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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you. Thank

          3  you all very much for your patience. My name is

          4  Christine Quinn, I'm Chair of the City Council's

          5  Health Committee, and we are here today to have our

          6  second hearing on Intro -- our third hearing,

          7  actually, on Intro. 207-A, and a vote on 207-A, and

          8  a vote on Reso 445.

          9                 First, let me just say for the

         10  record, the vote on Reso 445, resolution introduced

         11  by Council Member Oddo. It's a resolution clearing

         12  September to be Blood and Bone Marrow Donor Month,

         13  in the City of New York. There's copies of it, if

         14  folks would like to read it.

         15                 I just want to say we're joined today

         16  by my colleagues on the Committee and Council,

         17  Council Member Yvette Clarke of Brooklyn, Council

         18  Member James Oddo, the Minority Leader of Staten

         19  Island, Council Member Mike McMahon, not a member of

         20  the Committee, but the important sponsor of Intro.

         21  207-A, also from Staten Island; Council Member Helen

         22  Sears of Queens of the Committee, Council Member

         23  Peter Vallone, of the Committee, who has been

         24  fighting very hard to get 207-A passed; and Council

         25  Member Al Vann of Brooklyn, also of the Committee.
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          2                 Let me comment just for a second on

          3  207-A, then I'm going to throw it over to my

          4  colleague, Council Member McMahon, and anyone else

          5  who would like to make an opening statement, and

          6  then we're going to have a couple of witnesses.

          7  There's a press conference on 207-A scheduled for

          8  11:45, so we may break and then come back up and

          9  vote, but depending on the timing, maybe we'll get

         10  to even vote before. We'll see.

         11                 We're here today after a long, closer

         12  to three-year struggle around the issue of nurses in

         13  our schools. And as all of you remember, because you

         14  are the ones who told us about this, after the first

         15  budget that this City Council and this Mayor passed

         16  in the spring of 2002, the money was left,

         17  appropriately so left in the budget for the fund

         18  that was used created by Mayor Giuliani and Speaker

         19  Peter Vallone to allow non-public and private

         20  parochial and non-public schools, Yeshiva schools to

         21  hire nurses. That money was left in the budget.

         22                 After the budget was passed, not in

         23  the public process of their own volition without any

         24  approval, the Department of Health and Mental

         25  Hygiene took that money in that pool and cut it
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          2  significantly, and directed it in other areas. By

          3  doing that, nurses were taken out of school, and

          4  kids were left without the medical care and

          5  attention that their parents believed would be

          6  there, that they needed, and literally some of them

          7  needed to be able to go to school. And in

          8  particular, Council Member McMahon, and Oddo and

          9  Vallone and others, responded and introduced this

         10  legislation. And we've worked to make sure this,

         11  even up until this morning this legislation was

         12  exactly worded correctly, to address this issue. But

         13  in the course of our work we found that the

         14  Administration's disdain towards school health was

         15  not focused exclusively on non-public schools, and

         16  that in fact last year, again, without public

         17  disclosure, without public notification, not in the

         18  budget process, but through a memo to the union, the

         19  Department of Health and Mental Hygiene decided

         20  there would be no nurses in summer public schools.

         21                 Again, the Council responded and said

         22  absolutely not, and we put that money back into the

         23  budget for the nurses in the summer public schools.

         24                 You might ask, well, why didn't we

         25  just put the money back in the budget for the
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          2  non-public school nurses? Because we were told, up

          3  until last week, by Commissioner Tom Frieden of the

          4  Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, on the

          5  record before this Committee, that if he had the

          6  money, which he did in 2002, if he had it again, he

          7  would not spend it.

          8                 That statement repeatedly on the

          9  record, I at least give him credit for being honest,

         10  created a situation where, unfortunately,

         11  legislation was required because the two

         12  unauthorized non-public actions of taking money and

         13  attempting to take money out, clearly set the stage

         14  that these services were not ones that this

         15  Department believed in, and were clearly services

         16  that with the leadership of this Department were at

         17  risk.

         18                 You add to that a Commissioner who

         19  said, even if you give me the money back I won't

         20  spend it. We at the Council believe, and still

         21  believe, we need a law to require it, to make sure a

         22  year from now, two years from now, six months from

         23  now, we are not at this again, all of us spending

         24  our precious time, fighting to protect our kids and

         25  our kids not having this service.
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          2                 Last week, to his credit, Mayor

          3  Bloomberg heard all of our cries. Heard the cries of

          4  the students and the teachers and the parents and

          5  the Council, and did a very positive thing and

          6  stepped forward and put $8 million back into the

          7  budget to pay for the nurses at the non-public

          8  schools. Some of that juncture said, well, you don't

          9  need the bill, but we do and that's why we're here

         10  today.

         11                 We need it for a couple of reasons.

         12  One, the actions of Mayor Bloomberg, as much as we

         13  think those were the right thing to do and a

         14  positive action, they only speak to the funding for

         15  the non-public schools, and I know all of us,

         16  whether we have children, whether we don't have

         17  children, whether our children are in private,

         18  non-public or public schools, want all kids to have

         19  nurses. We're not satisfied that money was put in

         20  just for the non-publics. We want to make sure that

         21  summer school, public schools, that those kids have

         22  nurses.

         23                 So, we need to take this action to

         24  make sure our public, and our summer public schools

         25  are covered with nursing care.
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          2                 Beyond that, this Council has a

          3  history and there are many precedents of when an

          4  administration has acted hostilely towards a

          5  service, even if the Council prevails in budgetary

          6  actions, as we did on this matter, that we still

          7  legislate that service into existence. We did that

          8  with the Division of AIDS Services when Mayor

          9  Giuliani was Mayor. He proposed repeatedly to cut

         10  and eliminate that service. He tried to contract it

         11  out. We won every time in the budget, but eventually

         12  we passed Local Law 49 because such hostility was

         13  demonstrated towards that service. We knew if we

         14  didn't we would be fighting the same battle over and

         15  over again. We believe it is a similar situation.

         16  History has taught us that the best thing to do is

         17  to legislate some services when there is such

         18  hostility and disdain. That is the situation we're

         19  in, and we are also here today to make sure that our

         20  public schools, and the need for nurses in public

         21  schools, is not forgotten.

         22                 So, I want to thank you all for being

         23  here, for all of your hard work. I want to turn the

         24  mic over to my colleague, Council Member Mike

         25  McMahon, who is really the one who three years ago,
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          2  I guess it is now, came forward with this

          3  legislation, which is going to be passed by the

          4  Committee today.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you

          6  very much, Council Member Quinn.

          7                 And I just want to say right from the

          8  outset what this issue is all about. It's about one

          9  very simple thing. It's about the health and

         10  well-being of every school child in the City of New

         11  York.

         12                 This bill is not about a fight

         13  between the City Council and the Administration and

         14  the division of power, the separation of power and

         15  intergovernmental feuds. It's not about that.

         16                 This bill is not about politics,

         17  although to make that point quite clear, I sit here,

         18  together with my republican colleagues from Staten

         19  Island, arms embraced, working together to make

         20  sure, because we all know that this is not about

         21  politics, it's about the health of each and every

         22  child in the City of New York.

         23                 This issue is not about public

         24  school, versus private school. That is ridiculous.

         25  We were all shocked and dismayed when we heard a
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          2  representative of the Administration say that the

          3  proponents of this bill want to help the elitist or

          4  the elite children. That is ridiculous. Come with me

          5  to some of the non-public schools in my district

          6  where there is poverty levels as high as in any

          7  public school in the City of New York.

          8                 It's not about that. It's about the

          9  health and well-being of every child.

         10                 You know, some of you may think that

         11  your actions or when you advocate for a physician

         12  falls on deaf ears, but let me tell you this, the

         13  Mayor has done a very welcomed change of direction

         14  on this issue. It's not because of what the City

         15  Council has said, it's because of what you folks did

         16  every day, sending your letters home with your

         17  children, having parents write letters to City Hall.

         18  The Mayor has heard that, and although,

         19  unfortunately, maybe for political reasons he has

         20  changed his mind, the good news is, it doesn't

         21  matter, because it's not about that, it's about the

         22  health of each and every child in the City of New

         23  York.

         24                 As we move forward on this bill, we

         25  have to remember that and we have to keep that in
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          2  focus. We can't go back and have recriminations and

          3  point fingers, we have to make sure that we have a

          4  vote here today that's positive, and we have to make

          5  sure that we vote in two weeks as a full Council, to

          6  make sure we keep in focus that this is about the

          7  health and welfare of each and every child.

          8                 Some may say that it's somehow about

          9  jobs and somehow union driven, that is not true

         10  either. This is about making sure that every child

         11  in the City of New York is healthy.

         12                 I want you to know that I have to

         13  make you all aware that no one has worked harder on

         14  this issue than my colleague Council Member

         15  Christine Quinn from Manhattan.

         16                 She has worked even through this past

         17  weekend til midnight and after she's been on the

         18  phones working and trying to hammer out the details,

         19  and even this morning, as you waited up here, we

         20  were downstairs trying to make sure that we put

         21  together a bill that will be voted on, is acceptable

         22  to all, but we'll make sure that we protect the

         23  health and welfare of every child in this City of

         24  New York, and I'm proud to say with a vote that's

         25  cast here today, with your support, your leadership,
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          2  all of you educators, you parents, you teachers, you

          3  nurses, because of you we are voting here today to

          4  guarantee healthy children and a healthy school

          5  atmosphere for every child in the City of New York.

          6  And I thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I now want to call

          8  on Council Member Oddo, our Minority Leader, for an

          9  opening statement.

         10                 We're going to hear from a couple

         11  Council members and then call up the panel. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         14  Chair.

         15                 I would just like to say a few thank

         16  yous myself. First and foremost, to Speaker Miller

         17  and to you, Madam Chair, for your steadfast support

         18  of us and this issue right from day one, gave us an

         19  ability really to argue from strength, and negotiate

         20  from a position of strength, and we thank you for

         21  that. This is obviously a Citywide issue and it

         22  impacts kids in all five boroughs. But forgive me

         23  for being a little bit parochial in saying I think

         24  the epicenter of the movement in the fight to

         25  restore these nurses was from our home borough on

                                                            13

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  Staten Island.

          3                 And I want to say to the parents, to

          4  the teachers, to the administrators, you did a

          5  phenomenal job and I thank you for your commitment.

          6  The love that you have for your kids was evident,

          7  and you really are the heroes in this fight.

          8                 I want to thank my two colleagues

          9  from Staten Island. As Councilman McMahon said,

         10  partisan politics quickly falls to the side when

         11  real issues are in front of us, and Andy and Mike

         12  worked diligently, collectively, and culminating in

         13  the passage of this bill, and the Staten Island

         14  Council Delegation, as self-serving as this may

         15  sound, really should be proud of itself.

         16                 It wasn't too long ago that someone

         17  sat in that chair over there and referred to nurses

         18  in non-public schools as quote/unquote special

         19  privileges, and those two words kind of rang out in

         20  this body, if you recall, and if you'll remember the

         21  looks on our faces. And apparently last week wasn't

         22  the feast of the epiphany, but apparently there was

         23  an epiphany of sorts last week. And not to mix puns,

         24  but some folks, quote/unquote found religion, and

         25  they saw the right thing and we welcome that.
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          2                 And today we codify that, so we don't

          3  come back, as Councilman McMahon said, a year from

          4  now, two years from now and fight the fight.

          5                 Again, it was wonderful working with

          6  all of you. It was wonderful working with all of my

          7  colleagues, and I think we won one for the kids this

          8  time, and I'm proud of each and every one of you.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         13  I'm not a member of this Committee, although

         14  apparently Chris would like me to be, but I'm very

         15  proud of the work that Christine Quinn and

         16  Councilman McMahon and Council Member Oddo and

         17  everybody up here has done on this.

         18                 I went to private school. My kids go

         19  to public school, so I know both sides of this

         20  issue. Private school parents are absolutely not, as

         21  James Oddo said, asking for special privileges. They

         22  pay every cent in taxes that public school parents

         23  pay. And in addition to that, they pay tuition. And

         24  by doing that, they make sure the public school

         25  system doesn't collapse under the weight of 500,000
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          2  more kids. The public school system wouldn't survive

          3  if the kids who went to private school went to the

          4  public school system.

          5                 So, we owe them. What do we owe them?

          6  They're not asking much, the private school parents,

          7  they're asking to keep their kids healthy. We need

          8  to keep them safe and healthy. I'm proud of everyone

          9  in this room, the archdiocese, Agudath Israel is

         10  here, especially all the parents. Thank you for all

         11  your assistance, and this is a good day.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 Council Member Helen Sears, did you

         15  want to make a statement?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

         17  much, Madam Chair. First, I want some oversight,

         18  because I recall speaking very adamantly pro this

         19  legislation. So, I would like to have that error

         20  corrected.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes, you

         22  absolutely had indicated both verbally and in

         23  writing that you'd like to be listed as a sponsor,

         24  so we will take care of that and have you added

         25  immediately.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Usually I don't

          3  look at the names. I just happened to look at it

          4  this moment.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: It's a good thing

          6  somebody is on top of it, Helen.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just wish to

          8  first commend the Chair and my colleagues and

          9  Council Member McMahon, and Councilman Oddo.

         10                 I want to say that when we talk about

         11  the private schools and you've heard Councilman

         12  Vallone speak about that, we must not overlook the

         13  fact that the private schools have those that are on

         14  scholarship, and they have them on financial

         15  scholarship, and they have them on a merit

         16  scholarship, and those numbers are growing

         17  enormously, because there are more and more of those

         18  children that come from very, very meager financial

         19  means and are able to excel in their academic work.

         20                 They also experience what

         21  underprivileged experience, no health insurance,

         22  they experience lack of health care, and in my

         23  experience as running hospitals, those numbers far

         24  exceed what our thoughts may be. And although there

         25  is this big question of whether we can afford it or
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          2  not, if you can't afford to have healthy children,

          3  you're not taking care of the future. And we can

          4  have all of the finest chairs, and this Chamber can

          5  be equipped with all of the finest rugs, but if you

          6  don't have a healthy population, they are equipped

          7  to do nothing.

          8                 So, for those who may think this is a

          9  rather frivolous or a injurious piece of

         10  legislation, I'm going to ask you to rethink it. It

         11  is a necessity. It is a must, and today is a very

         12  good day. And I thank you, all of you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Council Member

         14  Andrew Lanza of Staten Island, who has joined us,

         15  and then we're going to hear a final opening

         16  statement from Council Member Simcha Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair, and thank all of you.

         19                 Councilman Oddo reminded us of a

         20  certain attitude that persisted and caused this

         21  crisis, and I'll fill in the blanks for those of you

         22  who weren't here, it was Commissioner Frieden who

         23  said that school nurses in every school was a

         24  special privilege, and a luxury, and, of course, you

         25  and we from the outset rejected that attitude, and
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          2  I'm thrilled and gratified that Mayor Bloomberg has

          3  now rejected that illogical attitude, and it is

          4  important. And that's why I thank Christine Quinn

          5  and Councilman McMahon and Councilman Oddo and

          6  everyone here in the City Council who has put

          7  forward this bill, because we should not leave the

          8  safety and health of our children to chance. And

          9  regardless of who the Mayor is in the future, we

         10  need to know that this basic necessity, this basic

         11  safety net of having a school nurse in every school

         12  is guaranteed.

         13                 So, congratulations, Council Member

         14  McMahon, to everyone on this Committee, all of you.

         15  I see parents and principals and teachers from St.

         16  Clair's, St. Theresa's, St. Dorothy's, all across

         17  Staten Island, all across this City, because we've

         18  understood from the beginning that we've heard

         19  things like parity and fairness, and we've always

         20  understood that parity and fairness demands that

         21  every school child attends a school that has a

         22  school nurse, and that we should not pick and choose

         23  simply by virtue of the fact that certain children

         24  are in one school and other children are in another

         25  school. That is ludicrous. That is dangerous. And
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          2  that is wrong. And that's why today, with your help,

          3  is a great victory for the school children of this

          4  City.

          5                 Thank you, all.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: We're just going

          7  to next hear a final opening statement from Council

          8  Member Simcha Felder.

          9                 I just wanted to say Council Member

         10  Felder's comments will be followed by our first

         11  panel which is David Zwiebel, Mary-ann Perry and

         12  Barbara Gainey, at the witness table.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         14  Good morning. I appreciate the opportunity to just

         15  say a few words.

         16                 First of all, again, I want to thank

         17  Chair, and Councilman McMahon and the others who

         18  worked on this, but I just want to share with you

         19  for a minute the fact that when I was in the Yeshiva

         20  growing up, we had a nurse, a school nurse, and it

         21  was really very comforting to know, first of all,

         22  that when you didn't feel well there was somebody to

         23  go to, and then when you did feel well and you

         24  wanted to get out of school there was somebody to go

         25  to, and it was important, it was something that was
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          2  critical. And I have fond memories of that nurse,

          3  and every once in awhile I bump into her on 18th

          4  Avenue and I say hello. The significance of having

          5  the nurses in parochial schools is not nearly the

          6  care that they give. The issue is universal care,

          7  the nurse is able to notice and sense problems that

          8  exist not only with the child having the flu or

          9  something else like that, but other problems that

         10  relate to this child and the family. So, it's not

         11  merely a question of all children being equal, it's

         12  a question of all people in the City being equal,

         13  the families that these children come from, and if

         14  there are any problems that have to be addressed,

         15  that's the first stop. That's where it seems, and

         16  that's critical.

         17                 And moreover, the fact that you,

         18  Chairwoman Quinn, and Councilman McMahon, as well as

         19  everybody else involved, is pushing this, this is

         20  only the tip of the iceberg, because the question is

         21  whether all children are equal. And, therefore, I'm

         22  delighted that Council Member Vallone, who chairs

         23  the Committee that will be having a hearing soon

         24  about public safety in all schools, that there

         25  should be security in all schools as well, because
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          2  there's no difference between a parochial school or

          3  another school. In fact, many of the terrorist

          4  threats have addressed specifically to parochial

          5  schools. So, this is either lego, or whatever you

          6  want to call it, building blocks that they're all

          7  interconnected, and this is one piece in making sure

          8  that this City and the government understands that

          9  all children deserve to be able to be, as you said,

         10  Peter, Council Member Vallone, both healthy and

         11  safe, and I appreciate very much this great first

         12  step in that battle.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 Next we're going to call up the three

         16  witnesses. David Zweibel, Mary-Ann Perry and Barbara

         17  Gainey, please.

         18                 I know that Rabbi Zwiebel has another

         19  time commitment, so want don't you start off. And

         20  thank you very much, again, for being here and for

         21  your tremendous patience.

         22                 RABBI ZWIEBEL: There we go.

         23  Distinguished members of this very important

         24  Committee, the Health Committee of New York City,

         25  and it really is an important Committee and I think
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          2  today is one of your finest hours. We've been here

          3  over the course of the last, who knows how long, or

          4  through hearings and press conferences and all kinds

          5  of activities in which we have been speaking about

          6  what seemed to us to be such a self-evident and

          7  clear simple principle of justice and equity and of,

          8  ultimately of sound common sense. But somehow nobody

          9  was listening. And today, when I was first invited

         10  to testify at this hearing, I had once again pulled

         11  out my file and prepared all the arguments as to why

         12  we thought it would be appropriate to enact this

         13  legislation, why it's important to make sure that

         14  children in all kinds of schools, non-public

         15  schools, as well as public schools, would receive

         16  the type, would be entitled to receive the type of

         17  nursing care that ought to be elemental and

         18  elementary, and I had prepared all the arguments,

         19  but rather than speak about the importance of that,

         20  in light of the most recent development, the Mayor

         21  having apparently finally heard the police that have

         22  come from the people who have assembled here today

         23  and the constituencies that they represent, the

         24  families that they represent, having heard the pleas

         25  of the City Council, rather than speak about the
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          2  importance of this legislation, I'd like to speak

          3  about the importance of this Committee. And the

          4  work, the remarkable work that you people have done.

          5  And I have to say that all too often we, in the

          6  private sector so to say, look at our public

          7  officials and wonder, we've elected them to serve

          8  the public interest, and sometimes we look for the

          9  evidence that our good votes have gone for a worthy

         10  purpose.

         11                 Today, I think, as I said earlier,

         12  this is really a proud moment for this Committee.

         13  You guys have been remarkably, how shall I say,

         14  you've been tigers at times when you need to be

         15  tigers, you've been soft and persuasive when you

         16  needed to be soft and persuasive, and in general I

         17  think you have acted in a public interest in a way

         18  that brings great honor to this body, to this City

         19  Council, and I'd like to thank you for it.

         20                 The truth in the matter is we in the

         21  non-public school community, in particular, and I

         22  should have mentioned, by the way, that I am

         23  Executive Vice President for Government and Public

         24  Affairs for Agudath Israel of America, and one of

         25  Agudath Israel's roles is to serve the Yeshiva
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          2  population here in the City. There are about 75,000

          3  students in the Yeshivas across the City, and as

          4  part of the Committee of non-public school officials

          5  here in New York City, we have been working hard on

          6  these types of issues for so long, and our basic

          7  principle is often to emphasize the ways in which

          8  our schools need to be treated differently because

          9  we had the unique visions and we had the unique

         10  mission, and at the same time, though, we need to

         11  emphasize how our schools need to be treated alike,

         12  that ultimately there is a commonality among all

         13  children and what is more common to all children and

         14  all human beings across society than the maintenance

         15  of good health and safety, and that's ultimately

         16  what this Committee is about and steps you have

         17  taken that have culminated in ultimately the Mayor

         18  finally coming around to this, and this bill being

         19  passed today.

         20                 So, I'd like to just thank you again,

         21  and on behalf of the, certainly the Jewish school

         22  population of the City to say that you have been

         23  really heroic in your efforts in this regard, and

         24  we're deeply grateful to you. Thank you.

         25                 MS. PERRY: Good morning. I'm Mary Ann
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          2  Perry, President of the Federation of Catholic

          3  Teachers. I think I'm also putting away most of my

          4  testimony and saying something very similar. It is

          5  amazing, the work of this Committee. Not knowing

          6  actually how much public officials really can do,

          7  what you people did was truly amazing. Christine

          8  Quinn, Councilman McMahon, you came, and Oddo, you

          9  came to the defense of these children. You came to

         10  town meetings, you were up and down the breadth of

         11  this City trying to get proper nursing care for all

         12  of the children.

         13                 Let me say to you, just to reiterate,

         14  what have you done for the 130 some odd thousand

         15  children in the Catholic schools, for the hundreds

         16  of thousands of children in this City, for the pre-K

         17  three-year-olds, for the teens, for the schools with

         18  200, for the schools with 900. You are going to give

         19  them a level of safety and care.

         20                 I want to say one thing, though, on

         21  the record, because what was said by this

         22  Administration and Councilman Friedman (sic) in this

         23  Chamber and other chambers, I would like to answer

         24  on the record.

         25                 It was shocking to me that a person,
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          2  or that a group that's responsible for the health of

          3  children does not know about the populations he's

          4  dealing with.

          5                 If you characterize our schools as

          6  the elite, then you don't know who are in our

          7  schools. We have schools in every borough for every

          8  Staten Island or Queens school, a semi-suburban

          9  school. We have twice as many inner-city schools

         10  whose parents are struggling in poverty to maintain

         11  their help and this is the help you would give them.

         12                 We were also told that teachers and

         13  administrators could administer medication and that

         14  would make do, instead of a nurse, and that a call

         15  to 9-1-1 would save children in a life-threatening

         16  emergency. How ridiculous is this?

         17                 The EMT president had told us that a

         18  nine-minute response time could end in a tragedy for

         19  a child. There's not that much time in a dire

         20  emergency. How could we be asked to believe these

         21  things.

         22                 So, yes, you have done a great job.

         23  This bill is important because over the last two

         24  years, no one kept this priority. 134 schools lost

         25  part or full-time nursing service, thousands of our
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          2  children were put at risk. As we went from town

          3  meeting to town meeting, we heard the terrible

          4  stories of the children who suffered from the lack

          5  of care and the life-threatening emergencies that we

          6  got through by the skin of our teeth.

          7                 This is why what you are doing is so

          8  important. All our children's health and safety must

          9  be kept as a priority, not only this year, but next

         10  year and next year and the year after that.

         11                 We, as advocates, speaking for

         12  children, should not have to come back year after

         13  year to fight to restore funds for such a vital

         14  service after, after our children have been put in

         15  jeopardy.

         16                 We thank you for your efforts and we

         17  applaud you for this bill.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         19                 MS. BORTLE-GAINEY: My name is Barbara

         20  Bortle-Gainey, and I am the President of the Staten

         21  Island Federation of Catholic School Parents.

         22                 I would like to impress upon the City

         23  Council, on behalf of parents who have decided to

         24  send their children to non-public schools, the

         25  importance of the passage of Intro. 207-A currently
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          2  before the City Council Health Committee.

          3                 Parents who choose to send their

          4  children to non-public schools do so for various

          5  reasons. However, we do it knowing that we are still

          6  required to pay taxes to support our public school

          7  system.

          8                 By choosing non-public schools, we

          9  also know that we save the City of New York the

         10  expense of educating our children in the public

         11  school system.

         12                 As taxpayers and voters, but more

         13  importantly, as parents, we found it absurd that we

         14  had to fight the Bloomberg Administration to secure

         15  Department of Health Nursing Services for our

         16  children.

         17                 We are parents of diabetics,

         18  asthmatics, children with severe allergies and

         19  epilepsy, and children who, simply because they are

         20  children, may at some point in time be in need of

         21  nursing care during the school day.

         22                 Dr. Frieden, the Commissioner of the

         23  Department of Health in New York City, advocates his

         24  plan called Take Care of New York.

         25                 Giving testimony before the City
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          2  Council on the issue of restoring nurses in

          3  non-public schools, states that the City must "avoid

          4  spending scarce resources on special privileges for

          5  some groups."

          6                 This is beyond our comprehension.

          7  Nursing care for our children is not a special

          8  privilege, it is a fundamental right.

          9                 Although Dr. Bassett, the Deputy

         10  Commissioner for the Department of Health, feels

         11  that principals, teachers, secretaries, and anyone

         12  that happens to be on hand at the time is capable of

         13  administering nursing care to our children. This

         14  idea is directly contradictory to the administration

         15  of medication in the school-setting guidelines.

         16  Signed by Joanna Duncan Portier, the Deputy

         17  Commissioner for the Professions of the State

         18  Education Department of the State of New York.

         19                 This idea is also contradictory to

         20  common sense and prudence.

         21                 Dr. Bassett has already testified

         22  before the City Council Health Committee in June of

         23  this year, that she considers us an elite group. And

         24  in her professional opinion, Dr. Bassett feels that

         25  should a child a child be in need of emergency
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          2  medical care, a nurse on premises would be of no

          3  value between the time 9/11 is called and when they

          4  arrive. This kind of thinking, especially by a

          5  professional is also beyond comprehension.

          6                 For every day that our children go to

          7  school without a trained nursing professional

          8  available to them on premises, the City of New York

          9  is denying them adequate protection and putting our

         10  children in jeopardy.

         11                 As parents and citizens of New York

         12  City, we will hold the City responsible in the event

         13  that the unthinkable happens.

         14                 Mayor Bloomberg, in an April 2000

         15  visit to Staten Island, announced that the City will

         16  be spending $66 million to make improvements at the

         17  Stapleton homeport property for future development.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Barbara, if you

         19  could just sum up? We're in a little bit of a rush.

         20                 MS. BORTLE-GAINEY: The announcement

         21  by the Mayor on a Friday afternoon three days before

         22  this Health Committee vote that he was restoring

         23  money to the budget for nurses is, in my opinion,

         24  too late.

         25                 Since the Mayor has now found money
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          2  to put back into the budget for our nurses, then we

          3  can assume that the Mayor will have no problem

          4  signing this bill into law.

          5                 This bill before City Council is our

          6  only hope of ensuring that our children and the

          7  children in the generations to come, will not be at

          8  the mercy of the Mayor who happens to be in office

          9  at the time.

         10                 It will ensure that all children in

         11  all schools are protected under the laws of the City

         12  of New York forever, and no one will have to fight

         13  this battle again.

         14                 On behalf of parents, I would like to

         15  conclude by thanking the City Council, the District

         16  Superintendents of the Catholic Schools, the

         17  Federation of Catholic School Teachers, the United

         18  Federation of Nurses, the principals of our schools

         19  and everyone else who have had the best interest of

         20  the City's children at heart.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you. We are

         23  next going to hear briefly from Gloria Acevedo, who

         24  is the President of Local 436 of District Council

         25  37, who represents the nurses in our public schools
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          2  and other institutions, and I want to thank Local

          3  436 tremendously for all of their hard work and I

          4  also want to thank District Council 37 as a whole

          5  for their work on this issue, but Gloria and Judith,

          6  who are sitting behind her, have really been in

          7  every hearing, every town meeting, every borough,

          8  you know they went on the road with us have been

          9  dogged in their commitment to kids and to the

         10  importance of nurses, and I sincerely, sincerely

         11  want to thank them.

         12                 I want to also say that we received a

         13  letter today from the United Federation of Teachers

         14  who represent most of the nurses in the Department

         15  of Education supporting this bill, and I want to

         16  thank them very much for that. It's truly tremendous

         17  when a union speaks out in support of an issue, even

         18  if it's not exactly jobs for their members, and I

         19  think that's a very important message to be sent to

         20  the Department of Health, and the Department of

         21  Education, that we are, as a community, united in

         22  our concern about school health, and we will be

         23  addressing restructuring and any other matters that

         24  come down the pipeline as a united community.

         25                 We're going to hear from Gloria,

                                                            33

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  we're going to then vote on the bill, we're going to

          3  recess for a minute, go outside, have our press

          4  conference, come back up and hear from our final two

          5  witnesses, Peg Casey and Corinne Di Stephan. So,

          6  Gloria, if you have to rush a little and need to

          7  finish in the second panel, we can do that.

          8                 MS. ACEVEDO: Good morning. Thank you

          9  very much. And I want to thank Councilwoman, and the

         10  City Council, the Health Committee, for all their

         11  hard work.

         12                 We have been working very hard on

         13  trying to get this bill passed. Why? For the

         14  protection of the children. It's not about getting a

         15  nurse in every school because we just want jobs,

         16  it's because we want to make sure that when we go to

         17  work, that there's going to be somebody there that

         18  cares about this child, and will stay with that

         19  child and take care of her until emergency service

         20  arrives. It's not good enough to call 911 and say,

         21  okay, we're on our way. It means that that nurse,

         22  male or female, will be with that child until that

         23  emergency service gets there. It means a lot. And I

         24  just want to thank the City Council for all their

         25  help.
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          2                 I have testified before. They have

          3  all of my testimony. They know that we've gone out

          4  all over, and basically this is it, we need to work

          5  together, yes. Definitely. You cannot work alone and

          6  single. By having a nurse in every school, that

          7  means that we need other workers, we need health

          8  aides, we need public health assistance. We need

          9  clerical staff. Because it's good enough to have the

         10  nurse there, but what happens when the nurse is busy

         11  with one child, one emergency? The other children

         12  grow neglected because there's nobody there? No,

         13  definitely. This is the beginning. It's putting our

         14  foot in the door, and I thank you so much for all

         15  your hard work.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         17  much for your hard work.

         18                 As I said, the clerk is now going to

         19  call the roll on both Intro. 207-A and Reso 445.

         20  We're then going to recess. We welcome all of you to

         21  come join us on the steps for a press conference on

         22  this bill with Speaker Gifford Miller, then we're

         23  going to come back up and hear from Corinne Di

         24  Stephan of the Lutheran School Association, and Peg

         25  Casey of St. Anselm? I'm not sure I go that right.
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          2  Okay, I did. Okay, good.

          3                 Clerk, if you could please call the

          4  roll on both the reso and the bill. We'll just do it

          5  in one vote, if that's okay. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         12  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         15                 I want to just congratulate the

         16  yeopersons efforts of Chair Quinn, Council Member

         17  McMahon, Council Member Oddo and Council Member

         18  Lanza. Ever since I've been a member of this body,

         19  I've been astounded by the lack of forward thinking

         20  with respect to the City of New York. You go into

         21  other parts of the nation and you see just how much

         22  they've sort of lept into the 21st century, and then

         23  you look at New York, a place with all the

         24  technology in the world, and totally the world class

         25  City and you find some really antiquated practices
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          2  continue to be a part of how we do business here.

          3  And I really believe that had we continued on the

          4  path and under the suggestion of Health

          5  Commissioner, we would have been reckless. We would

          6  have been reckless, and that is totally unacceptable

          7  in the 21st Century.

          8                 I mean to try to make any

          9  distinctions between children that attend non-public

         10  schools versus public schools, well, these are the

         11  children that play together in the neighborhood, and

         12  where one child is ill, the next child becomes ill,

         13  regardless and irrespective of where they go to

         14  school. And that can then turn into problems for

         15  families, and communities.

         16                 And when you look at the public

         17  health infrastructure of our City that remains so

         18  fragile, not to make this move at this time would

         19  really be a disservice that we're doing to the

         20  people of the City of New York. Not only do these

         21  nurses respond to emergency care, which I think

         22  there's been a lot of focus on, but I can recall, in

         23  my days in elementary school, preventative health

         24  care done by school nurses.

         25                 I can recall health care maintenance
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          2  being done by school nurses, and so, if I receive

          3  the benefit of a school nurse, and I don't want to

          4  give out my age, why is it that in today's, in

          5  today's 21 century, we're having challenges around

          6  making this a reality for future generations.

          7                 I proudly cast my vote in the

          8  affirmative for this piece of legislation, that it

          9  will be a part of how we do business in the City of

         10  New York.

         11                 And then finally, on Resolution 404,

         12  September is blood donation and bone marrow

         13  contribution month, and I want to make it clear that

         14  in our City there are many whose lives can be saved

         15  by us, those of us who have the ability to donate

         16  doing so.

         17                 In many communities of color there is

         18  a waiting list, particularly for bone marrow

         19  transplants, and that has to do with who can give to

         20  whom. So, I want to encourage people to be

         21  contributory. To give. To make sure that whatever

         22  you can do on behalf of your fellow neighbor, that

         23  you do so during the month of September.

         24                 I vote aye on all.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Chair.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

          3  much, Council Member Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I don't know if

         10  I'm especially privileged or just privileged to vote

         11  on a special bill, but either way I vote yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         14  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         15                 Council members, please sign the

         16  Committee reports.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Before you sign

         18  the Committee roll, if everybody could go orderly,

         19  in single file and height order -- no, I'm only

         20  kidding -- out onto the steps for our press

         21  conference, but then come back up for our final

         22  panel. Thank you very much. See you outside. No

         23  talking.

         24                 (Recess for Press Conference.)

         25                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: We will now hear
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          2  from our three final witnesses, and, you know, in

          3  all of the rushing around before, I should have done

          4  this before when the room was a little more full,

          5  and I didn't so I apologize, but I was going to

          6  thank all of the staff who has worked on this bill.

          7  Andy Wallace, Chris Winward, David Pristin, Jeremy

          8  Hoffman, all of whom worked very, very hard.

          9                 I, in particular, want to thank

         10  Gelvina Stevenson, who has worked tirelessly on this

         11  bill, was here until I think close to 2:00 a.m. last

         12  night, all day Saturday, which at least was rainy,

         13  but all day yesterday which was a beautiful day, and

         14  every time I kept calling Gelvina to make sure she

         15  was okay, and, you know, wasn't going to hate her,

         16  quit her job because this has all become so brutal,

         17  she just kept saying, well, you know, we're just

         18  doing this for the kids, over and over.

         19                 So, I should have said it before, but

         20  thank you.

         21                 And now we're going to hear from

         22  Corinne Di Stephan, Peg Casey, and Jim Mahoney. And

         23  Jim, just before you leave, sign a slip with the

         24  sergeants, because we don't have one for you.

         25                 What ever order you would like to go
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          2  in, go right ahead. And when the light is off, the

          3  mic is on. It's a little bit backwards.

          4                 There you go.

          5                 MS. DiSTEPHAN: I'm Corinne DiStephan.

          6  I represent the Lutheran Schools Association. The

          7  Lutheran School System is a much smaller system than

          8  our colleagues in the Catholic schools, and in the

          9  Yeshivas.

         10                 However, our children, too, are

         11  vulnerable to medical emergency and necessity, and I

         12  want to thank this Committee for working so hard and

         13  so consistently to bring about a change, I hope for

         14  the best, in the Mayor's thinking.

         15                 He's finally adopted his Republican

         16  cohort president's theory of No Child Left Behind.

         17  However, I'm not sure if that thinking has yet

         18  permeated the New York City Health Department, whose

         19  blatant arbitrary decisions in the past, even though

         20  with funding for non-public school students, serve

         21  to cut us of services.

         22                 So, we hope that the legislation will

         23  be the answer, and that your continual monitoring

         24  will be the answer, because we really need this.

         25                 I have raised four children in
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          2  parochial schools. I've been a Lutheran school

          3  principal for the last 22 and a half years. Although

          4  I've had many trips to the hospital with children,

          5  thank God I never had a child die, as did one of my

          6  colleagues many years ago. An asthmatic child died

          7  in his arms.

          8                 So, it is so crucial, the work that

          9  you have done, and I want you to know that we do

         10  appreciate it. And if there's anything further that

         11  we can do to make sure our Health Department does

         12  what it has sworn to do, uphold the health and

         13  safety of residents of this City, no matter where

         14  they live, no matter where they go to school, please

         15  let us know. We'll be happy to do so.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Council Member

         18  Oddo, go ahead.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just wanted to

         20  say for the record, it's easier for some Republicans

         21  to adopt Republican principals, than other

         22  Republicans.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I would concur as

         24  a Democrat.

         25                 I just wanted to say one follow-up

                                                            42

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  point to what you said, and what you said at the

          3  press conference too, and I know Council Member Oddo

          4  will agree with us -- this. We in the Council are

          5  committed to making sure this law and the money, 8,

          6  11 and a half, whatever, gets spent. My concerns

          7  about school health are not ended by the passage of

          8  this bill. I think Dr. Platt and others have said

          9  clearly, they want to restructure public health in

         10  our public schools, and that will have an impact on

         11  our non-public schools.

         12                 I have deep concerns about what that

         13  is going to look like and what the end result would

         14  be, if things moved forward unchecked. So, I say

         15  that, one, so you know we're going to monitor it,

         16  even beyond this bill; and, two, what I learned

         17  through this bill clearly is that the parents, the

         18  teachers, the principals, the union members, are our

         19  eyes and ears into the school health system, no

         20  question about it.

         21                 So, as you leave here and go back to

         22  your schools, you know, whatever denomination,

         23  public, et cetera, and you hear things or feel

         24  things in the wind, please let us know, because we

         25  really want to make sure that there isn't a secret
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          2  restructuring that occurs that would hurt kids in

          3  any of the school systems.

          4                 MS. Di STEPHAN: Thank you.

          5                 MS. CASEY: Thank you. I am Peg Casey,

          6  and I am a parent from St. Anselm School in

          7  Bayridge, Brooklyn. And I believe I'm about the only

          8  person that is not representing a federation, a

          9  union, a principal, but as a parent I have to say

         10  thank you to each and every member to the Council,

         11  every teacher that came, every nurse, every union

         12  representative, every principal, whoever I missed,

         13  I'm sorry. But I, as a parent, have to say thank you

         14  is not enough. It is a wonderful thing to be able to

         15  tell our children, as hopefully everything is

         16  monitored and goes through properly, but to be able

         17  to tell our children that they don't have to worry

         18  that mom and dad went to work today, because

         19  somebody in the school is having an asthma attack,

         20  an anaphylactic reaction, and they can't find mom or

         21  dad to get here quickly enough to the school, and

         22  they've heard my testimony, we've done the math. The

         23  parents can't get there fast enough.

         24                 This is a wonderful, wonderful thing.

         25  Years ago we were refused application to schools
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          2  because there was no nurse. That won't happen in the

          3  future, as long as everything continues to go in

          4  this way.

          5                 Thank you, everyone. It is your job

          6  and dedication for advocating for our children. They

          7  are our future. Thank you very much.

          8                 MR. MAHONEY: Council Member Quinn,

          9  Jim, Jim Oddo, I'm Jim Mahoney from the Catholic

         10  Schools of the Archdiocese of New York. I'm in

         11  charge of government programs for the diocese, and

         12  this is my 38th year and one of my happiest days.

         13                 These are my two favorite Council

         14  members, and that's not just because they're here. I

         15  go back about four and a half years when I went out

         16  to Staten Island at nine o'clock in the morning, and

         17  I met with Jim and Sister Kathleen Sullivan was with

         18  me, and we said, we see a problem growing on the

         19  horizon. Jim gave us a huge head start, and I think

         20  of the Olympics that we were all watching, I think

         21  Jim was great to carry those first and second legs,

         22  and we have great finishes over there in Christine

         23  Quinn, and I want to personally thank the both of

         24  you for starting it, and carrying it through to the

         25  conclusion.
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          2                 Now, I do want to pick one little

          3  problem that I know that these two folks know all

          4  about, but just to keep this iron on the fire.

          5                 The City Council estimates that this

          6  will require an extra 12.5 million. I think the

          7  Speaker might have misspoken downstairs when --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: We believe our

          9  bill costs 11.5 in total. The Mayor put in 8, so

         10  it's 11 and a half.

         11                 MR. MAHONEY: Yes. I some release

         12  earlier today and I saw 12.5. Okay, 11. I'd be very

         13  concerned about that number. They were also, the

         14  Mayor's office was talking about raising the level

         15  from a school needing 200 children, as the City

         16  Council has proposed, I believe the Mayor's Office

         17  was talking of 350 children, or so many of our

         18  schools. You know, imagine a school with 349 kids,

         19  all who could be in jeopardy. You know, nurses are

         20  most important at lunchtime, because kids running

         21  around, and just because there's one missing we're

         22  supposed to do without a full-time service for that

         23  kind of a need.

         24                 So, I do want to stress thanks guys

         25  and gals, and we wholeheartedly are in your debt and
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          2  we hope that if the Mayor's Office doesn't see the

          3  wisdom, that you'll be able to follow it through.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: And I think you're

          6  right, it is 12.5, the total, and then that's four

          7  and a half more that the Mayor put in.

          8                 MR. MAHONEY: And that's a half again.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Right.

         10                 MR. MAHONEY: That's a half again to

         11  miss.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Right.

         13                 MR. MAHONEY: That's a lot.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         15                 Thank you all very much. We're going

         16  to have one final witness, and I apologize if I

         17  mispronounce the name. Luis Ithier of Local 372 of

         18  District Council 37.

         19                 MR. ITHIER: Good morning. Or I should

         20  say, good afternoon. My name is Luis Ithier, and I'm

         21  the Director of Schools Division for District

         22  Council 37, and I'm here on behalf of Veronica

         23  Montgomery-Costa, the President of District Council

         24  37, and president of New York City Board of

         25  Education, Local 372.
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          2                 In her behalf, I would like to begin

          3  by extending my thanks to Council Members McMahon

          4  and Quinn, for their leadership on the introduction

          5  of 207-A.

          6                 Local 372 represents 340 school

          7  health service aides in the New York City Department

          8  of Education. These individuals provide for the

          9  children of the school system services, which are

         10  critical for their well-being during the school day.

         11                 These workers check to make sure that

         12  our children have their required immunization,

         13  provide first aid to individuals in need, they

         14  receive CPR training through direct cost, and are

         15  certified practitioners who also provide hearing and

         16  vision screening.

         17                 They are an important component of

         18  the school health system in New York City. With all

         19  the discussions currently taking place about the

         20  restruction of the school health system, it is

         21  imperative that this Committee recognizes the

         22  significant needs of school health system from a

         23  holistic perspective.

         24                 The need for ensuring that the

         25  students in our care are ready to learn because
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          2  their health needs have been addressed, therefore

          3  does not serve as a destructive factor to the

          4  learning process is essential.

          5                 For this reason, Veronica

          6  Montgomery-Costa is asking the Council to take

          7  action that will assure the parents and workers in

          8  our school that the leaders of this City understand

          9  the complexity of providing a sound, basic education

         10  with all the needed resources committed that are so

         11  desperately needed.

         12                 Respectfully submitted by Veronica

         13  Montgomery-Costa, President of District Council 37

         14  and President of Local 372.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         16                 I just want to say, as I said to the

         17  previous panel, this Committee and the Council as a

         18  whole is very concerned about the foreshadowing an

         19  impending restructuring, and certainly the workers

         20  represented by this local are some who could be very

         21  hurt by that, and therefore the work and the service

         22  they deliver hurt by that and therefore the kids

         23  hurt by that. So, we are definitely going to stay on

         24  top of that.

         25                 You know, we did, based on
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          2  conversations with District Council 37, add into our

          3  bill, and also it will be part of, obviously, the

          4  legislative history, a cause that we hope makes

          5  clear that in no way is the Council saying that a

          6  nurse takes the place of these other workers. Nurses

          7  are needed and then whole health infrastructure is

          8  needed in school and the bill in its final version

          9  has, I don't if it's a final clause, but a clause

         10  would be in the bill that spells that out.

         11                 Some schools are lucky enough to have

         12  doctors represented by yet another union, the

         13  Doctors' Council on that. Then service of nurses are

         14  not meant to supersede the work that your workers or

         15  others do, so thank you for your testimony today.

         16                 And with that, this hearing is

         17  adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 12:40 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, PAT IARKOWSKI, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 20th day of September 2004.
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