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          1  COMMITTEE ON AGING

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Good morning,

          3  everyone. My name is Maria Carmen Arroyo, and I'm

          4  Chair of the Committee on Aging. We are here today

          5  to vote on the proposed Intro. No. 445, which is

          6  intended to raise the maximum qualifying income for

          7  Senior Citizens Homeowners Exemption, otherwise

          8  known as SCHE.

          9                 We held a hearing on this bill last

         10  Tuesday on October 3rd, we heard testimony from

         11  advocates and the Administration, and I think in

         12  this one we're all on the same page.

         13                 This bill will also include an

         14  election that would allow senior households who

         15  qualify for both exemptions to have the exemption

         16  that is more beneficial. And the other exemption is

         17  which one, Chris? Because it doesn't say in this.

         18  The Disabled Homeowners Exemption, so which ever one

         19  gives them the greatest benefit, they can select one

         20  of the two.

         21                 This exemption would provide critical

         22  relief for burdensome property taxes for low-income

         23  seniors. Under this bill, senior homeowners who earn

         24  26,000 or less in tax year 2006, would receive a 50

         25  percent exemption from their property tax. By 2009
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          2  the qualifying income level will be raised to

          3  $29,000 a year.

          4                 During the hearing last Tuesday, both

          5  the Department for the Aging and the Department of

          6  Finance spoke in strong favor of the bill.

          7                 This bill will provide necessary

          8  property tax relief for seniors that need it most

          9  and will have the effect of making their lives in

         10  our City a little bit easier.

         11                 I recommend that members of the

         12  Committee vote in support of proposed Intro. 445-A,

         13  and with that I ask Counsel to call the roll.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Arroyo.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye and I

         22  request my name be added to this bill.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in
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          2  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          3  abstentions, item is adopted. Council Members,

          4  please sign the Committee report.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: We will hold the

          6  roll open for another ten minutes or so. I

          7  understand Council Member Foster is on her way in.

          8                 Meeting is adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 10th day of October 2006.
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