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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: I call the

          3  meeting to order. Are we ready? Sergeant, are we

          4  ready with the recorder?

          5                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: So, I'd like to

          7  welcome people to a vote that we're having on Intro.

          8  18-A. But before we do that, I think it's

          9  appropriate that on this national day of mourning

         10  for President Gerald Ford, whose funeral was today

         11  and who is being buried today in his home State of

         12  Michigan, we'll just have a moment of silence in

         13  recognition of his life and his service to our

         14  country.

         15                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         16                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you.

         17                 So, good afternoon. Welcome, and

         18  happy new year to everybody. I'm Councilman Jim

         19  Gennaro, Chair of the City Council's Committee on

         20  Environmental Protection. I welcome you all to this

         21  hearing and vote on Intro. 18-A, the legislation

         22  that continues this Committee's and this Council's

         23  legacy of advancing initiatives that spur the City's

         24  efforts to increase the reliability of our

         25  powergrid, enhance the efficiency of our power use,
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          2  and clean the air for all New Yorkers by displacing

          3  dirty sources of power generation.

          4                 The goal of Intro. 18 is to promote

          5  the on-site use of certain types of clean power

          6  generation in City buildings, namely, natural

          7  gas-based power generation and what is called

          8  cogeneration.

          9                 For those that are unfamiliar with

         10  cogeneration, it is a clean-power technology that

         11  optimizes and saves fuel, increases energy

         12  efficiency, and cuts pollution by using fuel to

         13  produce both power and heat, steam or hot water or

         14  buildings on-site use.

         15                 Intro. 18-A would require the City to

         16  conduct an assessment for each of its buildings with

         17  peak power demand to 500 kilowatt or greater, 500

         18  kilowatts or greater to determine whether

         19  cogeneration and natural gas-based distributed

         20  generation projects would be appropriate for these

         21  buildings.

         22                 This assessment, which is to

         23  completed by the 1st of January next year, would

         24  include the technical, physical and/or economic

         25  feasibility of putting in such power generation. And
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          2  it's also important to note, to make sure this

          3  on-site power generation displaces dirtier sources

          4  of power generation, this bill requires that the

          5  assessment be limited to only those projects that

          6  are less polluting than clean, state-of-the-art

          7  natural gas-fired power plants.

          8                 Finally, the bill requires that this

          9  assessment to be reviewed at least every five years

         10  and updated as necessary to reflect newly acquired

         11  or altered City facilities, as well as developments

         12  in cogeneration on natural gas-based distributed

         13  generation technologies.

         14                 Reports on these updates, as well as

         15  the initial assessment of all City facilities, must

         16  be submitted to both the Mayor and the Speaker of

         17  the Council ten days after their completion. And as

         18  I mentioned at the outset, Intro. 18-A continues the

         19  legacy of this Committee and this Council in

         20  spurring the City's efforts to increase the

         21  reliability of our power grid, and certainly the

         22  last year, if 2006 taught us nothing else, it taught

         23  us the need to do that, to increase our energy

         24  efficiency, clean the air for all New Yorkers by

         25  displacing dirty power generation.
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          2                 And the result of these efforts in

          3  continuing the partnership with the Bloomberg

          4  Administration, would be to make sure that people of

          5  the City of New York will enjoy increasing access to

          6  reliable, affordable and clean energy in the years

          7  to come.

          8                 But before moving on, I would like to

          9  thank those who have worked so hard on this bill,

         10  Counsel to my right, Donna DeCostanzo; Policy

         11  Analyst Dan Avery, my own Chief of Staff Peter

         12  Washburn; Jeff Haberman, Rob Newman, Jim Caras and

         13  Veronica McNeil. And from the Administration, Erica

         14  Kimberly, Eddie Batista, Gil Quinones, Jennifer

         15  Blum, and I want to thank everyone that helped us to

         16  get to this good day today.

         17                 I want to certainly recognize the

         18  members of the Committee that are here today. Ken

         19  Stewart from Brooklyn; Council Member Bill DeBlasio

         20  from Brooklyn; Councilwoman Melissa Mark-Viverito

         21  from Manhattan; Oliver Koppell from the Bronx; Peter

         22  Vallone from Queens; and I'm happy and proud to have

         23  worked with all of you to bring this bill to a vote

         24  today. The Chair urges a yes vote, but before we do

         25  that, Counsel to the Committee, Donna DeCostanzo, is
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          2  going to read some changes from the original bill

          3  into the record, and of course what she is reading

          4  now has been laid on the desks a number of days ago,

          5  and so I recognize Donna DeCostanzo to read the

          6  changes of the bill into the record.

          7                 Donna.

          8                 MS. DeCOSTANZO: Some of the major

          9  changes from Intro. 18 are as follows: The date by

         10  which the assessment pursuant to subdivision A,

         11  called the survey in Intro 18 shall be completed was

         12  changed from January 1st, 2007 to January 1st, 2008.

         13  Under proposed Intro. 18-A DCAS is solely

         14  responsible for conducting the assessment rather

         15  than DCAS in conjunction with the EDC and the

         16  Department of Buildings. The universe of buildings

         17  to be assessed pursuant to the legislation must

         18  change from all buildings, structures of similar

         19  facilities owned by the City to City-owned

         20  facilities with 500 kilowatts or greater peak

         21  demand. Proposed Intro. 18-A specifies that the

         22  clean on-site power generation technologies to be

         23  included in the assessment are cogeneration and

         24  natural gas-based distributed generation

         25  technologies; whereas Intro. 18 provided that the
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          2  survey may include the generation of electricity

          3  through cogeneration, solar power, wind power,

          4  anaerobic digesters, fuel cells and the use of

          5  microturbines.

          6                 The periodic assessment reviews and

          7  potential updates required pursuant to Subdivision B

          8  must be completed at a minimum of every five years,

          9  rather than a minimum of every two years, and must

         10  now also take into consideration developments in the

         11  electric generation technologies contained in the

         12  legislation that affect emissions of carbon dioxide

         13  or particulate matter emissions from the use of such

         14  technologies, or that affects prior technical,

         15  physical or economic feasibility assessments; and

         16  finally, proposed Intro. 18-A specifies that the

         17  report on the assessment and updates required to be

         18  submitted pursuant to subdivision C, must include an

         19  explanation of the process criteria and specific

         20  analyses used for those assessments and updates, and

         21  the results of the assessments and updates for each

         22  facility; whereas Intro. No. 18 simply required that

         23  the survey and updates be submitted as required.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you,

         25  Donna. I appreciate that.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes. I recognize

          4  Council Member Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Are questions

          6  appropriate at this time?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Sure. Sure.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just was

          9  wondering why the alternative energy alternatives

         10  were eliminated from this version of this

         11  legislation?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes, what we

         13  were able to come to closure with the Administration

         14  are the technologies that have been included in the

         15  bill. Certainly this is not going to be our last

         16  foray into pushing for the City's use of other

         17  technologies. We continue to advocate for that but

         18  for the purposes of the bill that we can get done

         19  now at this time, there was broad agreement between

         20  the Council and the Administration on the

         21  technologies that have been included in the bill and

         22  the Administration had economic and other reasons

         23  for why the pursuit of the other technologies would

         24  not bear fruit and would be a costly economic

         25  burden, but we continue to advocate for that. And

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2  the Bloomberg Administration is fully aware of our

          3  intent to broaden our efforts in this regard, in

          4  2007 are bracing for impact on that. But this is

          5  what we could get agreement on and this is what

          6  we're putting forward at this point for passage.

          7                 Is that sufficient, Oliver?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OLIVER: Yes, I agree

          9  with the second thought more than the first.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: With no one else

         11  looking to be recognized, I call the vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         13  18-A, Council Member Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

         19  to be added. I see my name is not on as a sponsor,

         20  I'd like to be added as a sponsor. And I hope that

         21  in the year 2007 we'll push on with some of these

         22  alternative technologies as well. But I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Mr. Chair,
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          2  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I would like

          5  to be added as a cosponsor of this bill, and I vote

          6  aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I would also

          9  like to be added as a cosponsor and vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: I would

         12  also like to be added as a co-sponsor and I vote

         13  aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         16  abstentions, the item is adopted. Members, please

         17  sign the Committee Report.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: I wish to thank

         20  everyone today for their votes and for their

         21  participation and for their sponsorship of this

         22  bill, and we're going to be leaving the vote open

         23  for other members who wish to come and cast their

         24  vote.

         25                 (Subsequently Council Member Recchia
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          2  voted aye. The vote now stands at seven in the

          3  affirmative, none in the negative and no

          4  abstentions.)

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 1:15 p.m.)
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