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TITLE:	AN ACT relating to granting retroactive eligibility to apply for enhanced Tier 3 status to former New York City police officer Mark Rivera. 





BACKGROUND:
	On March 21, 2015 at the age of 37 years old, New York City Police Officer Mark Rivera died from a heart attack. At the time of his death, Officer Rivera was a Tier 3 member of the Police Pension Fund (PPF). He is survived by his wife, Abigail Rivera, and their young son, Lincoln Rivera. 
	Beginning on September 8, 2016, certain Tier 3 Revised members of the PPF could elect to join the Tier 3 Enhanced Plan, which extended the statutory presumptions in the Heart Bill (General Municipal Law section 207-k) to Enhanced Plan members, pursuant to Chapter 298 of the laws of 2016. Tier 3 police officers became eligible to participate in the Enhanced Plan on April 10, 2017 pursuant to Part SSS of Chapter 59 of the laws of 2017. If Officer Rivera had been alive, he would have been eligible to apply for Enhanced Tier 3 benefits under this provision of the law. 
	This legislation would permit Mrs. Rivera to apply for Enhanced Tier 3 membership in the PPF on behalf of her late husband, and to file for any associated death benefits had Mr. Rivera been a member of Enhanced Tier 3 on the date of his death. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
	 Section 1 of the legislation authorizes Abigail Rivera to apply for Enhanced Tier 3 membership in the PPF on behalf of her late husband, Officer Mark Rivera. Mrs. Rivera is also authorized to file for any retirement options or death benefits that would have been available to Officer Rivera if he had been a member of Enhanced Tier 3 on the date of his death. 
	Section 2 of this legislation states that all costs pursuant to this act shall be borne by the city of New York. 
	Section 3 of this legislation includes the effective date and fiscal note.  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:
This legislation shall take effect immediately. 
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