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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of certain changes involving parking meters.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Title 19 by adding new section 19-175.2.
INTRODUCTION


On November 16, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Prop. Int. No. 1076-A.  This legislation would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, to require the Department of Transportation to notify the local community board and Council Member of the affected district of certain changes involving parking meter at least thirty days before such changes are to take effect.  The Committee held its first hearing on this bill on October 8, 2009.
BACKGROUND

According to the 2009 Mayor’s Management Report, there are more than 63,000 parking meters throughout the five boroughs.
 On February 16, 2009, parking meter rates increased at 47,000 single-space meters and 730 muni-meters across the City.
 The new rate increased from 25 cents for 30 minutes to 25 cents for 20 minutes, resulting in one hour of parking costing 75 cents from the previous fee of 50 cents.
 The increase will result in an additional $27 million to the City budget.
 Most meter rates have not been changed since 1992, with the exception of a rate increase affecting some meters in 1995.
 
Revenue generated from parking meters has risen steadily since Fiscal 2008 and is projected to continue to rise.
 In Fiscal 2008, revenue generated from parking meters was $112.5 million and in Fiscal 2009, $119.2 million is projected.
 By Fiscal 2010, the total parking meter revenue is expected to be $139.4 million and by Fiscal 2011, it is projected to be $143.6 million.


In 2008, the DOT piloted a program that raised parking meter rates during peak hours in certain communities throughout the City.
 The program, Park Smart, has already been tested in Greenwich Village, Manhattan and Park Slope, Brooklyn.
 The DOT asserts that the program results in an increase of available spaces, less double parking and congestion and improved safety.
 The DOT maintains that they work with community stakeholders including community boards, merchants and other members of the public before initiating a pilot program.
 

While changes made to parking meter regulations should involve community participation, discussion and notification, some advocates fear that these changes are made with little or no public input.
 Some residents have complained about being subject to an increase in the parking meter rate, which they were unaware of and as a result were subject to ticketing.
 This legislation seeks to avoid a repeat of this situation by requiring the DOT to provide 60 days notice before it can change a parking meter regulation, including rate increases. 
ANALYSIS

Section one of Prop. Int. No. 1076-A would add a new section 19-175.3 to the Administrative Code, entitled “Notification of changes involving parking meters.”  New Section 19-175.3 would provide that before the Department of Transportation changes parking meter rates or replaces a parking meter with a different type of parking meter (this bill is not intended to apply where a parking meter is merely upgraded with a newer version of the same type of meter), it shall provide at least thirty days written notice of such changes by regular first-class mail and electronic mail to the community board and council member in whose district the affected parking meters are or will be located and by posting such notice on the department’s website.

Paragraph one of new section 19-175.3 would provide that with changes in parking rates, the notice must provide, at a minimum, the proposed new rate, the locations(s) of the meters affected by the rate change and the earliest date such new rate will go into effect.  Paragraph two of new section 19-175.3 would provide that with changes in meter type, the notice must provide,, at a minimum, the location(s) where meters would be converted and the earliest date such conversions will go into operation.  Section two of Prop. Int. No. 1076-A would provide that this local law take effect immediately upon its enactment.
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A LOCAL LAW 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of certain changes involving parking meters. 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.3 to read as follows:

§19-175.3  Notification of changes involving parking meters. Before the department changes parking meter rates or replaces a parking meter with a different type of parking meter, it shall provide at least thirty days written notice of such changes by regular first-class mail and electronic mail to the community board and council member in whose district the affected parking meters are or will be located and by posting such written notice on the department’s website.  Such notice shall at a minimum provide the following information with regard to the changes:
1.  Parking rates.  Notice shall state the proposed new rate, the location(s) of the meters affected by such rate change and the earliest date such new rate will go into effect. 
2.  Change in meter type.  Notice shall state the location(s) where meters will be converted and the earliest date such converted meters will go into operation.


§2. This law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment.
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