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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: This should be one

          3  of the shortest meetings ever. Landmarks was

          4  postponed until the 15th of September, the day of

          5  session, at 11:00. 11:15 will be a full Land Use

          6  Committee meeting on September 15th, all right? So,

          7  you'll be getting notices, right, Chris?

          8                 Okay, on September 15th is the laid

          9  over meeting for Landmarks and the full Committee.

         10  The Chairman of the Planning and Dispositions

         11  Committee has requested, however that at the next

         12  meeting of Planning, which is on September 20th,

         13  people show up. This is the request. He's laying

         14  down the law of the Chair.

         15                 I will remind everybody again on the

         16  15th to show up at Planning, all right? And Eric

         17  needs to be congratulated, right? Fox 5. There you

         18  go.

         19                 Eric Gioia. And Charles, was it?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: We're going to

         21  have to sit on opposite sides of the classroom from

         22  now on.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: That's what he said

         24  to the reporter.

         25                 All right. And to the business at
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          2  hand. There are only three projects on the agenda

          3  today. One is the Far Rockaway Mott Creek rezoning

          4  in Council Member Sanders's district. C050511 ZMQ.

          5  That is the project in Far Rockaway, Mott Creek. It

          6  is the downzoning and a partial upzoning in that

          7  area.

          8                 LU Nos 551, 553 are related. N040541

          9  ZRQ. LU No. 552, C040542 ZSQ. And also 553, which is

         10  a map, M860562A ZSQ. This is a zoning text amendment

         11  and two special permits in the old Alexander site on

         12  Queens Boulevard in Helen Sears's district. She is

         13  supportive. We put a bunch of conditions on the

         14  record yesterday which the developers agreed to, put

         15  it on the record in the subcommittee.

         16                 LU No. 556 Z040473 ZSM. It's a

         17  parking garage special permit in Council Member

         18  Quinn's district. Any discussion?

         19                 All right, call the roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         21  Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes, thank

         23  you.

         24                 First, of course, let me continue to

         25  denounce any type of racial or religious bigotry as
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          2  practiced in my district or any other district in

          3  this City. In light of the horrible events that are

          4  hitting our nation, there's no way that we can

          5  tolerate any of these things.

          6                 We, too, call for an adequate police

          7  response, and a swift prosecution of anyone found

          8  guilty.

          9                 This is a decision which I have spent

         10  a lot of time on, it's a decision that has taken my

         11  district and really had to do some soul searching

         12  here.

         13                 On one hand, we are still doing, we

         14  are doing, very complex, we are doing a downzoning

         15  and an upzoning at the same time in my district,

         16  very complex. And both of these should be seen once

         17  and separately, they're both very necessary.

         18                 This particular issue has certain

         19  developers who believe that they have been overtaken

         20  by rules and regulations and they believe that they

         21  have been overtaken.

         22                 The danger, my friends, with going

         23  with that argument, is everyone in the City knows

         24  that downzoning is the number one issue facing just

         25  about every community in our City.
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          2                 Anything that would slow down the

          3  process of downzoning, for whatever reason, as

          4  worthy as these things are, is very dangerous to the

          5  well-being of the City.

          6                 With a certain reluctance to friends

          7  that I appreciate, I, too, vote aye on all of these

          8  issues.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         14                 First of all, I'll vote. I vote aye

         15  on all.

         16                 I just wanted to add that I'm very

         17  happy that Councilman Sanders is here this morning,

         18  because irrespective of the arguments on the issue

         19  before us of the downzoning and the upzoning, I just

         20  wanted to say that having spent almost four years,

         21  not consecutively, with Councilman Sanders, I want

         22  to say that I have the utmost respect and admiration

         23  for him, not only as a person, but as someone who

         24  would never, ever tolerate any sort of racism or

         25  anti-Semitism whatsoever.
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          2                 So, I must say that without knowing

          3  the details, and usually it's not right to talk

          4  about an issue without knowing all the information,

          5  but in this case I feel that I can, because I know

          6  the Council Member who represents that neighborhood.

          7  So, whatever has to be done, you know, with the

          8  authorities to make sure that these anti-Semitic

          9  incidents are addressed, on that there's no

         10  question, and I believe there will be no one that

         11  will pursue that more than my colleague, Councilman

         12  Sanders, that has nothing to do with the Land Use at

         13  hand.

         14                 So, I vote aye on all, and I hope

         15  that we will be able to, you know, with God's help

         16  and yours, get to the bottom of these incidents

         17  soon.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 13 in the

         19  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         20  abstentions, all items are adopted.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We'll leave the

         22  roll open for ten minutes. Thank you.

         23                 Members, September 15th, Thursday.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 10:52 a.m.)
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