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RES. NO. 292-A:	By Council Member Brooks-Powers, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Members Restler, Won, Louis, Menin, Cabán, Farías, Hudson, Bottcher, Stevens and Williams

TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, S.5320/A.9731, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York to allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street, and would repeal certain provisions of law relating thereto

INTRODUCTION 
	On December 7, 2022, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, held a vote on Res. No. 292-A, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers. Res. No. 292-A calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.5320/A.9731, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York to allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street, and would repeal certain provisions of law relating thereto. The Committee heard a previous version of the resolution on October 13, 2022. At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony related to a previous version of the resolution from Chair and Commissioner David Do of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC), New York State (NYS) Assembly Member Khaleel M. Anderson, the Commuter Van Association of New York, and other interested stakeholders.  
On December 7, 2022, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure passed Res. No. 292-A by a vote of 13 in the affirmative, one in the negative, with zero abstentions. 

BACKGROUND
The TLC, created in 1971, is responsible for the regulation and licensing of taxicabs, including yellow taxicabs and street hail liveries (also known as green or boro taxis); for-hire vehicles; commuter vans; and paratransit vehicles.[footnoteRef:1] The TLC has approximately 600 employees and its Board consists of nine members, eight of whom are unsalaried Commissioners, along with the salaried Commissioner and Chair (“TLC Chair”).[footnoteRef:2] The TLC Chair is the head of the TLC and presides over its public meetings.[footnoteRef:3] The TLC regulates over 200,000 TLC licensees in NYC.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  See TLC website at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/about-tlc.page.]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id. ] 

Commuter Vans 
	Commuter vans in the City are vehicles that have seating capacities of nine to 20 passengers that provide prearranged transportation on a daily basis.[footnoteRef:5] Commuter vans are licensed by the TLC and transport passengers over non-specified or irregular routes between a residential zone and a work-related central location, a mass transit facility, a shopping center or a recreational facility.[footnoteRef:6] The TLC regulates and licenses commuter vans, commuter van bases and commuter van drivers in the City. For calendar year 2021, based on TLC data, there were 28 authorized TLC-licensed bases for commuter vans, 145 TLC-licensed commuter van drivers, and 34 TLC-licensed commuter vans.[footnoteRef:7] The numbers of commuter van bases, commuter van drivers and commuter vans have dramatically decreased in recent years,[footnoteRef:8] with some blaming current law prohibiting TLC-licensed commuter vans from accepting hails from prospective passengers in the street, thus limiting commuter van service to only prearranged service. To address this problem, Res. No. 292-A calls on the State to adopt S. 5320, introduced by NYS Senator Kevin S. Parker, and A.9731, introduced by NYS Assembly Member Khaleel M. Anderson, which would allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the streets and would repeal certain related provisions in City law.  [5:  NYC Business, Licenses and Permits, Commuter Van Vehicle License, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/commuter-van-vehicle-license#:~:text=Taxi%20and%20Limousine%20Commission%20City,an%20Authorized%20Commuter%20Van%20Service.  ]  [6:  NYC Business, Licenses and Permits, Commuter Van Base, available at https://www.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/commuter-van-base.  ]  [7:  TLC, NYC TLC 2021 Annual Report, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2021.pdf.]  [8:  TLC, NYC TLC Annual Reports-2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/industry-reports.page.  ] 

	At the October 13, 2022 hearing, the Committee heard from TLC Chair and Commissioner Do on TLC’s work with the State on technology and safety improvements that can help advance the commuter van sector. He also noted that the TLC is in favor of the State legislation to allow commuter vans to receive street hails and indicated that they are a lifeline to residents who often live in transportation deserts.[footnoteRef:9] NYS Assembly Member Anderson noted his support of the Commuter Van Association of New York’s work to legalize street hails and the resolution’s intent, as it would push the State to ensure that commuter vans are able to accept street hails, particularly in those areas of the City underserved by the MTA.[footnoteRef:10] In addition, President Hector Ricketts of the Commuter Van Association of New York testified in support of the resolution’s intent.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  See NYC Council, October 13, 2022 Hearing, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. ]  [10:  Id. ]  [11:  Id. ] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Analysis of Res. No. 292-A
Res. No. 292-A would call upon the State to adopt S. 5320, sponsored by NYS Senator Kevin S. Parker, and A.9731, sponsored by NYS Assembly Member Khaleel M. Anderson, to allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street, and to repeal certain provisions of law relating thereto.

UPDATE
On December 7, 2022, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure passed Res. No. 292-A by a vote of 13 in the affirmative, one in the negative, with zero abstentions. 



Res. No. 292-A

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, S.5320/A.9731, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York to allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street, and would repeal certain provisions of law relating thereto
..Body

By Council Member Brooks-Powers, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Members Restler, Won, Louis, Menin, Cabán, Farías, Hudson, Bottcher, Stevens and Williams
 
	Whereas, Commuter vans in New York City are motor vehicles with seating capacities of nine to 20 passengers that provide transportation on a prearranged regular daily basis, over non-specified or irregular routes between a residential zone and a work related central location, a mass transit facility, a shopping center or recreational facilities within New York City; and 
	Whereas, The New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) regulates and licenses commuter vans, van bases and van drivers in the City; and 
	Whereas, As of May 16, 2022, according to the TLC, there were 18 authorized TLC-licensed bases for commuter vans, 123 TLC-licensed commuter van drivers, and 32 TLC-licensed commuter vans; and 
	Whereas, Under current law, TLC-licensed commuter vans are not permitted to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street and consumers can only make use of the service if they have made arrangements for the service before-hand; and 
	Whereas, Although commuter vans provide an important service in supplementing New York City’s public transit system, particularly for those that live in transit deserts and areas that lack close, effective and affordable transit options, the current law that requires pre-arrangement of services limits the impact that commuter vans can have on the City; and 
	Whereas, In addition, as the number of commuter vans, bases and drivers licensed by the TLC has decreased in recent years, allowing TLC-licensed commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street would greatly help the industry; and 
	Whereas, S.5320, introduced by New York State (NYS) Senator Kevin S. Parker, and A.9731, introduced by NYS Assembly Member Khaleel M. Anderson, would allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the streets and would repeal certain provisions in New York City law, ultimately, resulting in increased access to affordable and effective transportation options for New York City residents, particularly those from areas underserved by current public transit..Title; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, S.5320/A.9731, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York to allow commuter vans to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street, and would repeal certain provisions of law relating thereto. 
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