the national standards to the special

         16  requirements of building construction in the City of

         17  New York, and will be known as the New York City

         18  amendments to the 1999 National Electrical Code.

         19                 The amendments, together with the

         20  1999 NEC will constitute the new electrical code's

         21  technical standards for New York City.

         22                 Local Law 64 of '01 also required

         23  that the Department submit these amendments to the

         24  New York City Council before September 30th of this

         25  year. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of
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          2  industry experts and Building Department staff,

          3  which I thank, who are here with us today, and

          4  Marzio, many of the industry experts are also here,

          5  I wanted to thank them all.

          6                 This monumental task was successfully

          7  completed on the 25th of September of this year,

          8  five days early.

          9                 Under the direction of Building

         10  Department's Bureau of Electrical Control, two

         11  working committees were created in order to

         12  facilitate the amendment and development process.

         13                 The Technical Committee, the

         14  Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation

         15  Committee, ECRIC, is a committee whose members

         16  include some of the best technical minds in the City

         17  of New York. Many of them are recognized nationally

         18  and participate in the development of the National

         19  Electrical Code itself.

         20                 This committee is responsible for

         21  amendment development and submits its

         22  recommendations to the Electrical Code Advisory

         23  Committee, ECAC, for further consideration.

         24                 The Electrical Code Advisory

         25  Committee is comprised of City and electrical
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          2  industry leaders and makes final recommendations to

          3  the Department of Buildings Commissioner.

          4                 The Committee started meeting in

          5  January of this year, and upon completion of the

          6  review of the 1999 NEC, proposed over 300

          7  amendments, which I approved and are before you

          8  today as Intro. 284.

          9                 The amendments constitute a consensus

         10  document recognizing the unique characteristics of

         11  New York City and providing increased safety for the

         12  residents and workers of the City of New York.

         13                 The new electrical code technical

         14  standards will recognize the many significant

         15  advancements in technology which have occurred over

         16  the last several decades.

         17                 A few examples of these technologies,

         18  not addressed by the existing 30-year-old code,

         19  include low voltage systems, fiberoptics, digital

         20  control systems and fuel and solar cell technology.

         21                 Updating the technical standards will

         22  reduce the need for obtaining special permission

         23  from the electrical advisory board, and provide the

         24  electrical industry with as of right ability to

         25  include new technologies in design concepts.
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          2                 Additional cost savings will be

          3  realized by eliminating the over-design of

          4  electrical systems now required due to antiquated

          5  installation and wiring methodologies.

          6                 Once the proposed amendments are

          7  adopted, New York City will join half of the 50

          8  states, which are currently updated to the 1999 NEC

          9  edition. Local Law 6401 also provides for further

         10  technical updating next year to the 2002 NEC

         11  standards with amendments.

         12                 This would place New York City along

         13  with only eight other states ahead of the nation

         14  with updated electrical codes recognizing the

         15  continuing advancements in technology, and that's

         16  right where we should be.

         17                 New York City will then keep pace

         18  with the triennial updating process of the NEC by

         19  reviewing each new revision and proposing the

         20  appropriate local amendments, thus ensuring that New

         21  York City will always be a national leader in

         22  maintaining up-to-date electrical standards for

         23  years to come.

         24                 This great City, according to the

         25  Mayor and others, is the capital of the world. It's
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          2  time that New York City code standards reflect our

          3  status as a world leader.

          4                 I, therefore, encourage you to pass

          5  Intro. 284, and help build the foundation for a

          6  safer and more economically viable New York City.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          9  Commissioner. And we're going to do the same thing

         10  with the Building Code soon.

         11                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: You bet.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We're going

         13  to rebuild this City whether it wants to or not,

         14  Pat.

         15                 We're also joined by Council Member

         16  Lew Fidler.

         17                 I'm going to open this up to my

         18  colleagues. Does anybody have any questions for the

         19  Commissioner?

         20                 Robert Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Commissioner,

         22  I would just like to take this opportunity to thank

         23  your Deputy Commissioner and some of your staff that

         24  briefed some members of the Housing Committee last

         25  week, and I thought that was very, very informative
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          2  in the process, and it was very, very helpful for me

          3  to understand all of the things that your staff has

          4  been going to to bring about to where we are today,

          5  so I appreciate the opportunity to be brief, and

          6  thank Madam Chair for arranging that on behalf of

          7  myself and other members of the Committee who took

          8  advantage of it.

          9                 I don't have any questions. I'm ready

         10  to vote.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         12  Bob. I appreciate that. That was very helpful and we

         13  thank those of you that were there, it kind of

         14  preceded this meeting and helped us understand a lot

         15  of the stuff.

         16                 I have one or two questions.

         17                 Will the Department of Buildings be

         18  instituting or authorizing any training programs

         19  regarding the new code?

         20                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER PENZI: Yes.

         21  What we've done is, although there is no mandate for

         22  us to do so, we've taken the initiative to contact

         23  our national NEC leaders in the teaching community,

         24  as well as local institutions that are local

         25  teaching institutions, and we've been able to
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          2  garnish the support of at least 12 institutions and

          3  industry teaching leaders to come to this

          4  jurisdiction and make their resources available to

          5  the industry. They'll be holding seminars. In fact,

          6  NYU has already advertised that they are also

          7  holding seminars to train the industry on the NEC,

          8  on the differences between the existing electrical

          9  code, and what the NEC requires.

         10                 So, we've initiated that process, it

         11  is going very well, and we will continue until

         12  everyone's caught up to date.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: How many

         14  employees do you have within the Bureau of

         15  Electrical Control?

         16                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: There are

         17  approximately 60.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Sixty.

         19                 Council Member Comrie, you have a

         20  question?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm basically

         22  in the same position as Council Member Jackson. Had

         23  an opportunity to be at the pre-briefing and I want

         24  to congratulate your staff on everything that they

         25  did to pull this together within a year, and the
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          2  collaboration necessary to do that I think is

          3  unprecedented, and I would hope that it goes over to

          4  the Building Codes also.

          5                 In order for this City to progress

          6  and do the things that we need to do, especially in

          7  this difficult time that we have ahead, and

          8  hopefully short difficult time, we need as much

          9  collaboration between industry and government as

         10  possible, and I would only ask you, you put an

         11  extensive review committee together and a technical

         12  committee together with full input from all sides,

         13  so has there been anyone with -- have you identified

         14  anyone with opposition at this point, on any level

         15  to the bill?

         16                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: Opposition,

         17  no.

         18                 We have had conversations on several

         19  points within the code, which required consensus

         20  building, and I appreciate both of you taking a

         21  minute to thank my staff, because I think what's

         22  been so marked in this progression, and like you

         23  say, it's fast compared to some other things that

         24  have gotten done, is the process. Marzio has

         25  pain-stakingly at times, and certainly
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          2  time-consumingly, involved industry and they have

          3  really put in a lot of time and effort and soul

          4  searching and checking with our members and checking

          5  with constituents and so on in order to arrive at

          6  the point that we've gotten to today.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I've noticed

          8  that in the package there are many approval letters

          9  from different parts of the industry, including Con

         10  Edison's electrical division and some electrical

         11  companies that do a lot of work in the City, so

         12  again I want to congratulate you and I hope that

         13  this translates over into your retire reform of the

         14  Buildings Department, utilizing the expert of all

         15  persons in this -- the expert advice from every

         16  aspect of the City in order to make progressive

         17  changes.

         18                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: Yes, we can't

         19  do it alone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: All right. I'm

         21  prepared to vote also, Madam Chair.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We might as

         23  well just vote today and forget this two meeting

         24  thing.

         25                 Thank you for those kind words, and
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          2  of course, Council Member Comrie knows from whence

          3  he speaks, because he worked for the gentleman that

          4  -- where did he just come back from?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Tahiti.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Oh, okay.

          7  Good for him. But who started this ball rolling,

          8  Council Member Spigner, and you should have brought

          9  him down today.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: He didn't want

         11  to.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Jet lag.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Jet lag.

         15                 Council Member Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 Commissioner, I would like to thank

         19  you for the leadership you are playing, the

         20  leadership role you are playing. However, I would

         21  like to see that leadership being played in getting

         22  more up-to-date facilities for the workers, the

         23  workers who work for the Building Department,

         24  especially Brooklyn, when I go into the Brooklyn

         25  Building Departments, to me it does not reflect what

                                                            19

          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2  their codes are, what they're trying to do in terms

          3  of the physical plant, where they are, and if we can

          4  put some leadership there, make sure that we get

          5  some sort of a facility that looks like Brooklyn,

          6  like New York. If you can do that, I would be

          7  grateful.

          8                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: We can still

          9  work on that.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         11                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: You know,

         12  parenthetically, the headquarters and the Manhattan

         13  Borough Office just moved into 280 Broadway, the sun

         14  building which is across the street here, which is a

         15  landmarked building and also has a couple of spaces

         16  inside that are landmarked, a beautiful new

         17  facility, and I think you are on the right track

         18  when you say that that not only establishes the fact

         19  that the Building Department is an important

         20  department and it should meet its own codes and all

         21  sorts of things, but it says something about the

         22  City as a whole that it values the safety of its

         23  occupants.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you.
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          2  I'd like to also introduce Council Member Diana

          3  Reyna who has joined us.

          4                 Do you have any other questions?

          5                 Since there aren't any other

          6  questions, I think we're going to let you off the

          7  hot seat. But before you go, just once again I would

          8  like to reiterate my appreciation, the Committee's

          9  appreciation for all the hard work that was done,

         10  and I think we can't help but mention Marzio Penzi

         11  enough, because I know he was kind of the front

         12  runner on this, although he had a lot of help, but

         13  if it weren't for him I don't think we would be at

         14  the point we're at.

         15                 Are we using him on the Buildings

         16  Code too or what?

         17                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: He'll be

         18  heading up that effort, yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         20                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: With your

         21  permission I'd like to recognize a few of the people

         22  from the industry who are here.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Absolutely.

         24                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: Howard Hirsch

         25  from NYECA, Joe D'Angelo as President, and Lou
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          2  Catronia -- sorry -- from 5 Borough, Sal Anelli from

          3  AEC, and Marilyn Davenport from the Real Estate

          4  Board, and Vincent Macaron from Local 3, we really

          5  appreciate your input and appreciate your taking the

          6  time from your industry to be here today for us as

          7  well.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          9  and thank all of them. And, again, I think it's a

         10  great example of what we can do when we get all the

         11  right people together in a room and sort of throw

         12  things around and we found out that it really works

         13  and we'll keep on doing it.

         14                 Thank you. Thank all of you.

         15                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Our next

         17  speaker is Marilyn Davenport, Real Estate Board of

         18  New York.

         19                 Welcome.

         20                 MS. DAVENPORT: Thank you for the

         21  opportunity to testify this afternoon. I'm Marilyn

         22  Davenport, Senior Vice President of the Real Estate

         23  Board of New York, a trade association representing

         24  more than 6,000 owners, builders, brokers, property

         25  managers and related real estate professionals. I am
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          2  pleased to whole-heartedly support Intro. 284,

          3  adopting the New York City amendments to the 1999

          4  National Electric Code.

          5                 Over the past 18 months an intense

          6  and diligent effort ably led by Marzio Penzi and his

          7  staff at the Bureau of Electrical Control, has been

          8  made to thoroughly review the 1999 National Electric

          9  Code.

         10                 The large number of amendments

         11  presented to you for the New York City code are

         12  testimony to the need for and the diligence of the

         13  review. The end product is the code that meets the

         14  needs of our City, addresses current technology and

         15  that meets national standards.

         16                 Having an up-to-date code which meets

         17  national standards is of vital importance to all

         18  aspects of the industry, to design professionals, to

         19  the construction industry and to the real estate and

         20  business communities.

         21                 It is also critically important to

         22  public safety and to the economic vitality of the

         23  City to address new technology in our codes and to

         24  follow the same standards as the rest of the

         25  country.
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          2                 The participants in this process are

          3  to be congratulated for the hard work and dedicated

          4  effort they put into it, including the members of

          5  the City Council who worked on and passed Local Law

          6  38 of 2000, and that should probably read 64,

          7  establishing the review process and which will

          8  ensure that we continue to maintain this code with

          9  regular reviews.

         10                 We fully support the legislation, and

         11  urge its adoption.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         14  Marilyn.

         15                 Do we have any questions?

         16                 Council Member Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I forgot to

         18  thank your staff for helping the former members to

         19  push this forward and to keep this going, despite a

         20  lot of initial opposition to trying to update the

         21  code from persons that were scared of change, and

         22  not necessarily because change wasn't positive, they

         23  just didn't feel that there would be in the spirit

         24  of cooperation. So, I would like to congratulate

         25  your staff for fostering that, and making sure that
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          2  that did continue. Because I was at the hearings

          3  last year when Local 3 and the other unions were

          4  concerned that they wouldn't have a real opportunity

          5  for discussion. So, again, congratulations to your

          6  staff and along with REBNY for your active role.

          7                 MS. DAVENPORT: Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I remember

          9  that, too. You're absolutely right. And, again, I

         10  think we did kind of establish --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Madam Chair?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I want to object

         14  to all the peace and harmony in this room right now.

         15                 MS. DAVENPORT: We know you're a

         16  republican. We know --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I don't think

         18  this is good for the process, and I want to stir the

         19  pot up a little bit.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We'll find

         21  another topic that you can rant and rave about,

         22  okay?

         23                 Thank you, Marilyn.

         24                 MS. DAVENPORT: Thank you.

         25                 Patrick McPartland, National
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          2  Association of Vertical Transportation -- something,

          3  what's the P?

          4                 MR. McPARTLAND: The P is for

          5  Professionals.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, I've

          7  been told that vertical transportation is elevated?

          8                 MR. McPARTLAND: Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         10                 MR. McPARTLAND: Yes. It's an

         11  organization of elevator and escalator consultants

         12  in the City of New York.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         14                 MR. McPARTLAND: My name is Patrick

         15  McPartland, and I'm here as a representative of the

         16  NAVTP and also as an alternate to Hubie Hayes who

         17  was a member of the Department of Buildings panel

         18  that helped adopt this code. I would just like to

         19  say we are in full support of the 1999 updated

         20  electrical code with the modification changes which

         21  have been set forth in the City record.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: That's

         24  probably the smallest statement Hubert Hayes has

         25  ever made, the shortest --
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          2                 MR. McPARTLAND: That's probably why

          3  he sent me to deliver it, yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: And we're

          5  probably good that's a short statement, probably

          6  better off, right?

          7                 MR. McPARTLAND: I won't tell him that

          8  you said that, though.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         10                 MR. McPARTLAND: I'll tell him that

         11  you all missed him and wished he was here.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, good.

         13                 Please do. Thank you very much.

         14                 Joseph D'Angelo, New York City

         15  Chapter of NECA. You're on, Joe.

         16                 MR. D'ANGELO: Good afternoon. And

         17  thank you for the opportunity to address the

         18  Council, the Committee on Housing and Buildings. And

         19  I have with me Mr. George Zikowa, a member of our

         20  association who has worked at least for the past

         21  seven years on this project. So, he'll be sitting

         22  with me.

         23                 A year ago I was one of these people

         24  who testified against passage of then 741-A, I

         25  guess, but Councilwoman Provenzano, and Council
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          2  members, thank you for giving me the opportunity to

          3  speak in support of Intro. 284.

          4                 I am speaking on behalf of 250

          5  licensed electrical contractors that employ 11,000

          6  journey person or electricians in the City of New

          7  York, and perform the vast majority of electrical

          8  installations in our City.

          9                 The bill you are considering today

         10  represents the efforts of many volunteers over a

         11  14-year period.

         12                 In 1988, a small group of people, of

         13  which I was one, approached then Commissioner Smith

         14  of the Department of Buildings with a proposal to

         15  restructure and modernize the New York City

         16  electrical code. With the approval of the Department

         17  of Buildings, an effort was made to recruit

         18  volunteers from all segments of the electrical

         19  industry. This effort began under Mayor Koch,

         20  continued under Mayors Dinkins and Giuliani, and

         21  finally in October of 2002, it is before you for

         22  consideration.

         23                 One of the early objectives of

         24  updating the New York City code was to conform it to

         25  the National Electrical Code where appropriate, and
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          2  I would like to add, and maintain those parts

          3  specific to the needs and the requirements of the

          4  City of New York.

          5                 Since this effort began, the NEC has

          6  been updated four times, 1993, '96, '99 and most

          7  recently 2002. Immediately upon passage of Intro.

          8  284, an effort must be made to update the proposed

          9  New York City code to the 2002 national code.

         10                 For this reason, and the ability to

         11  expedite further updates, we support and urge

         12  passage of this bill. We believe that this will

         13  provide us the ability to keep the New York City

         14  Code current with technology changes. I must also

         15  give special recognition to the staff of the BEC,

         16  who under the leadership of Assistant Commissioner

         17  Marzio Penzi has led this effort over all these

         18  years. And I must congratulate Commissioner

         19  Lancaster, who came into this process and for the

         20  past nine months made sure that any obstacles were

         21  overcome.

         22                 You now have the opportunity to

         23  conclude this part of the process by passing this

         24  legislation. Your passage will recognize the efforts

         25  of all the people who work very hard over many years
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          2  to bring this to fruition.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          5  Joe. And thank you for the history you gave us of

          6  what happened.

          7                 MR. D'ANGELO: Okay.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Any

          9  questions? James?

         10                 MR. D'ANGELO: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, Willard

         12  Warren, Electric Code Committee.

         13                 MR. WARREN: Yes, I'd like to read a

         14  short statement. Thank you for the opportunity.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Welcome.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 MR. WARREN: My name is Willard L.

         18  Warren. I'm an electrical engineer, a professional

         19  engineer, and I have represented pro bono the

         20  lighting industry on the Bureau of Electrical

         21  Controls, Electrical Code Interpretation and

         22  Revision Committee, since 1971.

         23                 We have another member who has been

         24  on the Board for 35 years, but we have been serving

         25  as industry representatives.

                                                            30

          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 I am here to urge you to adopt a new

          3  electrical code for the City of New York, modeled

          4  after the National Electric Code.

          5                 The Bureau of Electrical Control has

          6  two panels, the Advisory Board and the Code

          7  Committee, with a total of about 20 members, and I'm

          8  one of them.

          9                 That beside the electrical design

         10  that is followed in New York City, we have

         11  representatives from the Bureau, from the electrical

         12  industry, Consolidated Edison, Design Engineers,

         13  Electrical Contractors, the Real Estate Industry and

         14  Underwriters Laboratories. By contrast, the National

         15  Electric Code, under the NFPA, has 20 panels with

         16  over 200 members, including the United States

         17  government, the NFPA, the Underwriters Laboratories,

         18  electrical unions, the electrical industry, design

         19  engineers, inspectors, manufacturers,

         20  municipalities, universities, technical publications

         21  and leading associations, such as the Edison

         22  Electrical Institute, NEMA, the National Electrical

         23  Manufacturers Association, and the IEEE, the

         24  Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers,

         25  all volunteers.
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          2                 The National Electric Code also has a

          3  technical correlating committee with representatives

          4  from the telecommunications industry, the American

          5  Gas Institute, the Iron and Steel Institute, the

          6  solar power industry, Chemical Manufacturers

          7  Association, American Hospitals Association, the

          8  instrumentation industry, the American Petroleum

          9  Institute, the insurance industry, the recreational

         10  vehicles industry, air conditioning and

         11  refrigeration institute, testing labs, the

         12  Association of Builders and Contractors and many,

         13  many others. These members represent the national

         14  and global influence of electrical codes we live

         15  under in this country, and the research and

         16  development resources they have is enormous.

         17                 Our main concern in New York is for

         18  safety. The members of the Bureau have worked for a

         19  year to merge the New York City code into the NEC,

         20  preserving those requirements that we deem unique to

         21  the complexity and density of electrical equipment

         22  installed in our City.

         23                 We have developed amendments to the

         24  NEC that will preserve those aspects of New York

         25  City's electrical infrastructure and future designs
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          2  that will give us the maximum protection.

          3                 With this in mind, and in an effort

          4  to make our codes safer, more energy conserving,

          5  more understandable to the rest of the nation's real

          6  estate investors, design engineers, electrical

          7  contractors, electrical manufacturers, I strongly

          8  recommend that we join the rest of the nation in

          9  adopting a universal electrical code with

         10  amendments.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Warren.

         14                 Jim, you see all the people that we

         15  made happy?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: It's a

         17  disappointment, Madam Chair.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We just like

         19  to work out all the stuff before we get here.

         20                 Council Member Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         22                 I'm sorry I missed the briefing, my

         23  office screwed up. That's about as basic as I can

         24  make it.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: And I

          3  apologize to you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We actually

          5  waited for you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I was furious

          7  just now on the cell phone, but I'm trying to be

          8  calm. I appreciate the offer of the briefing,

          9  though.

         10                 My question is, and I spend a lot of

         11  time in the Technology Committee talking about

         12  broad-banding and many new kinds of fibers, so my

         13  question is at the end of this, and you may not be

         14  the right person to ask, but is there any aspect of

         15  this that does deal with the broadbanding, or any

         16  ways that are related to some of the new

         17  technologies, or am I way off base here?

         18                 MR. WARREN: Specifically, there are

         19  new technologies that we read about every day, and I

         20  have testified in California before the California

         21  Energy Commission on their new Title 24 amendment.

         22                 Technology seems to be coming from

         23  west to east now, rather than from east to west. We

         24  had the first code in the nation, or Buffalo did,

         25  and that preceded the National Electric Code which
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          2  was written in 1896. So we were the leaders in the

          3  United States in setting guise for electrical

          4  design, and then that evaporated, and now the

          5  technology involves, as mentioned earlier,

          6  fiberoptics, LEDs, the light emitting dios, there

          7  was an article in the paper yesterday.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Right.

          9                 MR. WARREN: There are these

         10  technologies that we just don't have the resources

         11  to investigate, test, try, et cetera, that the NEC

         12  and the NFPA have. So, when you talk about

         13  broadbanding, I would be willing to bet that there

         14  are experts outside of New York City that are ahead

         15  of us in some of this new technology.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Well, there's

         17  some here too.

         18                 MR. WARREN: And this allows us to get

         19  into that milieu, to find out from others what their

         20  experiences are and to benefit from it, which we

         21  haven't been able to do.

         22                 I give talks all over the country. I

         23  gave one in California with my counterpart in Los

         24  Angeles, and they're doing things in safety that we

         25  haven't begun to think of. And really safety is
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          2  where we're at. There's a meeting of the fire

          3  marshals in a couple of weeks where they're

          4  discussing evacuation. They've discovered that a

          5  stairway wide enough for two people is not wide

          6  enough for a fireman to walk up between them and

          7  climb up stories.

          8                 So, all of the things that have

          9  happened to us here in New York are being

         10  reevaluated and reinvestigated.

         11                 I happen to be in the lighting

         12  industry. I was Chairman of one of the five panels

         13  that posted up the National Code and the New York

         14  City Electrical Code and took the best of Broadway,

         15  took the best of both worlds, added what we thought

         16  was necessary because Con Ed has the densest system

         17  in the world, the capacity for an electrical failure

         18  in New York is immeasurably larger than anywhere

         19  else in the world, and so that's what we're

         20  concerned about, we don't want to find out

         21  afterwards that there was a better system that we

         22  could have adopted if we weren't so isolated.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         24  will just mention that I think DoITT is doing I

         25  think a very good job in trying to think of some of
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          2  these new technologies, and I'm sure that the

          3  Buildings Commissioner is working with the DoITT

          4  Commissioner, but there's a lot of new laying of

          5  fiber and going different places and new

          6  broadbanding and so on that, you know, there's a lot

          7  of symmetry there. But thank you very much, Madam

          8  Chair.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 Miles Fisher, NSPE Queens Chapter.

         12                 MR. CAFOLIS: Good afternoon. My name

         13  is Phil Cafolis, I'm here in behalf of Miles who

         14  couldn't make it today. I'm a member of the Queens

         15  Chapter of the New York State Society of

         16  Professional Engineers. And we as a chapter of

         17  professional engineers are fully in support of

         18  adopting the National Electric Code 1999 for New

         19  York City with the New York City addendums that are

         20  required to work in this City.

         21                 As a design professional, it's been

         22  frustrating from time to time if we're dealing with

         23  new technologies in New York City, because the codes

         24  didn't exist that were required, we had to go to the

         25  Advisory Board to get special approvals, now this
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          2  whole process will bring New York City into the

          3  place we need to be and we're fully in support of

          4  that. Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 Any questions?

          8                 That concludes our meeting. And,

          9  again, I would just like to congratulate everybody,

         10  and I'm really proud that at least in this area of

         11  electrical codes New York City is a leader and

         12  hopefully this will be only a first.

         13                 Thank you, all.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 2:00 p.m.)
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