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TITLE:
AN Act to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York , in relation to the use of bicycles for commercial purposes
BACKGROUND:

            Bicycles are often used in the City of New York to make deliveries. According to the Memorandum of Support (MIS), many bicycle operators working on behalf of businesses fail to obey traffic laws such as following traffic signals and riding on sidewalks. Previous, legislation has been enacted to promote safety amongst commercial cyclists. According to the MIS, these steps included requiring bicycle operators to wear reflective clothing, safety features on the bicycles and identification on the bicycle. 


The proposed legislation seeks to clearly define bicycle operator as any person who rides a bicycle on behalf of a business using a bicycle for commercial purposes, and is an employee of such business or received direct compensation or payment from such business as an independent contractor.  According to the MIS, businesses will be assigned penalties when a bicycle operator using a bicycle for commercial purposes violates certain traffic laws.  Additionally, the proposed legislation will include” motor assisted  bicycle” within the definition of bicycle in order to prohibit motorized bicycles from riding on the sidewalk. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:  

The proposed legislation seeks to amend Section 10-157 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  Section 1 of the bill would designate it as the “Commercial Bicycle Safety Act.” Section 2 of the bill would amend section 10-157 of the Administrative Code to include businesses using a bicycle for commercial purposes not only where the businesses employ the bicycle operator but also where the operator is directly compensated by the business as an independent contractor. To do this section would define bicycle operator to mean a person who rides a bicycle on behalf of a business using the bicycle for commercial purposes, and is an employee of such business or receives direct compensation or payment from such business as a an independent contractor. 
  Section two of the proposed legislation would also amend subdivision  g  of section 10-157 to create an affirmative defense for all businesses using a bicycle for commercial purposes if that businesses contracted with a business other than a  bicycle operator to provide delivery services. Section 3 of  the bill would amend section 19-176 of the Administrative Code to include “motor assisted bicycles” within the definition of bicycle for the purpose of prohibiting bicycles from riding on sidewalks.  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

See Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

 

EFFECTIVE DATE:

The act shall take effect on the one hundred fiftieth day it shall become law. 
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