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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to this morning's Finance Committee hearing.

          4  My name is David Weprin, I Chair the Committee.

          5  Today the Finance Committee will vote on four items.

          6  The first is a resolution that will set the date for

          7  a hearing on a local law authorizing budget

          8  increases for two BIDs, the North Flatbush Avenue

          9  BID in Brooklyn, and the HUD Third Avenue BID in the

         10  South Bronx.

         11                 The statute authorizing the

         12  establishment of BIDs and amendments to the plan by

         13  which they operate provides that the Council may by

         14  local law authorize increases to a BID's annual

         15  budget.

         16                 The statute also requires notice to

         17  be given by publication, however, in the past, in

         18  addition to the notice required by law, we also ask

         19  the Department of Small Business Services to send

         20  notices by mail to all property owners in BIDs when

         21  the BID is seeking an increase in its budget. We

         22  will do the same in the case of these two BIDs.

         23                 Resolution No. 586-A sets the date

         24  and time of the hearing for the two BIDs on December

         25  6th at 11:00 a.m., right here in the Committee Room.
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          2                 The next two items on our agenda are

          3  two Land Use items that will provide rental housing

          4  for elderly persons of low income. The first, the

          5  Erma Cava I Housing for the Elderly residence,

          6  located in the Bronx in Council Member Arroyo's

          7  district, will provide 35 units of rental housing

          8  for elderly persons of low income.

          9                 The second, the Erma Cava II Housing

         10  for the Elderly residence, which is also in Council

         11  Member Arroyo's district, will provide 123 units in

         12  rental housing for elderly persons of low income.

         13  Council Member Arroyo supports both of these items.

         14                 The final item on our agenda is a

         15  preconsidered resolution designating the Speaker to

         16  serve on the City's Independent Office Special

         17  Committee to appoint IBO's director.

         18                 Pursuant to the Charter, the Director

         19  of IBO is appointed by a special committee whose

         20  members include a City Council member, who is chosen

         21  by the City Council.

         22                 Today we will vote for Speaker Quinn

         23  to represent the Council on the IBO Special

         24  Committee.

         25                 We will now vote on the four items,
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          2  but if anyone has any questions on the two Land Use

          3  items, representatives from Council Finance are on

          4  hand to address such questions.

          5                 Let me introduce the members of the

          6  Committee here. We have Council Member Peter

          7  Vallone, Jr., from Queens, Majority Leader Council

          8  Member Joel Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member

          9  Mike McMahon from Staten Island, Council Member

         10  David Yassky from Brooklyn, Council Member Helen

         11  Sears from Queens, Council Member Diana Reyna from

         12  Brooklyn and Queens, Council Member Gale Brewer from

         13  Manhattan, Council Member Alan Gerson from

         14  Manhattan, Council Member Vincent Gentile from

         15  Brooklyn, Council Member Bill DeBlasio from

         16  Brooklyn, and Council Member Albert Vann from

         17  Brooklyn.

         18                 And once again, we have Acting

         19  Counsel Tanisha Turnbull, who is still our Acting

         20  Counsel.

         21                 Any questions on any of the items I

         22  mentioned?

         23                 Council Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: On the IBO, I

         25  know we all know the IBO well. I just didn't know
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          2  what was the status in the past, or has a member sat

          3  on or participated or staff, or what's the history

          4  there?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: It's been awhile

          6  since we've had a Committee, but I think

          7  traditionally there has been a Council member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I don't

          9  remember any discussion of it. That's why I was

         10  asking. I mean, obviously, we've all worked with the

         11  staff of the IBO.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I have been told

         13  by Counsel that we have not had a Council Member.

         14  This is a recent development.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: So, is this a

         16  new, because it's a charter mandated IBO, I should

         17  know this but is there a member of the Council

         18  appointed to the Board by the Charter?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I'm sorry, can

         20  I interrupt?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I've been told

         22  that the Charter says it's a ten-member committee,

         23  but it doesn't specify Council members.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: That's what I

         25  thought, because I was there when it was formed, and

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  in the room.

          3                 So, I'm trying to understand, are we

          4  adding a member to the Board?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I, Mr.

          6  Chair?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: It's just a

          8  resolution requesting it. That's what I believe.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: If I

         10  understand this, tell me if I'm incorrect, we're not

         11  putting someone on the Board of the IBO, this is the

         12  Committee to appoint, I guess the term, the

         13  president of the IBO, Ronnie Lowenstein, will be

         14  expiring at some point. This is the Committee to

         15  select her or her successors, the person to fill the

         16  next term, which could be her, could be not, and

         17  that I believe the Charter says the Council has --

         18  there's a Council Member on the Committee to select

         19  the next head.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: It's not the

         22  kind of ongoing Board in the way you're thinking of

         23  a Board that supervises the operation of the body.

         24  It's just to pick the president --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: It's just the
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          2  selection committee is correct.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: All right, my

          4  question is, are there other additional members to

          5  the selection committee, or is it just the Council?

          6  Do we know?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: There are nine

          8  other members, the Council has one member, I

          9  believe.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Because in the

         11  past it was the Board members that selected the

         12  Director. So what you're saying is we're asking to

         13  be part of this, or we're already part of it

         14  according to the Charter?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I've been told by

         16  the Council that having a representative of the

         17  Council on the Selection Committee is in the

         18  Charter.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay.

         20  Obviously we can all look into the Charter, but I

         21  guess my question would be, are there additional

         22  people besides the Board and the City Council

         23  representative who are part of the selection

         24  process, or we don't know?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: There are ten
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          2  members.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Ten -- there

          4  are nine Board members now.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Correct me if

          6  I'm wrong, Mr. Chair. This is not the Board of the

          7  IBO, this is simply to select the next head and

          8  there are ten members, they could be the same as the

          9  Board or different, but there will be constituted a

         10  committee that has no other responsibility than the

         11  selection.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: So then who

         13  makes the decision as to who is on this selection

         14  committee?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: The

         16  Comptroller.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: The Charter.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And the

         19  Public Advocate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: The Public

         21  Advocate --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Those two.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: -- And the

         24  Council puts a Council member on it.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: But the
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          2  Comptroller and the Public Advocate have Board

          3  members.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Can I

          5  interrupt? In the resolution it says so right here.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And the

          7  Borough Presidents pick one. The five Borough

          8  Presidents send one of the five. So that means --

          9  does that answer the question? So, what we're doing

         10  as the Council is we're designating our person to be

         11  the Speaker, to be one of the ten, to be on that

         12  Independent Budget Office Advisory Board to pick the

         13  next director.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: And that's what

         15  we're doing this morning, okay.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: It's a very

         17  short-term job.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Okay.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I was there at

         20  the beginning of IBO, and I don't remember a Council

         21  rep, that's why I'm asking. And we were part of the

         22  selection process just watching it, and I don't

         23  remember this process, so that's why I was asking.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Well, there may

         25  have been an appointment by the Council, you might
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          2  not have been aware of who it was.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay, thank

          4  you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I don't know.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Mr. Chair?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: It says so in

          9  the preconsidered Res. It says, Whereas, Section 259

         10  of the Charter further provides that such special

         11  committee be comprised of the Comptroller, Public

         12  Advocate, Borough President, chosen by the Borough

         13  Presidents, a Council Member chosen by the Council,

         14  and that's just according to the Charter.

         15                 The Speaker told us earlier that it's

         16  just been a tradition that the Speaker designates

         17  someone, it's been the Speaker, and just to let

         18  folks know there is no one that's interested in

         19  changing the director of the IBO. This is just part

         20  of her normal term of contract that's looking for

         21  renewal. And it's my understanding that everybody

         22  expects that she will be renewed to continue to

         23  serve as a director for IBO.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any further

         25  questions?
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          2                 We've been joined by Council Member

          3  Leroy Comrie -- thank you for that information --

          4  and Council Member Lew Fidler.

          5                 No other questions, if we could --

          6  Council Member Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: It's not a

          8  question, just a very brief comment for

          9  accentuation.

         10                 On the vote that we're taking to

         11  approve tax exemptions for the senior housing, which

         12  I support, as I'm sure all of my colleagues do, we

         13  need much, much more of this throughout our City. As

         14  I'm sure we all know, there is no more a compelling

         15  request that I receive than seniors who desperately

         16  need senior housing, because they can no longer

         17  physically live where they currently live or afford

         18  to live. And I just urge us, as we pass these two

         19  continuations, that we as a Council, we as a

         20  Committee, really make it a priority for the

         21  upcoming year, to find a way not only to extend

         22  these but to expand the amount of senior housing as

         23  part of our affordable housing program in the City.

         24  We know no greater imperative and I think we, you

         25  know, it needs to be underscored at every possible
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          2  relevant time. Thank you very much.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         14                 I'd like to vote yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 16 in the

         16  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         17  all items are adopted.

         18                 Council members, please sign the

         19  Committee reports. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: That's it. I'm

         21  going to leave the roll open for the next half hour

         22  for those members that are around the building.

         23                 Other than that, we're adjourned.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          3  17.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:59 a.m.)
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