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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to the

          3  Finance Committee hearing.  I am David Weprin, Chair

          4  of the City Council's Finance Committee.

          5                 Let me introduce my colleagues, on

          6  the far left is Council Member Jackson from

          7  Manhattan; next to him is Margarita Lopez from

          8  Manhattan; next to her, a little further over, is

          9  our Majority Leader, Joel Rivera from the Bronx;

         10  next to him is Council Member James Sanders, Jr.,

         11  from Queens; on my immediate right, looking over my

         12  shoulder is Council Madeline Provenzano from the

         13  Bronx, and Council Member Christine Quinn from

         14  Manhattan, in the back row, and our Majority Whip,

         15  Council Member Leroy Comrie from Queens.

         16                 Today we have a brief agenda.  On

         17  September 12th, we had a hearing on Intro. No. 249,

         18  which would expand the MetroTech Area Business

         19  Improvement District in Brooklyn.  As required by

         20  law, we heard all those wishing to speak on the BID

         21  expansion, and we adjourned without a vote to allow

         22  to for a 30- day statutory objection period.  That

         23  period has now run out, and we are told by the City

         24  Clerk's Office that no objections to the BID

         25  expansion have been filed with them.
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          2                 So, if we can answer the following

          3  four questions in the affirmative, we can improve

          4  the extension.

          5                 Were all notices for all hearings

          6  required to be held published and mailed as required

          7  by law and otherwise sufficient?

          8                 Does all the real property within the

          9  proposed extended district's boundaries benefit from

         10  the extension of the district, except as otherwise

         11  provided by the law?

         12                 Is all real property benefitted by

         13  the extension including within the proposed extended

         14  district?

         15                 Is the extension of the district in

         16  the best of the public?

         17                 It is our understanding from DBS'

         18  prior testimony that the expansion will only include

         19  one large, new property that is located for all

         20  practical purposes within the area covered by the

         21  BID services, and thus should and wants to be

         22  included within the BID.

         23                 I would like the Department of

         24  Business Services to come forward, assure us that

         25  notices were properly sent out pursuant to the law,
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          2  and confirm my understanding of the extension before

          3  we move to a vote.  Mr. Schwartz, if you could

          4  identify yourself with title, and your colleague as

          5  well?

          6                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ:  Will

          7  do.  Good morning, Chairman Weprin, and members of

          8  the Finance Committee.  My name is Andrew Schwartz.

          9  I am Deputy Commissioner for the Department of

         10  Business Services.  I am here today with George

         11  Gladder, who is the Executive Director of our

         12  Neighborhood Development Division.

         13                 Intro. 249 provides for the expansion

         14  of the MetroTech Business Improvement District, and

         15  would include the Renaissance Plaza on Adam Street.

         16  Commissioner Walsh has testified previously in

         17  support of this.

         18                 At the conclusion of the objection

         19  period on October 15th, and taking into

         20  consideration anything postmarked by that date,

         21  there were no objections filed with the City Clerk.

         22  DBS requests the Committee's approval, having

         23  affirmatively determined, pursuant to Section 25-

         24  407 of the Administrative Code that the hearing, all

         25  required notices were published and mailed as
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          2  required by law.  All real property within the

          3  boundaries of the district will benefit from this

          4  expansion, and that all real property benefitted is

          5  included within the limits of the district.

          6                 And finally, that the establishment

          7  of this extended district is in the public interest.

          8

          9                 We appreciate your continuing efforts

         10  in support of this legislation, and your approval of

         11  it today.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Okay, we have

         13  been joined by a few more of my colleagues.  We have

         14  Council Member Bill Perkins from Manhattan; Council

         15  Member Helen Sears from Queens; Council Member

         16  Dennis Gallagher, also from Queens, and Council

         17  Member Martin Golden from Brooklyn, and Council

         18  Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn.  Oh, and Council

         19  Member, usually Bill DeBlasio, it is hard for him to

         20  hide, but he was hiding behind Council Member

         21  Comrie, Council Member Bill DeBlasio from Brooklyn.

         22                 Do any of my colleagues have any

         23  questions?  Hearing none, we will move to a vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Golden.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 11 in

         21  the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, the item is adopted, and the vote will

         23  remain open.

         24                 This meeting is now adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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