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TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of alternate side parking regulations on Losar

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends section 19-163

INTRODUCTION 
	On January 23, 2025, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct vote on Int. No. 100. Int. No. 100, sponsored by Council Member Julie Won, is in relation to the suspension of alternate side parking regulations on Losar. The Committee heard this bill previously at a September 27, 2024 hearing entitled “TLC: For-Hire Vehicles, Commuter Vans and other TLC Licensees.” Several pieces of legislation were also heard at that hearing. Those that testified included TLC representatives, taxi medallion owners and drivers, operators of liveries and black cars, industry advocates, New Yorkers who observe the holiday Losar, and other interested stakeholders.
BACKGROUND
Alternate Side of the Street Parking
	Certain streets in New York City have alternate side parking requirements, which prohibits vehicles from parking on a particular side of the street for specified period of time, to allow for street cleaning by the Department of Sanitation.[footnoteRef:2] The City suspends alternate side parking rules on legal holidays and religious holiday, as well as during emergencies, such as severe weather.[footnoteRef:3] On, what DOT terms “major legal holidays”, stopping, standing, and parking are permitted except in areas where stopping, standing, and parking rules are in effect seven days a week. Parking meter regulations are also suspended on major legal holidays.[footnoteRef:4] The major legal holidays are New Years’ Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.[footnoteRef:5] On all other holidays, only street cleaning rules are suspended, and other regulations remain in effect.[footnoteRef:6] These holidays include: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday, Lunar New Year’s Eve, Lunar New Year, Lincoln’s Birthday, Ash Wednesday, Washington’s Birthday (Presidents’ Day), Purim, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Idul-Fitr (Eid Al-Fitr), Passover, Holy Thursday (Orthodox), Good Friday (Orthodox), Solemnity of the Ascension, Shavouth (2 Days), Idul-Adha (Eid Al-Adha), Juneteeth, Tisha B’Av, Feast of the Assumption, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Columbus Day, Succoth (2 Days), Shemini Atzereth, Simchas Torah, Diwali, All Saints’ Day, Election Day, Veterans Day, and Immaculate Conception.[footnoteRef:7] [2:  DOT, Motorists and Parking, Alternative Side of the Street Parking, assessed September 23, 2024, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/alternate-side-parking.shtml]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.]  [5:  Id.]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  DOT, 2024 Alternate Side Parking Rules Suspension Calendar 2024, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/asp-calendar-2024.pdf] 

Losar
	Losar is the most important celebration in the Tibetan calendar and celebrates the Tibetan New Year.[footnoteRef:8]  It begins on the first day of the first month of the Tibetan Calendar, which consists of twelve lunar months.[footnoteRef:9]  New York City is home to the largest number of Tibetans in the country and Council Member Won, the prime sponsor of Int. No. 100, estimates that there are 61,000 New Yorkers who celebrate Losar in the City, including Tibetans, Bhutanese, Highland Nepalese, Sikkimese, Mongolians, Monpas, and others from the Himalayan community.[footnoteRef:10] When the Committee heard Int. No. 100 at a hearing on September 27, 2024, a number of witnesses, largely New Yorkers who observe Losar, testified and submitted testimony in support of the bill.[footnoteRef:11] [8:  Margaux Ruon, Happy Losar!, Smithsonian National Museum of Asian Art, February 12, 2021, available at: https://asia.si.edu/whats-on/blog/posts/happy-losar/]  [9:  Id.]  [10:  Katie Honan, City Council Considers Adding Tibetan New Year to Alternate-Side Parking Suspension Calendar, The City, February 15, 2024, available at: https://www.thecity.nyc/2024/02/15/city-council-losar-tibetan-new-year-parking/]  [11:  See Hearing Testimony for Introduction 100-2024 at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6509492&GUID=3D05F4EC-0411-4B91-B874-7EBC060FF282&Options=&Search=] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being voted on today by this Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, review the full text of the bill, which is included below.

Int. 100, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of alternate side parking regulations on Losar
This bill would suspend alternate side parking regulations on Losar and define Losar, for the purposes of this local law, to be the first day of the first month of the Tibetan lunar calendar.
This local law would take effect immediately.




	Int. No. 100
 
By Council Members Won, Joseph, Krishnan, Cabán, Holden, Hanif, Nurse, Avilés, Brooks-Powers, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Schulman, Riley, Menin, Farías, Narcisse, Banks, Williams, Restler, Ung, Salaam, Ossé, Louis, Moya, Brannan, Hanks, Abreu, Marte, Brewer, Sanchez, Zhuang, Lee, Rivera, Feliz, Ariola and Paladino (in conjunction with the Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan Borough Presidents)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of alternate side parking regulations on Losar
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivisions a and c of section 19-163 of the administrative code of the city of New York, subdivision a of such section as amended by local law number 162 for the year 2023 and subdivision c of such section as amended by local law number 5 for the year 2019, are amended to read as follows:
a. All alternate side of the street parking rules shall be suspended on the following holidays: Christmas, Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Ascension Thursday, Feast of the Assumption, Feast of All Saints, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, first two days of Succoth, Shemini Atzareth, Simchas Torah, Shevuoth, Purim, Orthodox Holy Thursday, Orthodox Good Friday, first two and last two days of Passover, the Muslim holidays of Eid Ul-Fitr and Eid Ul-Adha, the day before Lunar New Year, Lunar New Year, Losar, the Hindu festival of Diwali on the day that Lakshmi Puja is observed, Three Kings’ Day, Tisha B’Av, and all state and national holidays.
c. [The] For purposes of subdivision a of this section, the date of the Lunar New Year [shall be] is the first day of the second lunar month after the winter solstice in the preceding calendar year.
§ 2. Section 19-163 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d to read as follows:
                     d. For purposes of subdivision a of this section, the date of Losar is the first day of the first month of the Tibetan lunar calendar.
                     § 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
 
 
 
RL
LS #15244
1/8/2024 2:10 PM
 
 




6





image1.png




